Becoming A Brilliant Star
Social Development

(Ch3)

If you overesteem great men,
people become powerless.

If you overvalue possessions,
people begin to steal.

The Master leads

by emptying people's minds

and filling their cores,

by weakening their ambition

and toughening their resolve.

He helps people |ose everything
they know, everything they desire,
and creates confusion

in those who think that they know.

Practice not-doing,
and everything will fall into place.

(Ch17)

When the Master governs, the people
are hardly aware that he exists.

Next best is aleader who is loved.
Next, one who is feared.

The worst is one who is despised.

If you don't trust the people,
you make them untrustworthy.

The Master doesn't talk, he acts.
When hiswork is done,

the people say, "Amazing:
wedid it, all by ourselves!"

(Ch19)
Throw away holiness and wisdom,

and people will be a hundred times happier.

Throw away morality and justice,
and people will do the right thing.
Throw away industry and profit,
and there won't be any thieves.

If these three aren't enough,

just stay at the center of thecircle
and let all things take their course.

(Ch 30)

Whoever relies on the Tao in governing men
doesn't try to force issues

or defeat enemies by force of arms.

For every force thereis a counterforce.
Violence, even well intentioned,

aways rebounds upon oneself.

The Master does his job

and then stops.

He understands that the universe
isforever out of contral,

and that trying to dominate events
goes against the current of the Tao.
Because he believes in himself,

he doesn't try to convince others.
Because he is content with himself,
he doesn't need others approval.
Because he accepts himself,

the whole world accepts him.

(Ch 31)
Weapons are the tools of violence;
all decent men detest them.

Weapons are the tools of fear;
adecent man will avoid them
except in the direst necessity

and, if compelled, will use them
only with the utmost restraint.
Peace is his highest value.

If the peace has been shattered,

how can he be content?

His enemies are not demons,

but human beings like himself.

He doesn't wish them personal harm.
Nor does hergoicein victory.

How could heregjoicein victory

and delight in the slaughter of men?



He enters a battle gravely,
with sorrow and with great compassion,
asif he were attending afuneral.

(From Ch 32)

When you have names and forms,
know that they are provisional.

When you have institutions,

know where their functions should end.
Knowing when to stop,

you can avoid any danger.

(Ch 46)

When a country isin harmony with the Tao,
the factories make trucks and tractors.
When a country goes counter to the Tao,
warheads are stockpiled outside the cities.

Thereis no greater illusion than fear,
no greater wrong than preparing to defend
yourself,

no greater misfortune than having an enemy.

Whoever can see through all fear
will aways be safe.

(Ch 49)
The Master has no mind of her own.
She works with the mind of the people.

She is good to people who are good.
Sheisaso good to people who aren't good.
Thisistrue goodness.

She trusts people who are trustworthy.
She aso trusts people who aren't
trustworthy.

Thisistrue trust.

The Master's mind is like space.
People don't understand her.

They look to her and wait.

She treats them like her own children.

(Ch59)
For governing a country well
there is nothing better than moderation.

The mark of a moderate man
is freedom from his own ideas.
Tolerant like the sky,
all-pervading like sunlight,
firm like amountain,

supple like atree in the wind,
he has no destination in view
and makes use of anything

life happens to bring his way.

Nothing isimpossible for him.
Because he has | et go,

he can care for the people's welfare
as amother caresfor her child.

(Ch 60)

Governing alarge country

islike frying asmall fish.

Y ou spoil it with too much poking.

Center your country in the Tao

and evil will have no power.

Not that it isn't there,

but you'll be able to step out of itsway.

Give evil nothing to oppose
and it will disappear by itself.

(Ch6l)

When a country obtains great power,
it becomes like the sea:

all streamsrun downward into it.
The more powerful it grows,

the greater the need for humility.
Humility means trusting the Tao,
thus never needing to be defensive.

A great nation is like a great man:

When he makes a mistake, he realizesit.
Having realized it, he admitsit.

Having admitted it, he correctsit.

He considers those who point out his faults



as his most benevolent teachers.
He thinks of his enemy
as the shadow that he himself casts.

If anation is centered in the Tao,

if it nourishesits own people

and doesn't meddle in the affairs of others,
it will bealight to al nationsin the world.

(From Ch 64)

What isrooted is easy to nourish.
What is recent is easy to correct.
What is brittle is easy to break.
What is small is easy to scatter.

(From Ch 65)

If you want to learn how to govern,
avoid being clever or rich.

The ssimplest pattern isthe clearest.
Content with an ordinary life,

you can show all people the way
back to their own true nature.

(Ch 66)

All streams flow to the sea
because it islower than they are.
Humility givesit its power.

If you want to govern the people,
you must place yourself below them.
If you want to lead the people,

you must learn how to follow them.

The Master is above the people,
and no one feels oppressed.
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She goes ahead of the people,
and no one feels manipul ated.
The whole world is grateful to her.
Because she competes with no one,
no one can compete with her.

(Ch 69)

The generals have a saying:
"Rather than make the first move
it is better to wait and see.

Rather than advance an inch

it is better to retreat ayard.”

Thisiscalled
going forward without advancing,
pushing back without using weapons.

There is no greater misfortune

than underestimating your enemy.
Underestimating your enemy

means thinking that heis evil.

Thus you destroy your three treasures
and become an enemy yourself.

When two great forces oppose each other,
the victory will go
to the one that knows how to yield.

(Ch. 75)

When taxes are too high,

people go hungry.

When the government is too intrusive,
people lose their spirit.

Act for the people's benefit.
Trust them; leave them alone.
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