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1. O SON OF JUSTICE!
Whither can alover go but to the land of his beloved? and what seeker findeth rest away from his
heart's desire? To the true lover reunion is life, and separation is death. His breast is void of
patience and his heart hath no peace. A myriad lives he would forsake to hasten to the abode of
his beloved.

Bah&’u’llah: Persian Hidden Words, # 4

2. O SON OF THE SUPREME!
| have made death a messenger of joy to thee. Wherefore dost thou grieve? | made the light to
shed on thee its splendor. Why dost thou veil thyself therefrom?

Baha’u’llah: Arabic Hidden Words, #32

3. O SON OF MAN!
The light hath shone on thee from the horizon of the sacred Mount and the spirit of
enlightenment hath breathed in the Sinai of thy heart. Wherefore, free thyself from the veils of
idle fancies and enter into My court, that thou mayest be fit for everlasting life and worthy to
meet Me. Thus may death not come upon thee, neither weariness nor trouble.

Baha’u’llah: Arabic Hidden Words, #63

4. OYETHAT ARELYING ASDEAD ON THE COUCH OF HEEDLESSNESS!
Ages have passed and your precious lives are well-nigh ended, yet not a single breath of purity
hath reached Our court of holiness from you. Though immersed in the ocean of misbelief, yet
with your lips ye profess the one true faith of God. Him whom | abhor ye have loved, and of My
foe ye have made a friend. Notwithstanding, ye walk on My earth complacent and self-satisfied,
heedless that My earth isweary of you and everything within it shunneth you. Were ye but to
open your eyes, ye would, in truth, prefer amyriad griefs unto this joy, and would count death
itself better than thislife.

Baha’u’llah: Persian Hidden Words, #20

5. O SON OF WORLDLINESS!
Pleasant is the realm of being, wert thou to attain thereto; gloriousis the domain of eternity,
shouldst thou pass beyond the world of mortality; sweet isthe holy ecstasy if thou drinkest of the
mystic chalice from the hands of the celestial Y outh. Shouldst thou attain this station, thou
wouldst be freed from destruction and death, from toil and sin.

Baha’u’llah: Persian Hidden Words, #70

6. O CHILDREN OF NEGLIGENCE!
Set not your affections on mortal sovereignty and rejoice not therein. Y e are even as the unwary
bird that with full confidence warbleth upon the bough; till of a sudden the fowler Death throws
it upon the dust, and the melody, the form and the color are gone, leaving not a trace. Wherefore
take heed, O bondslaves of desire!

Bah&’u’llah: Persian Hidden Words, #75



7. O SON OF BEING!
Bring thyself to account each day ere thou art summoned to areckoning; for death, unheralded,
shall come upon thee and thou shalt be called to give account for thy deeds.

Bah&’u’llah: Arabic Hidden Words, #31

8. O SON OF MAN!
Sorrow not save that thou art far from Us. Rejoice not save that thou art drawing near and
returning unto Us.

Baha’u’llah: Arabic Hidden Words, #35

9. Death proffereth unto every confident believer the cup that is life indeed. It bestoweth
joy, and is the bearer of gladness. It conferreth the gift of everlasting life.
Baha’u’llah: Gleanings, p. 345

10. O My servants! Sorrow not if, in these days and on this earthly plane, things contrary to
your wishes have been ordained and manifested by God, for days of blissful joy, of heavenly
delight, are assuredly in store for you. Worlds, holy and spiritually glorious, will be unveiled to
your eyes. You are destined by Him, in thisworld and hereafter, to partake of their benefits, to
sharein their joys, and to obtain a portion of their sustaining grace. To each and every one of
them you will, no doubt, attain.

Baha’u’llah: Gleanings, p. 329

11. Thou hast asked Me concerning the nature of the soul. Know, verily, that the soul isa
sign of God, a heavenly gem whose reality the most |earned of men hath failed to grasp, and
whose mystery no mind, however acute, can ever hope to unravel. It isthe first among al created
things to declare the excellence of its Creator, the first to recognize His glory, to cleaveto His
truth, and to bow down in adoration before Him. If it be faithful to God, it will reflect His light,
and will, eventually, return unto Him. If it fail, however, in its allegiance to its Creator, it will
become a victim to self and passion, and will, in the end, sink in their depths.

Whoso hath, in this Day, refused to allow the doubts and fancies of men to turn him away
from Him Who is the Eternal Truth, and hath not suffered the tumult provoked by the
ecclesiastical and secular authorities to deter him from recognizing His Message, such a man will
be regarded by God, the Lord of al men, as one of His mighty signs, and will be numbered
among them whose names have been inscribed by the Pen of the Most High in His Book. Blessed
is he that hath recognized the true stature of such a soul, that hath acknowledged its station, and
discovered its virtues.

Much hath been written in the books of old concerning the various stages in the devel opment
of the soul, such as concupiscence, irascibility, inspiration, benevolence, contentment, Divine
good-pleasure, and the like; the Pen of the Most High, however, is disinclined to dwell upon
them. Every soul that walketh humbly with its God, in this Day, and cleaveth unto Him, shall
find itself invested with the honor and glory of all goodly names and stations.

When man is asleep, his soul can, in no wise, be said to have been inherently affected by any
external object. It is not susceptible of any change initsoriginal state or character. Any variation
initsfunctionsisto be ascribed to external causes. It isto these external influences that any
variationsin its environment, its understanding, and perception should be attributed.



Consider the human eye. Though it hath the faculty of perceiving all created things, yet the
dlightest impediment may so obstruct its vision as to deprive it of the power of discerning any
object whatsoever. Magnified be the name of Him Who hath created, and is the Cause of, these
causes, Who hath ordained that every change and variation in the world of being be made
dependent upon them. Every created thing in the whole universe is but adoor leading into His
knowledge, asign of His sovereignty, arevelation of His names, a symbol of His mgjesty, a
token of His power, a means of admittance into His straight Path....

Verily | say, the human soul is, in its essence, one of the signs of God, a mystery among His
mysteries. It is one of the mighty signs of the Almighty, the harbinger that proclaimeth the reality
of all the worlds of God. Within it lieth concealed that which the world is now utterly incapable
of apprehending. Ponder in thine heart the revelation of the Soul of God that pervadeth all His
Laws, and contrast it with that base and appetitive nature that hath rebelled against Him, that
forbiddeth men to turn unto the Lord of Names, and impelleth them to walk after their lusts and
wickedness. Such asoul hath, in truth, wandered far in the path of error...

Thou hast, moreover, asked Me concerning the state of the soul after its separation from the
body. Know thou, of atruth, that if the soul of man hath walked in the ways of God, it will,
assuredly, return and be gathered to the glory of the Beloved. By the righteousness of God! It
shall attain a station such as no pen can depict, or tongue describe. The soul that hath remained
faithful to the Cause of God, and stood unwaveringly firm in His Path shall, after his ascension,
be possessed of such power that all the worlds which the Almighty hath created can benefit
through him. Such a soul provideth, at the bidding of the Ideal King and Divine Educator, the
pure leaven that |eaveneth the world of being, and furnisheth the power through which the arts
and wonders of the world are made manifest. Consider how meal needeth leaven to be leavened
with. Those souls that are the symbols of detachment are the leaven of the world. Meditate on
this, and be of the thankful.

