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For this final activity I will compare and contrast two of Paul Simon’s songs concerning the theme of reverence. The two songs span a period of nearly twenty years, and while the artist composed each in two different phases of his development, a theme of reverence can be found between the two. 
Written in 1970, Bridge Over Troubled Water signified Simon’s reverence for peace and longevity. Composed during his earlier years with Art Garfunkel, the song testified to the fact that help can come from unlikely sources in life.    

Written in 1986, Graceland was Simon’s first collaboration with the South African artists known as Ladysmith Black Mambazo. Much of the song and album reverences South Africa’s fight against apartheid. While the song appears to reference Elvis’ home, none of the lyrics actually pertain to Elvis. Rather, the song alludes to Simon’s trip through the delta region on a trip to Memphis, Tennessee. Simon reverences the idea of being accepted at Graceland. 

Both Bridge Over Troubled Water and Graceland share a common theme. The idea of reverence permeates the two songs. In Bridge Over Troubled Water, Simon reverences peace and help from others. In Graceland, Simon reverences acceptance from others, especially from lovers. Simon’s lyrics in Graceland concerning acceptance from others are particularly applicable to the civil unrest in South Africa during the time he recorded the song. Apartheid had a stronghold on the region of South Africa and the resulting lyrics may reflect the very emotions of the black majority feeling unaccepted at the time. Although composed at different adult stages, both songs convey a reverence for acceptance and peace.

Bridge Over Troubled Water
When you’re weary, feeling small, (acknowledging pain)
When tears are in your eyes, I will dry them all; (reverence for others in pain)
I’m on your side. When times get rough (reverence for others in pain)
And friends just can’t be found, (recognizing isolation)
Like a bridge over troubled water (rescue from pain)
I will lay me down. (offering help)
Like a bridge over troubled water (rescue from pain)
I will lay me down. (offering help)
When you’re down and out, (reverence for others in pain)
When you’re on the street,  (acknowledging pain) 
When evening falls so hard (recognizing sadness or depression)
I will comfort you.  (offering help) 
I’ll take your part. (offering substitution for another’s pain)
When darkness comes (recognizing isolation)
And pains is all around, (acknowledging pain)
Like a bridge over troubled water (rescue from pain)
I will lay me down. (offering help)
Like a bridge over troubled water (rescue from pain)
I will lay me down. (offering help)

Sail on silvergirl, (possible reference to wealth or privilege) 
Sail on by. (she has signified liberation or calmness)
Your time has come to shine. (she has signified liberation or calmness)
All your dreams are on their way. (peace comes to fruition)
See how they shine. (people appreciate safety and comfort) 
If you need a friend (offering help)
I’m sailing right behind. (following for support)
Like a bridge over troubled water (rescue from pain)
I will ease your mind. (offering help)
Like a bridge over troubled water (rescue from pain)
I will ease your mind. (offering help)
Graceland
The Mississippi delta was shining (a trip through the south)
Like a national guitar (musical reference to the south)
I am following the river (the river of life and music)
Down the highway (the river of life and music)
Through the cradle of the civil war (acknowledging past wars at home and abroad)
I’m going to Graceland (where he wants to find acceptance)
Graceland (where he wants to find acceptance)
In Memphis Tennessee (where he wants to find acceptance)
I’m going to Graceland (where he wants to find acceptance)
Poorboys and pilgrims with families (reverence to those who have little wealth)
And we are going to Graceland (where he wants to find acceptance)
My traveling companion is nine years old (child from a previous marriage)
He is the child of my first marriage (child from a previous marriage)
But I’ve reason to believe (hoping for acceptance) 
We both will be received  (hoping for acceptance) 
In Graceland (where he wants to find acceptance)

She comes back to tell me she’s gone (his lover leaves)
As if I didn’t know that (he already knew he was rejected) 
As if I didn’t know my own bed (he already knew he was rejected) 
As if I’d never noticed (he already knew he was rejected) 
The way she brushed her hair from her forehead (a sign of disdain)
And she said losing love 
Is like a window in your heart (acceptance is apparent to others)
Everybody sees you’re blown apart (acceptance is apparent to others)
Everybody sees the wind blow (acceptance is apparent to others)

I’m going to Graceland (where he wants to find acceptance)
Memphis Tennessee (where he wants to find acceptance)
I’m going to Graceland (where he wants to find acceptance)
Poorboys and pilgrims with families (reverence to those who have little wealth)
And we are going to Graceland (where he wants to find acceptance)

And my traveling companions
Are ghosts and empty sockets (he has nobody to accept him)
I’m looking at ghosts and empties (he has nobody to accept him)
But I’ve reason to believe (hoping for acceptance)
We all will be received (hoping for acceptance)
In Graceland  (where he wants to find acceptance) 

There is a girl in New York city
Who calls herself the human trampoline 
And sometimes when I’m falling, flying
Or tumbling in turmoil I say
Oh, so this is what she means (disassociating with peace and calmness)
She means were bouncing into Graceland (he has turmoil receiving acceptance)
And I see losing love (acceptance is apparent to others)
Is like a window in your heart (acceptance is apparent to others)
Everybody sees you’re blown apart (acceptance is apparent to others)
Everybody sees the wind blow (acceptance is apparent to others)

In Graceland, in Graceland (where he wants to find acceptance)
I’m going to Graceland (where he wants to find acceptance)
For reasons I cannot explain (longing for acceptance)
There’s some part of me wants to see (longing for acceptance)
Graceland (longing for acceptance)
And I may be obliged to defend 
Every love, every ending (reasons for lack of acceptance)
Or maybe there’s no obligations now (putting the past behind)
Maybe Ive a reason to believe (hoping for acceptance)
We all will be received (hoping for acceptance)
In Graceland (hoping for acceptance)
