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1. GOD sends Prophets for the education of the people and the progress of mankind. Each such 
Manifestation of God has raised humanity. They serve the whole world by the bounty of God. The 
sure proof that they are the Manifestations of God is in the education and progress of the people. 
The Jews were in the lowest condition of ignorance, and captives under Pharaoh when Moses 
appeared and raised them to a high state of civilization. Thus was the reign of Solomon brought 
about and science and art were made known to mankind. Even Greek philosophers became students 
of Solomon's teaching. Thus was Moses proved to be a Prophet. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá:  ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in London, p. 42 
  
2. The highest praise is due to men who devote their energies to science, and the noblest center is a 

center wherein the sciences and arts are taught and studied. Science ever tends to the illumination 
of the world of humanity. It is the cause of eternal honor to man, and its sovereignty is far greater 
than the sovereignty of kings. The dominion of kings has an ending; the king himself may be 
dethroned; but the sovereignty of science is everlasting and without end. Consider the philosophers 
of former times. Their rule and dominion is still manifest in the world. The Greek and Roman 
kingdoms with all their grandeur passed away; the ancient sovereignties of the Orient are but 
memories, whereas the power and influence of Plato and Aristotle still continue. Even now in 
schools and universities of the world their names are revered and commemorated, but where do we 
hear the names of bygone kings extolled? They are forgotten and rest in the valley of oblivion. It is 
evident that the sovereignty of science is greater than the dominion of rulers. Kings have invaded 
countries and achieved conquest through the shedding of blood, but the scientist through his 
beneficent achievements invades the regions of ignorance, conquering the realm of minds and 
hearts. Therefore, his conquests are everlasting. May you attain extraordinary progress in this 
center of education. May you become radiant lights flooding the dark regions and recesses of 
ignorance with illumination. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá:  The Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 348-349 

 
3. As material and physical sciences are taught here and are constantly unfolding in wider vistas of 

attainment, I am hopeful that spiritual development may also follow and keep pace with these outer 
advantages. As material knowledge is illuminating those within the walls of this great temple of 
learning, so also may the light of the spirit, the inner and divine light of the real philosophy glorify 
this institution. The most important principle of divine philosophy is the oneness of the world of 
humanity, the unity of mankind, the bond conjoining East and West, the tie of love which blends 
human hearts. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá:  Bahá’í World Faith, pp. 244; The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 31 

 
4. The Arabs then excelled all the peoples of the world in science and the arts, in industry and 

invention, in philosophy, government and moral character. And truly, the rise of this brutish and 
despicable element, in such a short interval, to the supreme heights of human perfection, is the 
greatest demonstration of the rightfulness of the Lord Muḥammad’s Prophethood. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá:  Secrets of Divine Civilization, p. 89 

 



5. History records the appearance in the world of women who have been signs of guidance, power and 
accomplishment. Some were notable poets, some philosophers and scientists, others courageous 
upon the field of battle. Qurratu’l-‘Ayn, a Bahá’í, was a poetess. She discomfited the learned men of 
Persia by her brilliancy and fervor. When she entered a meeting, even the learned were silent. She 
was so well versed in philosophy and science that those in her presence always considered and 
consulted her first. Her courage was unparalleled; she faced her enemies fearlessly until she was 
killed. She withstood a despotic king, the Sháh of Persia, who had the power to decree the death of 
any of his subjects. There was not a day during which he did not command the execution of some. 
This woman singly and alone withstood such a despot until her last breath, then gave her life for her 
faith. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá:  The Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 74-75 

 
6. Among other teachings and principles Bahá’u’lláh counsels the education of all members of society. 

No individual should be denied or deprived of intellectual training, although each should receive 
according to capacity. None must be left in the grades of ignorance, for ignorance is a defect in the 
human world. All mankind must be given a knowledge of science and philosophy—that is, as much 
as may be deemed necessary. All cannot be scientists and philosophers, but each should be 
educated according to his needs and deserts. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá:  The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 108 

 
 