In several of Our Tablets We have referred to this theme, and have set forth the various
stages in the development of the soul. Verily | say, the human soul is exalted above all egress and
regress. It is still, and yet it soareth; it moveth, and yet it is still. It is, initself, atestimony that
beareth witness to the existence of aworld that is contingent, as well as to the reality of aworld
that hath neither beginning nor end. Behold how the dream thou hast dreamed is, after the lapse
of many years, re-enacted before thine eyes. Consider how strange is the mystery of the world
that appeareth to thee in thy dream. Ponder in thine heart upon the unsearchable wisdom of God,
and meditate on its manifold revelations....

Witness the wondrous evidences of God's handiwork, and reflect upon its range and
character. He Who is the Seal of the Prophets hath said: “Increase my wonder and amazement at
Thee, O God!”

Asto thy question whether the physical world is subject to any limitations, know thou that
the comprehension of this matter dependeth upon the observer himself. In one sensg, it islimited;
in another, it is exated beyond all limitations. The one true God hath everlastingly existed, and
will everlastingly continue to exist. His creation, likewise, hath had no beginning, and will have
no end. All that is created, however, is preceded by a cause. Thisfact, initself, establisheth,
beyond the shadow of a doubt, the unity of the Creator.

Thou hast, moreover, asked Me concerning the nature of the celestial spheres. To
comprehend their nature, it would be necessary to inquire into the meaning of the allusions that
have been made in the Books of old to the celestial spheres and the heavens, and to discover the



character of their relationship to this physical world, and the influence which they exert upon it.
Every heart isfilled with wonder at so bewildering atheme, and every mind is perplexed by its
mystery. God, aone, can fathom itsimport. The learned men, that have fixed at severa thousand
years the life of this earth, have failed, throughout the long period of their observation, to
consider either the number or the age of the other planets. Consider, moreover, the manifold
divergencies that have resulted from the theories propounded by these men. Know thou that
every fixed star hath its own planets, and every planet its own creatures, whose number no man
can compute.

O thou that hast fixed thine eyes upon My countenance! The Day Spring of Glory hath, in
this Day, manifested its radiance, and the Voice of the Most High is calling. We have formerly
uttered these words: “Thisis not the day for any man to question his Lord. It behoveth whosoever
hath hearkened to the Call of God, as voiced by Him Who is the Day Spring of Glory, to arise
and cry out: 'Heream |, heream |, O Lord of all Names, heream I, here am |, O Maker of the
heavens! | testify that, through Thy Revelation, the things hidden in the Books of God have been
revealed, and that whatsoever hath been recorded by Thy Messengers in the sacred Scriptures
hath been fulfilled.”

Baha’u’llah: Gleanings, pp. 158-163

12. Thou hast asked Me whether man, as apart from the Prophets of God and His chosen
ones, will retain, after his physical death, the self-same individuality, personality, consciousness,
and understanding that characterize hislifein thisworld. If this should be the case, how isit,
thou hast observed, that whereas such slight injuriesto his mental faculties as fainting and severe
illness deprive him of his understanding and consciousness, his death, which must involve the
decomposition of his body and the dissolution of its elements, is powerless to destroy that
understanding and extinguish that consciousness? How can any one imagine that man's
consciousness and personality will be maintained, when the very instruments necessary to their
existence and function will have completely disintegrated?

Know thou that the soul of man is exalted above, and isindependent of all infirmities of
body or mind. That a sick person showeth signs of weakness is due to the hindrances that
interpose themselves between his soul and his body, for the soul itself remaineth unaffected by
any bodily ailments. Consider the light of the lamp. Though an external object may interfere with
its radiance, the light itself continueth to shine with undiminished power. In like manner, every
malady afflicting the body of man is an impediment that preventeth the soul from manifesting its
inherent might and power. When it leaveth the body, however, it will evince such ascendancy,
and reveal such influence as no force on earth can equal. Every pure, every refined and sanctified
soul will be endowed with tremendous power, and shall rejoice with exceeding gladness.

Consider the lamp which is hidden under a bushel. Though itslight be shining, yet its
radiance is concealed from men. Likewise, consider the sun which hath been obscured by the
clouds. Observe how its splendor appeareth to have diminished, when in reality the source of that
light hath remained unchanged. The soul of man should be likened unto this sun, and all things
on earth should be regarded as his body. So long as no external impediment interveneth between
them, the body will, in its entirety, continue to reflect the light of the soul, and to be sustained by
its power. As soon as, however, aveil interposeth itself between them, the brightness of that light
seemeth to lessen.



Consider again the sun when it is completely hidden behind the clouds. Though the earth is
still illumined with its light, yet the measure of light which it receiveth is considerably reduced.
Not until the clouds have dispersed, can the sun shine again in the plenitude of its glory. Neither
the presence of the cloud nor its absence can, in any way, affect the inherent splendor of the sun.
The soul of man isthe sun by which his body isillumined, and from which it draweth its
sustenance, and should be so regarded.

Consider, moreover, how the fruit, ereit isformed, lieth potentially within the tree. Were the
tree to be cut into pieces, no sign nor any part of the fruit, however small, could be detected.
When it appeareth, however, it manifesteth itself, as thou hast observed, in its wondrous beauty
and glorious perfection. Certain fruits, indeed, attain their fullest development only after being
severed from the tree.

Baha’u’llah: Gleanings, pp. 153-155

13. And now concerning thy question regarding the soul of man and its survival after death.
Know thou of atruth that the soul, after its separation from the body, will continue to progress
until it attaineth the presence of God, in a state and condition which neither the revolution of ages
and centuries, nor the changes and chances of thisworld, can alter. It will endure as long as the
Kingdom of God, His sovereignty, His dominion and power will endure. It will manifest the
signs of God and His attributes, and will reveal Hisloving-kindness and bounty. The movement
of My Penisstilled when it attempteth to befittingly describe the loftiness and glory of so exalted
a station. The honor with which the Hand of Mercy will invest the soul is such as no tongue can
adequately reveal, nor any other earthly agency describe. Blessed is the soul which, at the hour of
its separation from the body, is sanctified from the vain imaginings of the peoples of the world.
Such asoul liveth and moveth in accordance with the Will of its Creator, and entereth the
al-highest Paradise. The Maids of Heaven, inmates of the loftiest mansions, will circle around it,
and the Prophets of God and His chosen ones will seek its companionship. With them that soul
will freely converse, and will recount unto them that which it hath been made to endure in the
path of God, the Lord of all worlds. If any man be told that which hath been ordained for such a
soul in the worlds of God, the Lord of the throne on high and of earth below, his whole being
will instantly blaze out in his great longing to attain that most exalted, that sanctified and
resplendent station.... The nature of the soul after death can never be described, nor isit meet and
permissible to revea its whole character to the eyes of men. The Prophets and Messengers of
God have been sent down for the sole purpose of guiding mankind to the straight Path of Truth.
The purpose underlying Their revelation hath been to educate all men, that they may, at the hour
of death, ascend, in the utmost purity and sanctity and with absolute detachment, to the throne of
the Most High. The light which these souls radiate is responsible for the progress of the world
and the advancement of its peoples. They are like unto leaven which leaveneth the world of
being, and constitute the animating force through which the arts and wonders of the world are
made manifest. Through them the clouds rain their bounty upon men, and the earth bringeth forth
itsfruits. All things must needs have a cause, a motive power, an animating principle. These
souls and symbols of detachment have provided, and will continue to provide, the supreme
moving impulse in the world of being. The world beyond is as different from thisworld as this
world is different from that of the child while still in the womb of its mother. When the soul
attaineth the Presence of God, it will assume the form that best befitteth its immortality and is
worthy of its celestial habitation. Such an existence is a contingent and not an absol ute existence,



