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There can be no doubt whatever that the peoples of the world, of whatever race or religion, derive

their inspiration from one heavenly Source, and are the subjects of one God. The difference

between the ordinances under which they abide should be attributed to the varying requirements

and exigencies of the age in which they were revealed. All of them, except a few which are the

outcome of human perversity, were ordained of God, and are a reflection of His Will and Purpose.
Bahd'u’llah: Gleanings, p. 217

Know thou assuredly that the essence of all the Prophets of God is one and the same. Their unity is
absolute. God, the Creator, saith: There is no distinction whatsoever among the Bearers of My
Message. They all have but one purpose; their secret is the same secret. To prefer one in honor to
another, to exalt certain ones above the rest, is in no wise to be permitted. Every true Prophet hath
regarded His Message as fundamentally the same as the Revelation of every other Prophet gone
before Him.

Baha’u’llah: Gleanings, pp. 78-79

The measure of the revelation of the Prophets of God in this world, however, must differ. Each and
every one of them hath been the Bearer of a distinct Message, and hath been commissioned to
reveal Himself through specific acts. It is for this reason that they appear to vary in their greatness.
Their Revelation may be likened unto the light of the moon that sheddeth its radiance upon the
earth. Though every time it appeareth, it revealeth a fresh measure of its brightness, yet its inherent
splendor can never diminish, nor can its light suffer extinction.

Bahd'u’llah: Gleanings, p. 79

The foundations of the divine religions are one. If we investigate these foundations, we discover
much ground for agreement, but if we consider the imitations of forms and ancestral beliefs, we find
points of disagreement and division; for these imitations differ, while the sources and foundations
are one and the same. That is to say, the fundamentals are conducive to unity, but imitations are
the cause of disunion and dismemberment.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 41

Bahd’u’llah promulgated the fundamental oneness of religion. He taught that reality is one and not
multiple, that it underlies all divine precepts and that the foundations of the religions are, therefore,
the same. Certain forms and imitations have gradually arisen. As these vary, they cause differences
among religionists. If we set aside these imitations and seek the fundamental reality underlying our
beliefs, we reach a basis of agreement because it is one and not multiple.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 175

Religion should unite all hearts and cause wars and disputes to vanish from the face of the earth,
give birth to spirituality, and bring life and light to each heart. If religion becomes a cause of dislike,
hatred and division, it were better to be without it, and to withdraw from such a religion would be a
truly religious act. For it is clear that the purpose of a remedy is to cure; but if the remedy should
only aggravate the complaint it had better be left alone. Any religion which is not a cause of love
and unity is no religion. All the holy prophets were as doctors to the soul; they gave prescriptions for
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the healing of mankind; thus any remedy that causes disease does not come from the great and
supreme Physician.
‘Abdu’l-Baha: Paris Talks, p. 130

Fourth, that religion must be conducive to love and unity among mankind; for if it be the cause of
enmity and strife, the absence of religion is preferable. When Moses appeared, the tribes of Israel
were in a state of disunion as captives of the Pharaohs. Moses gathered them together, and the
divine law established fellowship among them. They became as one people, united, consolidated,
after which they were rescued from bondage. They passed into the promised land, advanced in all
degrees, developed sciences and arts, progressed in material affairs, increased in divine or spiritual
civilization until their nation rose to its zenith in the sovereignty of Solomon. It is evident, therefore,
that religion is the cause of unity, fellowship and progress among mankind. The function of a
shepherd is to gather the sheep together and not to scatter them. Then Christ appeared. He united
varying and divergent creeds and warring people of His time. He brought together Greeks and
Romans, reconciled Egyptians and Assyrians, Chaldeans and Phoenicians. Christ established unity
and agreement among people of these hostile and warring nations. Therefore, it is again evident
that the purpose of religion is peace and concord. Likewise, Muhammad appeared at a time when
the peoples and tribes of Arabia were divergent and in a state of continual warfare. They killed each
other, pillaged and took captive wives and children. Muhammad united these fierce tribes,
established a foundation of fellowship among them so that they gave up warring against each other
absolutely and established communities. The result was that the Arabian tribes freed themselves
from the Persian yoke and Roman control, established an independent sovereignty which rose to a
high degree of civilization, advanced in sciences and arts, extended the Saracen dominion as far
west as Spain and Andalusia and became famous throughout the world. Therefore, it is proved once
more that the religion of God is intended to be the cause of 129 advancement and solidarity and not
of enmity and dissolution. If it becomes the cause of hatred and strife, its absence is preferable. Its
purpose is unity, and its foundations are one.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 128-129