inasmuch as the former is preceded by a cause, whilst the latter isindependent thereof. Absolute
existence is strictly confined to God, exalted be His glory. Well isit with them that apprehend
this truth. Wert thou to ponder in thine heart the behavior of the Prophets of God thou wouldst
assuredly and readily testify that there must needs be other worlds besides this world. The
majority of the truly wise and learned have, throughout the ages, asit hath been recorded by the
Pen of Glory in the Tablet of Wisdom, borne witness to the truth of that which the holy Writ of
God hath revealed. Even the materialists have testified in their writings to the wisdom of these
divinely-appointed Messengers, and have regarded the references made by the Prophetsto
Paradise, to hell fire, to future reward and punishment, to have been actuated by adesireto
educate and uplift the souls of men. Consider, therefore, how the generality of mankind,
whatever their beliefs or theories, have recognized the excellence, and admitted the superiority,
of these Prophets of God. These Gems of Detachment are acclaimed by some as the
embodiments of wisdom, while others believe them to be the mouthpiece of God Himself. How
could such Souls have consented to surrender themselves unto their enemiesif they believed all
the worlds of God to have been reduced to this earthly life? Would they have willingly suffered
such afflictions and torments as no man hath ever experienced or witnessed?

Baha’u’llah: Gleanings, pp. 155-158

14. And now concerning thy question whether human souls continue to be conscious one of
another after their separation from the body. Know thou that the souls of the people of Bah4, who
have entered and been established within the Crimson Ark, shall associate and commune
intimately one with another, and shall be so closely associated in their lives, their aspirations,
their aims and strivings as to be even as one soul. They are indeed the ones who are
well-informed, who are keen-sighted, and who are endued with understanding. Thus hath it been
decreed by Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The people of Bahd, who are the inmates of the Ark of God, are, one and all, well aware of
one another's state and condition, and are united in the bonds of intimacy and fellowship. Such a
state, however, must depend upon their faith and their conduct. They that are of the same grade
and station are fully aware of one another's capacity, character, accomplishments and merits.
They that are of alower grade, however, are incapable of comprehending adequately the station,
or of estimating the merits, of those that rank above them. Each shall receive his share from thy
Lord. Blessed is the man that hath turned his face towards God, and walked steadfastly in His
love, until his soul hath winged its flight unto God, the Sovereign Lord of al, the Most Powerful,
the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

The souls of the infidels, however, shall--and to this | bear witness--when breathing their |ast
be made aware of the good things that have escaped them, and shall bemoan their plight, and
shall humble themselves before God. They shall continue doing so after the separation of their
souls from their bodies.

It isclear and evident that all men shall, after their physical death, estimate the worth of their
deeds, and realize all that their hands have wrought. | swear by the Day Star that shineth above
the horizon of Divine power! They that are the followers of the one true God shall, the moment
they depart out of thislife, experience such joy and gladness as would be impossible to describe,
while they that live in error shall be seized with such fear and trembling, and shall be filled with
such consternation, as nothing can exceed. Well isit with him that hath quaffed the choice and



incorruptible wine of faith through the gracious favor and the manifold bounties of Him Who is
the Lord of all Faiths....

Thisisthe Day when the loved ones of God should keep their eyes directed towards His
Manifestation, and fasten them upon whatsoever that Manifestation may be pleased to reveal.
Certain traditions of bygone ages rest on no foundations whatever, while the notions entertained
by past generations, and which they have recorded in their books, have, for the most part, been
influenced by the desires of a corrupt inclination. Thou dost witness how most of the
commentaries and interpretations of the words of God, now current amongst men, are devoid of
truth. Their falsity hath, in some cases, been exposed when the intervening veils were rent
asunder. They themselves have acknowledged their failure in apprehending the meaning of any
of the words of God.

Our purpose is to show that should the loved ones of God sanctify their hearts and their ears
from the vain sayings that were uttered aforetime, and turn with their inmost soulsto Him Who is
the Day Spring of His Revelation, and to whatsoever things He hath manifested, such behavior
would be regarded as highly meritoriousin the sight of God....

Magnify His Name, and be thou of the thankful. Convey My greetings to My loved ones,
whom God hath singled out for His love, and caused them to achieve their objects. All glory be
to God, the Lord of al worlds.

Bah&’u’llah: Gleanings, pp. 169-172

15. Itisclear and evident that when the veils that conceal the realities of the manifestations
of the Names and Attributes of God, nay of al created things visible or invisible, have been rent
asunder, nothing except the Sign of God will remain--a sign which He, Himself, hath placed
within these realities. This sign will endure aslong asis the wish of the Lord thy God, the Lord
of the heavens and of the earth. If such be the blessings conferred on all created things, how
superior must be the destiny of the true believer, whose existence and life are to be regarded as
the originating purpose of all creation. Just as the conception of faith hath existed from the
beginning that hath no beginning, and will endure till the end that hath no end, in like manner
will the true believer eternally live and endure. His spirit will everlastingly circle round the Will
of God. He will last aslong as God, Himself, will last. He is revealed through the Revelation of
God, and is hidden at His bidding. It is evident that the loftiest mansions in the Realm of
Immortality have been ordained as the habitation of them that have truly believed in God and in
His signs. Death can never invade that holy seat. Thus have We entrusted thee with the signs of
thy Lord, that thou mayest persevere in thy love for Him, and be of them that comprehend this
truth.

Bah&’u’llah: Gleanings, pp. 140-141

16. O My brother! When atrue seeker determineth to take the step of search in the path
leading unto the knowledge of the Ancient of Days, he must, before all else, cleanse his heart,
which isthe seat of the revelation of the inner mysteries of God, from the obscuring dust of all
acquired knowledge, and the allusions of the embodiments of satanic fancy. He must purge his
breast, which is the sanctuary of the abiding love of the Beloved, of every defilement, and
sanctify his soul from all that pertaineth to water and clay, from all shadowy and ephemera
attachments. He must so cleanse his heart that no remnant of either love or hate may linger
therein, lest that love blindly incline him to error, or that hate repel him away from the truth.