The religion of God is one religion, but it must ever be renewed.
‘Abdu’l-Baha: Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, p. 52

Baha'u'llah taught, that Religion is the chief foundation of Love and Unity and the cause of Oneness.
If a religion become the cause of hatred and disharmony, it would be better that it should not exist.
To be without such a religion is better than to be with it.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: ‘Abdu’l-Bahd in London, p. 28

God has created us all human and all countries of the world are parts of the same globe. We are all
his servants. He is kind and just to all. Why should we be unkind and unjust to each other? He
provides for all. Why should we deprive one another? He protects and preserves all. Why should we
kill our fellow-creatures? If this warfare and strife be for the sake of religion, it is evident that it
violates the spirit and basis of all religion. All the divine Manifestations have proclaimed the oneness
of God and the unity of mankind. They have taught that men should love and mutually help each
other in order that they might progress. Now if this conception of religion be true, its essential
principle is the oneness of humanity. The fundamental truth of the Manifestations is peace. This
underlies all religion, all justice. The divine purpose is that men should live in unity, concord and
agreement and should love one another. Consider the virtues of the human world and realize that
the oneness of humanity is the primary foundation of them all. Read the Gospel and the other holy
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books. You will find their fundamentals are one and the same. Therefore unity is the essential truth
of religion and when so understood embraces all the virtues of the human world. Praise be to God!
this knowledge has been spread, eyes have been opened and ears have become attentive.
Therefore we must endeavor to promulgate and practice the religion of God which has been
founded by all the prophets. And the religion of God is absolute love and unity.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Bahd’i World Faith, p. 245; Promulgation of World Peace, p. 32

The real bond of integrity is religious in character, for religion indicates the oneness of the world of
humanity. Religion serves the world of morality. Religion purifies the hearts. Religion impels men to
achieve praiseworthy deeds. Religion becomes the cause of love in human hearts, for religion is a
divine foundation, the foundation ever conducive to life. The teachings of God are the source of
illumination to the people of the world. Religion is ever constructive, not destructive.

The foundation of all the divine religions is one. All are based upon reality. Reality does not
admit plurality, yet amongst mankind there have arisen differences concerning the Manifestations
of God. Some have been Zoroastrians, some are Buddhists, some Jews, Christians, Muslims and so
on. This has become a source of divergence, whereas the teachings of the holy Souls Who founded
the divine religions are one in essence and reality. All these have served the world of humanity. All
have summoned souls to peace and accord. All have proclaimed the virtues of humanity. All have
guided souls to the attainment of perfections, but among the nations certain imitations of ancestral
forms of worship have arisen. These imitations are not the foundation and essence of the divine
religions. Inasmuch as they differ from the reality and the essential teachings of the Manifestations
of God, dissensions have arisen, and prejudice has developed. Religious prejudice thus becomes the
cause of warfare and battle.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 544

From the time of the creation of Adam to this day there have been two pathways in the world of
humanity; one the natural or materialistic, the other the religious or spiritual. The pathway of nature
is the pathway of the animal realm....

The second pathway is that of religion, the road of the divine Kingdom. It involves the
acquisition of praiseworthy attributes, heavenly illumination and righteous actions in the world of
humanity. This pathway is conducive to the progress and uplift of the world. It is the source of
human enlightenment, training and ethical improvement; the magnet which attracts the love of God
because of the knowledge of God it bestows. This is the road of the holy Manifestations of God for
they are in reality the foundation of the divine religion of oneness. There is no change or
transformation in this pathway. It is the cause of human betterment, the acquisition of heavenly
virtues and the illumination of mankind.

Alas! that humanity is completely submerged in imitations and unrealities notwithstanding the
truth of divine religion has ever remained the same. Superstitions have obscured the fundamental
reality, the world is darkened and the light of religion is not apparent. This darkness is conducive to
differences and dissensions; rites and dogmas are many and various; therefore discord has arisen
among the religious systems whereas religion is for the unification of mankind. True religion is the
source of love and agreement amongst men, the cause of the development of praiseworthy
qualities; but the people are holding to the counterfeit and imitation, negligent of the reality which
unifies; so they are bereft and deprived of the radiance of religion. They follow superstitions
inherited from their fathers and ancestors. To such an extent has this prevailed that they have taken
away the heavenly light of divine truth and sit in the darkness of imitations and imaginations. That
which was meant to be conducive to life has become the cause of death; that which should have
been an evidence of knowledge is now a proof of ignorance; that which was a factor in the sublimity



13.

14.

15.

16.

of human nature has proved to be its degradation. Therefore the realm of the religionist has
gradually narrowed and darkened and the sphere of the materialist has widened and advanced; for
the religionist has held to imitation and counterfeit, neglecting and discarding holiness and the
sacred reality of religion. When the sun sets it is the time for bats to fly. They come forth because
they are creatures of the night. When the lights of religion become darkened the materialists
appear. They are the bats of night. The decline of religion is their time of activity; they seek the
shadows when the world is darkened and clouds have spread over it.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Foundations of Unity, pp. 69, 71

Although the divine teachings are truth and reality, yet with the passage of time thick clouds
envelop and obscure them. These clouds are imitations and superstitions; they are not the
fundamentals. Then the Sun of Truth, the Word of God, arises again, shines forth once more in the
glory of its power and disperses the enveloping darkness.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 62

The divine religions are like the progression of the seasons of the year. When the earth becomes
dead and desolate and because of frost and cold no trace of vanished spring remains, the springtime
dawns again and clothes everything with a new garment of life. The meadows become fresh and
green, the trees are adorned with verdure and fruits appear upon them. Then the winter comes
again, and all the traces of spring disappear. This is the continuous cycle of the seasons - spring,
winter, then the return of spring. But though the calendar changes and the years move forward,
each springtime that comes is the return of the springtime that has gone; this spring is the renewal
of the former spring. Springtime is springtime, no matter when or how often it comes. The divine
Prophets are as the coming of spring, each renewing and quickening the teachings of the Prophet
Who came before Him. Just as all seasons of spring are essentially one as to newness of life, vernal
showers and beauty, so the essence of the mission and accomplishment of all the Prophets is one
and the same.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 126-127

Bahd’u’llah teaches that the foundations of the divine religion are one reality which does not admit
of multiplicity or division. Therefore, the commandments and teachings of God are one. The
religious differences and divisions which exist in the world are due to blind imitations of forms
without knowledge or investigation of the fundamental divine reality which underlies all the
religions. Inasmuch as these imitations of ancestral forms are various, dissensions have arisen
among the people of religion. Therefore, it is necessary to free mankind from this subjection to
blind belief by pointing the way of guidance to reality itself, which is the only basis of unity.
‘Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 287

... Bahd’u’llah declared the necessity of peace among the nations and the reality of reconciliation
between the religions of the world. He announced that the fundamental basis of all religion is one,
that the essence of religion is human fellowship and that the differences in belief which exist are
due to dogmatic interpretation and blind imitations which are at variance with the foundations
established by the Prophets of God. He proclaimed that if the reality underlying religious teaching
be investigated all religions would be unified, and the purpose of God, which is love and the
blending of human hearts, would be accomplished.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 354
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The essentials of the divine religion are one reality, indivisible and not multiple. Itis one. And when
through investigation we find it to be single, we have a basis for the oneness of the world of
humanity.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 42

The fundamental principle enunciated by Baha’u’llah ... is that religious truth is not absolute but

relative, that Divine Revelation is a continuous and progressive process, that all the great religions of

the world are divine in origin, that their basic principles are in complete harmony, that their aims

and purposes are one and the same, that their teachings are but facets of one truth, that their

functions are complementary, that they differ only in the nonessential aspects of their doctrines,

and that their missions represent successive stages in the spiritual evolution of human society....
Shoghi Effendi: The Promised Day is Come, p. v

We should, therefore, detach ourselves from the external forms and practices of religion. We must
realize that these forms and practices, however beautiful, are but garments clothing the warm heart
and the living limbs of Divine truth. We must abandon the prejudices of tradition if we would
succeed in finding the truth at the core of all religions. If a Zoroastrian believes that the Sun is God,
how can he be united to other religions? While idolaters believe in their various idols, how can they
understand the oneness of God?