Even as thou dost witness in this Day how most of the people, because of such love and hate, are
bereft of the immortal Face, have strayed far from the Embodiments of the Divine mysteries, and,
shepherdless, are roaming through the wilderness of oblivion and error.

That seeker mugt, at all times, put his trust in God, must renounce the peoples of the earth,
must detach himself from the world of dust, and cleave unto Him Who isthe Lord of Lords. He
must never seek to exalt himself above any one, must wash away from the tablet of his heart
every trace of pride and vain-glory, must cling unto patience and resignation, observe silence and
refrain from idle talk. For the tongue is a smoldering fire, and excess of speech a deadly poison.
Material fire consumeth the body, whereas the fire of the tongue devoureth both heart and soul.
The force of the former lasteth but for atime, whilst the effects of the latter endureth a century.

That seeker should, also, regard backbiting as grievous error, and keep himself aloof from its
dominion, inasmuch as backbiting quencheth the light of the heart, and extinguisheth the life of
the soul. He should be content with little, and be freed from all inordinate desire. He should
treasure the companionship of them that have renounced the world, and regard avoidance of
boastful and worldly people a precious benefit. At the dawn of every day he should commune
with God, and, with al his soul, persevere in the quest of his Beloved. He should consume every
wayward thought with the flame of His loving mention, and, with the swiftness of lightning, pass
by all else save Him. He should succor the dispossessed, and never withhold his favor from the
destitute. He should show kindness to animals, how much more unto his fellow-man, to him who
is endowed with the power of utterance. He should not hesitate to offer up hislife for his
Beloved, nor allow the censure of the people to turn him away from the Truth. He should not
wish for others that which he doth not wish for himself, nor promise that which he doth not fulfil.
With al his heart he should avoid fellowship with evil-doers, and pray for the remission of their
sins. He should forgive the sinful, and never despise his low estate, for none knoweth what his
own end shall be. How often hath a sinner attained, at the hour of death, to the essence of faith,
and, quaffing the immortal draught, hath taken his flight unto the Concourse on high! And how
often hath a devout believer, at the hour of his soul's ascension, been so changed asto fal into
the nethermost fire!

Our purpose in revealing these convincing and weighty utterances is to impress upon the
seeker that he should regard all else beside God as transient, and count all things save Him, Who
isthe Object of all adoration, as utter nothingness.

These are among the attributes of the exalted, and constitute the hall-mark of the
spiritually-minded. They have already been mentioned in connection with the requirements of the
wayfarers that tread the path of Positive Knowledge. When the detached wayfarer and sincere
seeker hath fulfilled these essential conditions, then and only then can he be called a true seeker.
Whensoever he hath fulfilled the conditions implied in the verse: “Whoso maketh efforts for Us,”
he shall enjoy the blessings conferred by the words: “1n Our Ways shall We assuredly guide
him.”

Only when the lamp of search, of earnest striving, of longing desire, of passionate devotion,
of fervid love, of rapture, and ecstasy, is kindled within the seeker's heart, and the breeze of His
loving-kindness is wafted upon his soul, will the darkness of error be dispelled, the mists of
doubts and misgivings be dissipated, and the lights of knowledge and certitude envelop his being.
At that hour will the Mystic Herald, bearing the joyful tidings of the Spirit, shine forth from the
City of God resplendent as the morn, and, through the trumpet-blast of knowledge, will awvaken
the heart, the soul, and the spirit from the slumber of heedlessness. Then will the manifold favors



and outpouring grace of the holy and everlasting Spirit confer such new life upon the seeker that
he will find himself endowed with a new eye, anew ear, anew heart, and a new mind. He will
contemplate the manifest signs of the universe, and will penetrate the hidden mysteries of the
soul. Gazing with the eye of God, he will perceive within every atom a door that leadeth him to
the stations of absolute certitude. He will discover in all things the mysteries of Divine
Revelation, and the evidences of an everlasting Manifestation.

| swear by God! Were he that treadeth the path of guidance and seeketh to scale the heights
of righteousness to attain unto this glorious and exalted station, he would inhale, at a distance of
athousand leagues, the fragrance of God, and would perceive the resplendent morn of aDivine
guidance rising above the Day Spring of all things. Each and every thing, however small, would
be to him arevelation, leading him to his Beloved, the Object of his quest. So great shall be the
discernment of this seeker that he will discriminate between truth and falsehood, even as he doth
distinguish the sun from shadow. If in the uttermost corners of the East the sweet savors of God
be wafted, he will assuredly recognize and inhale their fragrance, even though he be dwelling in
the uttermost ends of the West. He will, likewise, clearly distinguish al the signs of God--His
wondrous utterances, His great works, and mighty deeds--from the doings, the words and ways of
men, even as the jeweler who knoweth the gem from the stone, or the man who distinguisheth
the spring from autumn, and heat from cold. When the channel of the human soul is cleansed of
all worldly and impeding attachments, it will unfailingly perceive the breath of the Beloved
across immeasurabl e distances, and will, led by its perfume, attain and enter the City of
Certitude.

Therein he will discern the wonders of His ancient Wisdom, and will perceive all the hidden
teachings from the rustling leaves of the Tree that flourisheth in that City. With both hisinner
and outer ear, he will hear from its dust the hymns of glory and praise ascending unto the Lord of
Lords, and with hisinner eye will he discover the mysteries of “return” and “revival.”

How unspeakably glorious are the signs, the tokens, the revelations, and splendors which He,
Who isthe King of Names and Attributes, hath destined for that City! The attainment unto this
City quencheth thirst without water, and kindleth the love of God without fire. Within every
blade of grass are enshrined the mysteries of an inscrutable Wisdom, and upon every rose-bush a
myriad nightingales pour out, in blissful rapture, their melody. Its wondrous tulips unfold the
mystery of the undying Fire in the Burning Bush, and its sweet savors of holiness breathe the
perfume of the Messianic Spirit. It bestoweth wealth without gold, and conferreth immortality
without death. In each one of its leaves ineffable delights are treasured, and within every chamber
unnumbered mysteries lie hidden.

They that valiantly labor in quest of God, will, when once they have renounced all else but
Him, be so attached and wedded unto that City, that a moment's separation from it would to them
be unthinkable. They will hearken unto infallible proofs from the Hyacinth of that assembly, and
will receive the surest testimonies from the beauty of its Rose, and the melody of its Nightingale.
Once in about a thousand years shall this City be renewed and readorned....

That City is none other than the Word of God revealed in every age and dispensation. In the
days of Moses it was the Pentateuch; in the days of Jesus, the Gospel; in the days of Muhammad,
the Messenger of God, the Qur’ @n; in this day, the Bayan; and in the Dispensation of Him Whom
God will make manifest, His own Book--the Book unto which all the Books of former



Dispensations must needs be referred, the Book that standeth amongst them all transcendent and
supreme.
Baha’u’llah: Gleanings, pp. 264-270

17. Know thou that every hearing ear, if kept pure and undefiled, must, at al times and from
every direction, hearken to the voice that uttereth these holy words: “Verily, we are God's, and to
Him shall we return.” The mysteries of man's physical death and of his return have not been
divulged, and still remain unread. By the righteousness of God! Were they to be revealed, they
would evoke such fear and sorrow that some would perish, while others would be so filled with
gladness as to wish for death, and beseech, with unceasing longing, the one true God--exalted be
His glory--to hasten their end.

Death proffereth unto every confident believer the cup that islife indeed. It bestoweth joy,
and isthe bearer of gladness. It conferreth the gift of everlasting life.

Asto those that have tasted of the fruit of man's earthly existence, which is the recognition
of the one true God, exalted be His glory, their life hereafter is such as We are unable to describe.
The knowledge thereof is with God, alone, the Lord of all worlds.

Baha’u’llah: Gleanings, pp. 345-346

18. Thefollowing isan evidence of the sovereignty exercised by Muhammad, the Day-star
of Truth. Hast thou not heard how with one single verse He hath sundered light from darkness,
the righteous from the ungodly, and the believing from the infidel ? All the signs and allusions
concerning the Day of Judgment, which thou hast heard, such as the raising of the dead, the Day
of Reckoning, the Last Judgment, and others have been made manifest through the revelation of
that verse. These revealed words were a blessing to the righteous who on hearing them
exclaimed: “O God our Lord, we have heard, and obeyed.” They were a curse to the people of
iniquity who, on hearing them affirmed: “We have heard and rebelled.” Those words, sharp as
the sword of God, have separated the faithful from the infidel, and severed father from son. Thou
hast surely witnessed how they that have confessed their faith in Him and they that rejected Him
have warred against each other, and sought one another's property. How many fathers have
turned away from their sons; how many lovers have shunned their beloved! So mercilessly
trenchant was this wondrous sword of God that it cleft asunder every relationship! On the other
hand, consider the welding power of His Word. Observe, how those in whose midst the Satan of
self had for years sown the seeds of malice and hate became so fused and blended through their
allegiance to this wondrous and transcendent Revelation that it seemed as if they had sprung
from the same loins. Such is the binding force of the Word of God, which uniteth the hearts of
them that have renounced all else but Him, who have believed in His signs, and quaffed from the
Hand of glory the Kawthar of God's holy grace. Furthermore, how numerous are those peopl es of
divers beliefs, of conflicting creeds, and opposing temperaments, who, through the reviving
fragrance of the Divine springtime, breathing from the Ridvan of God, have been arrayed with
the new robe of divine Unity, and have drunk from the cup of His singleness!

Thisisthe significance of the well-known words:. “ The wolf and the lamb shall feed
together.”* Behold the ignorance and folly of those who, like the nations of old, are still
expecting to witness the time when these beasts will feed together in one pasture! Such istheir
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low estate. Methinks, never have their lips touched the cup of understanding, neither have their
feet trodden the path of justice. Besides, of what profit would it be to the world were such athing
to take place? How well hath He spoken concerning them: “Hearts have they, with which they
understand not, and eyes have they with which they see not!”?

Consider how with this one verse which hath descended from the heaven of the Will of God,
the world and all that is therein have been brought to a reckoning with Him. Whosoever
acknowledged His truth and turned unto Him, his good works outweighed his misdeeds, and all
his sins were remitted and forgiven. Thereby is the truth of these words concerning Him made
manifest: “Swift isHein reckoning.” Thus God turneth iniquity into righteousness, were ye to
explore the realms of divine knowledge, and fathom the mysteries of Hiswisdom. In like
manner, whosoever partook of the cup of love, obtained his portion of the ocean of eternal grace
and of the showers of everlasting mercy, and entered into the life of faith--the heavenly and
everlasting life. But he that turned away from that cup was condemned to eternal death. By the
terms “life” and “death,” spoken of in the scriptures, isintended the life of faith and the death of
unbelief. The generality of the people, owing to their failure to grasp the meaning of these words,
rejected and despised the person of the Manifestation, deprived themselves of the light of His
divine guidance, and refused to follow the example of that immortal Beauty.

When the light of Qur’ anic Revelation was kindled within the chamber of Muhammad's holy
heart, He passed upon the people the verdict of the Last Day, the verdict of resurrection, of
judgment, of life, and of death. Thereupon the standards of revolt were hoisted, and the doors of
derision opened. Thus hath He, the Spirit of God, recorded, as spoken by the infidels: “And if
thou shouldst say, "After death ye shall surely be raised again,’ the infidels will certainly exclaim,
“Thisis nothing but manifest sorcery.”® Again He speaketh: “If ever thou dost marvel,
marvellous surely istheir saying, "What! When we have become dust, shall we be restored in a
new creation?”“ Thus, in another passage, He wrathfully exclaimeth: “Are We wearied out with
the first creation? Y et are they in doubt with regard to a new creation!”>

As the commentators of the Qur’ an and they that follow the letter thereof misapprehended
the inner meaning of the words of God and failed to grasp their essential purpose, they sought to
demonstrate that, according to the rules of grammar, whenever the term “idha” (meaning “if” or
“when”) precedeth the past tenseg, it invariably hath reference to the future. Later, they were sore
perplexed in attempting to explain those verses of the Book wherein that term did not actually
occur. Even as He hath revealed: “ And there was a blast on the trumpet,--l0! it is the threatened
Day! And every soul is summoned to areckoning,--with him an impeller and awitness.”® In
explaining this and similar verses, they have in some cases argued that the term “idha” is
implied. In other instances, they have idly contended that whereas the Day of Judgment is
inevitable, it hath therefore been referred to as an event not of the future but of the past. How
vain their sophistry! How grievous their blindness! They refuse to recognize the trumpet-blast
which so explicitly in this text was sounded through the revelation of Muhammad. They deprive
themselves of the regenerating Spirit of God that breathed into it, and foolishly expect to hear the
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trumpet-sound of the Seraph of God who is but one of His servants! Hath not the Seraph himself,
the angel of the Judgment Day, and his like been ordained by Muhammad's own utterance? Say:
What! Will ye give that which isfor your good in exchange for that which is evil? Wretched is
that which ye have falsely exchanged! Surely ye are a people, evil, in grievous loss.

Nay, by “trumpet” is meant the trumpet-call of Muhammad's Revelation, which was sounded
in the heart of the universe, and by “resurrection” is meant His own rise to proclaim the Cause of
God. He bade the erring and wayward arise and speed out of the sepulchres of their bodies,
arrayed them with the beauteous robe of faith, and quickened them with the breath of a new and
wondrous life. Thus at the hour when Muhammad, that divine Beauty, purposed to unveil one of
the mysteries hidden in the symbolic terms “resurrection,” “judgment,” “paradise,” and “hell,”
Gabriel, the Voice of Inspiration, was heard saying: “Erelong will they wag their heads at Thee,
and say, "When shall this be? Say: “Perchanceit is nigh.”’ The implications of this verse alone
suffice the peoples of the world, were they to ponder it in their hearts.