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Paris Talks, p. 136

It is evident therefore that the divine teachings are intended to create a bond of unity in the human
world and establish the foundations of love and fellowship among mankind. Divine religion is not a
cause for discord and disagreement. If religion becomes the source of antagonism and strife, the
absence of religion is to be preferred. Religion is meant to be the quickening life of the body politic;
if it be the cause of death to humanity, its nonexistence would be a blessing and benefit to man.
Therefore in this day the divine teachings must be sought, for they are the remedies for the present
conditions of the world of humanity.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Foundations of World Unity, pp. 22-23

Still another cause of disagreement and dissension has been the formation of religious sects and
denominations. Baha’u’llah said that God has sent religion for the purpose of establishing fellowship
among humankind and not to create strife and discord, for all religion is founded upon the love of
humanity. Abraham promulgated this principle, Moses summoned all to its recognition, Christ
established it, and Muhammad directed mankind to its standard. This is the reality of religion. If we
abandon hearsay and investigate the reality and inner significance of the heavenly teachings, we will
find the same divine foundation of love for humanity. The purport is that religion is intended to be
the cause of unity, love and fellowship and not discord, enmity and estrangement. Man has forsaken
the foundation of divine religion and adhered to blind imitations. Each nation has clung to its own
imitations, and because these are at variance, warfare, bloodshed and destruction of the foundation
of humanity have resulted. True religion is based upon love and agreement. Baha’u’llah has said, “If
religion and faith are the causes of enmity and sedition, it is far better to be nonreligious, and the
absence of religion would be preferable; for we desire religion to be the cause of amity and
fellowship. If enmity and hatred exist, irreligion is preferable.” Therefore, the removal of this
dissension has been specialized in Bahad’u’llah, for religion is the divine remedy for human
antagonism and discord. But when we make the remedy the cause of the disease, it would be better
to do without the remedy.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 231-232



22.

23.

24.

The Faith standing identified with the name of Bahd’u’llah disclaims any intention to belittle any of
the Prophets gone before Him, to whittle down any of their teachings, to obscure, however slightly,
the radiance of their Revelations, to oust them from the hearts of their followers, to abrogate the
fundamentals of their doctrines, to discard any of their revealed Books, or to suppress the legitimate
aspirations of their adherents. Repudiating the claim of any religion to be the final revelation of God
to man, disclaiming finality for His own Revelation, Baha’u’llah inculcates the basic principle of the
relativity of religious truth, the continuity of Divine Revelation, the progressiveness of religious
experience. His aim is to widen the basis of all revealed religions and to unravel the mysteries of
their scriptures. He insists on the unqualified recognition of the unity of their purpose, restates the
eternal verities they enshrine, coordinates their functions, distinguishes the essential and the
authentic from the nonessential and spurious in their teachings, separates the God-given truths
from the priest-prompted superstitions, and on this as a basis proclaims the possibility, and even
prophecies the inevitability, of their unification, and the consummation of their highest hopes.
Shoghi Effendi: The Promised Day is Come, p. 108

One cannot call one World Faith superior to another, as they all come from God; they are
progressive, each suited to certain needs of the time.
Shoghi Effendi: Directives of the Guardian, p. 40

There can be no doubt that the decline of religion as a social force, of which the deterioration of
religious institutions is but an external phenomenon, is chiefly responsible for so grave, so
conspicuous an evil. “Religion,” writes Baha’u’llah, “is the greatest of all means for the
establishment of order in the world and for the peaceful contentment of all that dwell therein. The
weakening of the pillars of religion hath strengthened the hands of the ignorant and made them
bold and arrogant. Verily | say, whatsoever hath lowered the lofty station of religion hath increased
the waywardness of the wicked, and the result cannot be but anarchy.” “Religion,” He, in another
Tablet, has stated, “is a radiant light and an impregnable stronghold for the protection and welfare
of the peoples of the world, for the fear of God impelleth man to hold fast to that which is good, and
shun all evil. Should the lamp of religion be obscured, chaos and confusion will ensue, and the lights
of fairness, of justice, of tranquillity and peace cease to shine.” “Know thou,” He, in yet another
connection, has written, “that they who are truly wise have likened the world unto the human
temple. As the body of man needeth a garment to clothe it, so the body of mankind must needs be
adorned with the mantle of justice and wisdom. Its robe is the Revelation vouchsafed unto it by
God.”

Shoghi Effendi: The World Order of Bahd’u’lldh, pp. 186-187