Gracious God! How far have that people strayed from the way of God! Although the Day of
Resurrection was ushered in through the Revelation of Muhammad, although His light and
tokens had encompassed the earth and al that is therein, yet that people derided Him, gave
themselves up to those idols which the divines of that age, in their vain and idle fancy, had
conceived, and deprived themselves of the light of heavenly grace and of the showers of divine
mercy. Y ea, the abject beetle can never scent the fragrance of holiness, and the bat of darkness
can never face the splendour of the sun.

Such things have come to passin the days of every Manifestation of God. Even as Jesus
said: “Ye must be born again.”® Again He saith: “Except aman be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that
which isborn of the Spirit is spirit.”® The purport of these words s that whosoever in every
dispensation is born of the Spirit and is quickened by the breath of the Manifestation of Holiness,
he verily is of those that have attained unto “life” and “resurrection” and have entered into the
“paradise” of the love of God. And whosoever is not of them, is condemned to “death” and
“deprivation,” to the “fire” of unbelief, and to the “wrath” of God. In all the scriptures, the books
and chronicles, the sentence of death, of fire, of blindness, of want of understanding and hearing,
hath been pronounced against those whose lips have tasted not the ethereal cup of true
knowledge, and whose hearts have been deprived of the grace of the holy Spirit in their day.
Even asit hath been previously recorded: “Hearts have they with which they understand not.

In another passage of the Gospel it iswritten: “And it came to pass that on a certain day the
father of one of the disciples of Jesus had died. That disciple reporting the death of hisfather
unto Jesus, asked for leave to go and bury him. Whereupon, Jesus, that Essence of Detachment,
answered and said: “Let the dead bury their dead.”**

In like manner, two of the people of Kufih went to Ali, the Commander of the Faithful. One
owned a house and wished to sell it; the other was to be the purchaser. They had agreed that this
transaction should be effected and the contract be written with the knowledge of Ali. He, the
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exponent of the law of God, addressing the scribe, said: “Write thou: “A dead man hath bought
from another dead man a house. That house is bounded by four limits. One extendeth toward the
tomb, the other to the vault of the grave, the third to the Sirat, the fourth to either Paradise or
hell.” Reflect, had these two souls been quickened by the trumpet-call of Ali, had they risen from
the grave of error by the power of hislove, the judgment of death would certainly not have been
pronounced against them.

In every age and century, the purpose of the Prophets of God and their chosen ones hath
been no other but to affirm the spiritual significance of the terms “life,” “resurrection,” and
“judgment.” If one will ponder but for awhile this utterance of Ali in his heart, one will surely
discover all mysteries hidden in the terms “grave,” “tomb,” “sirat,” “paradise” and “hell.” But
oh! how strange and pitiful! Behold, all the people are imprisoned within the tomb of self, and lie
buried beneath the nethermost depths of worldly desire! Wert thou to attain to but a dewdrop of
the crystal waters of divine knowledge, thou wouldst readily realize that true life is not the life of
the flesh but the life of the spirit. For the life of the flesh is common to both men and animals,
whereas the life of the spirit is possessed only by the pure in heart who have quaffed from the
ocean of faith and partaken of the fruit of certitude. This life knoweth no death, and this
existence is crowned by immortality. Even as it hath been said: “He who isatrue believer liveth
both in thisworld and in the world to come.” If by “life” be meant this earthly life, it is evident
that death must needs overtake it.

Similarly, the records of all the scriptures bear witness to this lofty truth and this most
exalted word. Moreover, this verse of the Qur’ an, revealed concerning Hamzih, the “ Prince of
Martyrs,”*? and Abu-Jahl, is aluminous evidence and sure testimony of the truth of Our saying:
“Shall the dead, whom We have quickened, and for whom We have ordained a light whereby he
may walk among men, be like him, whose likeness is in the darkness, whence he will not come
forth?”*® This verse descended from the heaven of the Primal Will at atime when Hamzih had
aready been invested with the sacred mantle of faith, and Abu-Jahl had waxed relentlessin his
opposition and unbelief. From the Wellspring of omnipotence and the Source of eternal holiness,
there came the judgment that conferred everlasting life upon Hamzih, and condemned Abu-Jahl
to eternal damnation. Thiswas the signal that caused the fires of unbelief to glow with the hottest
flame in the heart of the infidels, and provoked them openly to repudiate His truth. They loudly
clamoured: “When did Hamzih die? When was he risen? At what hour was such alife conferred
upon him?" Asthey understood not the significance of these noble sayings, nor sought
enlightenment from the recognized expounders of the Faith, that these might confer a sprinkling
of the Kawthar of divine knowledge upon them, therefore such fires of mischief were kindled
amongst men.

Thou dost witness today how, notwithstanding the radiant splendour of the Sun of divine
knowledge, all the people, whether high or low, have clung to the ways of those abject
manifestations of the Prince of Darkness. They continually appeal to them for aid in unraveling
the intricacies of their Faith, and, owing to lack of knowledge, they make such repliesascanin
no wise damage their fame and fortune. It is evident that these souls, vile and miserable as the
beetle itself, have had no portion of the musk-laden breeze of eternity, and have never entered the
Ridvan of heavenly delight. How, therefore, can they impart unto others the imperishable
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fragrance of holiness? Such istheir way, and such will it remain for ever. Only those will attain
to the knowledge of the Word of God that have turned unto Him, and repudiated the
manifestations of Satan. Thus God hath reaffirmed the law of the day of His Revelation, and
inscribed it with the pen of power upon the mystic Tablet hidden beneath the vell of celestial
glory. Wert thou to heed these words, wert thou to ponder their outward and inner meaning in thy
heart, thou wouldst seize the significance of all the abstruse problems which, in this day, have
become insuperable barriers between men and the knowledge of the Day of Judgment. Then wilt
thou have no more guestions to perplex thee. We fain would hope that, God willing, thou wilt not
return, deprived and still athirst, from the shores of the ocean of divine mercy, nor come back
destitute from the imperishable Sanctuary of thy heart's desire. Let it now be seen what thy search
and endeavours will achieve.

Baha’u’llah: The Kitab-i-igan, pp. 111-123

19. One of the distinguishing characteristics of this most great Dispensation is that the kin
of such as have recognized and embraced the truth of this Revelation and have, in the glory of
His name, the Sovereign Lord, quaffed the choice, sealed wine from the chalice of the love of the
one true God, will, upon their death, if they are outwardly non-believers, be graciously invested
with divine forgiveness and partake of the ocean of His Mercy.

This bounty, however, will be vouchsafed only to such souls as have inflicted no harm upon
Him Who is the Sovereign Truth nor upon Hisloved ones. Thus hath it been ordained by Him
Who isthe Lord of the Throne on High and the Ruler of thisworld and of the world to come.

Baha’u’llah: Family Life, pp. 386

20. We have caused thee to return to thy home as atoken of Our mercy unto thy mother,
inasmuch as We have found her overwhelmed with sorrow. We have enjoined you in the Book
“to worship no one but God and to show kindness to your parents.”** Thus hath the one true God
spoken and the decree hath been fulfilled by the Almighty, the All-Wise. Therefore We have
caused thee to return unto her and unto thy sister, that your mother's eyes may thereby be
cheered, and she may be of the thankful.

Say, O My people! Show honour to your parents and pay homage to them. Thiswill cause
blessings to descend upon you from the clouds of the bounty of your Lord, the Exalted, the Great.

When We learned of her sadness, We directed thee to return unto her, as atoken of mercy
unto thee from Our presence, and as an admonishment for others.

Beware lest ye commit that which would sadden the hearts of your fathers and mothers.
Follow ye the path of Truth which indeed is a straight path. Should anyone give you a choice
between the opportunity to render a service to Me and a service to them, choose ye to serve them,
and let such service be a path leading you to Me. Thisis My exhortation and command unto thee.
Observe therefore that which thy Lord, the Mighty, the Gracious, hath prescribed unto thee.

Bah&’u’llah: Family Life, pp. 386-387

21. To consider that after the death of the body the spirit perishesis like imagining that a
bird in a cage will be destroyed if the cage is broken, though the bird has nothing to fear from the
destruction of the cage. Our body is like the cage, and the spirit is like the bird. We see that
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without the cage this bird flies in the world of sleep; therefore, if the cage becomes broken, the
bird will continue and exist. Its feelings will be even more powerful, its perceptions greater, and
its happiness increased.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Some Answered Questions, p. 228

22. Asto the soul of man after death, it remains in the degree of purity to which it has
evolved during life in the physical body, and after it is freed from the body it remains plunged in
the ocean of God's Mercy.

From the moment the soul leaves the body and arrives in the Heavenly World, its evolution
isspiritual, and that evolution is: The approaching unto God.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Paris Talks, p. 66

23. Asto the question whether the souls will recognize each other in the spiritual world:
Thisfact is certain; for the Kingdom is the world of vision where al the concealed realities will
become disclosed. How much more the well-known souls will become manifest. The mysteries
of which manis heedlessin this earthly world, those he will discover in the heavenly world, and
there will he be informed of the secret of truth; how much more will he recognize or discover
persons with whom he hath been associated. Undoubtedly, the holy souls who find a pure eye
and are favored with insight will, in the kingdom of lights, be acquainted with all mysteries, and
will seek the bounty of witnessing the reality of every great soul. Even they will manifestly
behold the Beauty of God in that world. Likewise will they find all the friends of God, both those
of the former and recent times, present in the heavenly assemblage.

‘Abdu’l-Bah&: Baha’i World Faith, p. 367

24. O thou maidservant of God! Every woman who becometh the maidservant of God
outshineth in glory the empresses of the world, for sheisrelated to God, and her sovereignty is
everlasting, whereas a handful of dust will obliterate the name and fame of those empresses. In
other words, as soon as they go down to the grave they are reduced to naught. The maidservants
of God's Kingdom, on the other hand, enjoy eternal sovereignty unaffected by the passing of ages
and generations.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Selections ... ‘Abdu’l-Baha, p. 123

25. The inscrutable divine wisdom underlieth such heart-rending occurrences. It isasif a
kind gardener transferreth afresh and tender shrub from a confined place to awide open area.
Thistransfer is not the cause of the withering, the lessening or the destruction of that shrub; nay,
on the contrary, it maketh it to grow and thrive, acquire freshness and delicacy, become green
and bear fruit. This hidden secret iswell known to the gardener, but those souls who are unaware
of this bounty suppose that the gardener, in his anger and wrath, hath uprooted the shrub. Y et to
those who are aware, this concealed fact is manifest, and this predestined decree is considered a
bounty. Do not fedl grieved or disconsolate, therefore, at the ascension of that bird of
faithfulness; nay, under all circumstances pray for that youth, supplicating for him forgiveness
and the elevation of his station.

| hope that ye will attain the utmost patience, composure and resignation, and | entreat and
implore at the Threshold of Oneness, begging for forgiveness and pardon. My hope from the
infinite bounties of God isthat He may shelter this dove of the garden of faith, and cause him to



abide on the branch of the Supreme Concourse, that he may sing in the best of melodies the
praise and glorification of the Lord of Names and Attributes.
‘Abdu’l-Baha: Selections ... “‘Abdu’l-Baha, pp. 199-200

26. O God, my God! Fill up for me the cup of detachment from all things, and in the
assembly of Thy splendours and bestowals, rejoice me with the wine of loving Thee. Free me
from the assaults of passion and desire, break off from me the shackles of this nether world, draw
me with rapture unto Thy supernal realm, and refresh me amongst the handmaids with the
breathings of Thy holiness.

O Lord, brighten Thou my face with the lights of Thy bestowals, light Thou mine eyes with
beholding the signs of Thine all-subduing might; delight my heart with the glory of Thy
knowledge that encompasseth all things, gladden Thou my soul with Thy soul-reviving tidings of
great joy, O Thou King of thisworld and the Kingdom above, O Thou Lord of dominion and
might, that | may spread abroad Thy signs and tokens, and proclaim Thy Cause, and promote Thy
Teachings, and serve Thy Law, and exalt Thy Word.

Thou art verily the Powerful, the Ever-Giving, the Able, the Omnipotent.

‘Abdu’l-Bahé: Selections ... ‘Abdu’l-Baha, pp. 174-175

27. O my Lord, my Beloved, my Desirel Befriend me in my loneliness and accompany me
in my exile. Remove my sorrow. Cause me to be devoted to Thy beauty. Withdraw me from all
else save Thee. Attract me through Thy fragrances of holiness. Cause me to be associated in Thy
Kingdom with those who are severed from all else save Thee, who long to serve Thy sacred
threshold and who stand to work in Thy Cause. Enable me to be one of Thy maidservants who
have attained to Thy good pleasure. Verily, Thou art the Gracious, the Generous.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Bah&’i Prayers (US edition), pp. 32-33

28. O God! Refresh and gladden my spirit. Purify my heart. 1llumine my powers. | lay al
my affairsin Thy hand. Thou art my Guide and my Refuge. | will no longer be sorrowful and
grieved; | will be ahappy and joyful being. O God! | will no longer be full of anxiety, nor will |
let trouble harass me. | will not dwell on the unpleasant things of life.

O God! Thou art more friend to me than | am to myself. | dedicate myself to Thee, O Lord.

‘Abdu’l-Bah&: Baha'i Prayers (US edition), pp. 152

29. O my God! O my God! Glory be unto Thee for that Thou hast confirmed me to the
confession of Thy oneness, attracted me unto the word of Thy singleness, enkindled me by the
fire of Thy love, and occupied me with Thy mention and the service of Thy friends and
maidservants.

O Lord, help me to be meek and lowly, and strengthen me in severing myself from all things
and in holding to the hem of the garment of Thy glory, so that my heart may be filled with Thy
love and leave no space for love of the world and attachment to its qualities.

O God! Sanctify me from al else save Thee, purge me from the dross of sins and
transgressions, and cause me to possess a spiritual heart and conscience.

Verily, Thou art merciful and, verily, Thou art the Most Generous, Whose help is sought by
al men.

‘Abdu’l-Bah&: Baha'i Prayers (US edition), pp. 152-153



30. Omy God! O my God! This, Thy servant, hath advanced towards Thee, is passionately
wandering in the desert of Thy love, walking in the path of Thy service, anticipating Thy favors,
hoping for Thy bounty, relying upon Thy kingdom, and intoxicated by the wine of Thy gift. O my
God! Increase the fervor of his affection for Thee, the constancy of his praise of Thee, and the
ardor of hislove for Thee.

Verily, Thou art the Most Generous, the Lord of grace abounding. Thereis no other God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Baha'i Prayers (US edition), pp. 153-154

31. Omy God! O my God! Unite the hearts of Thy servants, and reveal to them Thy great
purpose. May they follow Thy commandments and abidein Thy law. Help them, O God, in
their endeavor, and grant them strength to serve Thee. O God! Leave them not to themselves,
but guide their steps by the light of Thy knowledge, and cheer their hearts by Thy love. Verily,
Thou art their Helper and their Lord.

‘Abdu’l-Bah&: Baha'i Prayers (US edition), p. 204

32. Lauded be Thy name, O my God and the God of all things, my Glory and the Glory of
all things, my Desire and the Desire of al things, my Strength and the Strength of all things, my
King and the King of all things, my Possessor and the Possessor of all things, my Aim and the
Aim of al things, my Mover and the Mover of al things! Suffer me not, | implore Thee, to be
kept back from the ocean of Thy tender mercies, nor to be far removed from the shores of
nearness to Thee.

Aught else except Thee, O my Lord, profiteth me not, and near access to any one save
Thyself availeth me nothing. | entreat Thee by the plenteousness of Thy riches, whereby Thou
didst dispense with all else except Thyself, to number me with such as have set their faces
towards Thee, and arisen to serve Thee.

Forgive, then, O my Lord, Thy servants and Thy handmaidens. Thou, truly, art the
Ever-Forgiving, the Most Compassionate.

Bah&’u’llah: Prayers and Meditations, p. 59

33. Aswe have power to pray for these souls here, so likewise we shall possess the same
power in the other world, which is the Kingdom of God. Are not all the people in that world the
creatures of God? Therefore, in that world also they can make progress. As here they can receive
light by their supplications, there also they can plead for forgiveness and receive light through
entreaties and supplications. Thus as souls in this world, through the help of the supplications,
the entreaties and the prayers of the holy ones, can acquire development, so isit the same after
death. Through their own prayers and supplications they can also progress, more especially when
they are the object of the intercession of the Holy Manifestations.

‘Abdu’l-Bah&: Some Answered Questions, p. 232

34. O my God! O Thou forgiver of sins, bestower of gifts, dispeller of afflictions!
Verily, | beseech Thee to forgive the sins of such as have abandoned the physical garment
and have ascended to the spiritual world.



O my Lord! Purify them from trespasses, dispel their sorrows, and change their darkness into
light. Cause them to enter the garden of happiness, cleanse them with the most pure water, and
grant them to behold Thy splendors on the loftiest mount.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Baha'i Prayers (US edition), pp. 45-46

35. O Thou forgiving Lord!

Although some souls have spent the days of their livesin ignorance, and became estranged
and contumacious, yet, with one wave from the ocean of Thy forgiveness, all those encompassed
by sin will be set free. Whomsoever Thou willest Thou makest a confidant, and whosoever is not
the object of Thy choiceis accounted a transgressor. Shouldst Thou deal with us with Thy
justice, we are all naught but sinners and deserving to be shut out from Thee, but shouldst Thou
uphold mercy, every sinner would be made pure and every stranger afriend. Bestow, then, Thy
forgiveness and pardon, and grant Thy mercy unto all.

Thou art the Forgiver, the Lightgiver and the Omnipotent.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Baha'i Prayers (US edition), p. 47

36. HeisGod, exalted is He, the Lord of loving-kindness and bounty!

Glory be unto Thee, Thou, O my God, the Lord Omnipotent. | testify to Thine omnipotence
and Thy might, Thy sovereignty and Thy loving-kindness, Thy grace and Thy power, the oneness
of Thy Being and the unity of Thine Essence, Thy sanctity and exaltation above the world of
being and all that istherein.

O my God! Thou seest me detached from all save Thee, holding fast unto Thee and turning
unto the ocean of Thy bounty, to the heaven of Thy favor, to the Daystar of Thy grace.

Lord! | bear witnessthat in Thy servant Thou hast reposed Thy Trust, and that is the Spirit
wherewith Thou hast given life to the world.

| ask of Thee by the splendor of the Orb of Thy Revelation, mercifully to accept from him
that which he hath achieved in Thy days. Grant then that he may be invested with the glory of
Thy good-pleasure and adorned with Thine acceptance.

Omy Lord! | myself and all created things bear witness unto Thy might, and | pray Thee not
to turn away from Thyself this spirit that hath ascended unto Thee, unto Thy heavenly place,
Thine exalted Paradise and Thy retreats of nearness, O Thou who art the Lord of all men!

Grant, then, O my God, that Thy servant may consort with Thy chosen ones, Thy saints and
Thy Messengers in heavenly places that the pen cannot tell nor the tongue recount.

O My Lord, the poor one hath verily hastened unto the Kingdom of Thy wealth, the stranger
unto his home within Thy precincts, he that is sore athirst to the heavenly river of Thy bounty.
Deprive him not, O Lord, from his share of the banquet of Thy grace and from the favor of Thy
bounty. Thou art in truth the Almighty, the Gracious, the All-Bountiful.

O my God, Thy Trust hath been returned unto Thee. It behooveth Thy grace and Thy bounty
that have compassed Thy dominions on earth and in heaven, to vouchsafe unto Thy newly
welcomed one Thy gifts and Thy bestowals, and the fruits of the tree of Thy grace! Powerful art
Thou to do as Thou willest, there is none other God but Thee, the Gracious, the Most Bountiful,
the Compassionate, the Bestower, the Pardoner, the Precious, the All-Knowing.

| testify, O my Lord, that Thou hast enjoined upon men to honor their guest, and he that hath
ascended unto Thee hath verily reached Thee and attained Thy Presence. Deal with him then
according to Thy grace and bounty! By Thy glory, | know of a certainty that Thou wilt not



withhold Thyself from that which Thou hast commanded Thy servants, nor wilt Thou deprive
him that hath clung to the cord of Thy bounty and hath ascended to the Dayspring of Thy wealth.
There is none other God but Thee, the One, the Single, the Powerful, the Omniscient, the
Bountiful.
Baha’u’llah: Baha'i Prayers (US edition), pp. 43-45



