
Becoming A Brilliant Star

Citizenship: Wealth and Finances

True Wealth Is Spiritual
1. The essence of wealth is love for Me; whoso loveth Me is the possessor of all things, and he that loveth Me not is indeed of the poor and needy.  This is that which the Finger of Glory and Splendour hath revealed.


Bahá’u’lláh


Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 156

2. O My servants!  Were ye to discover the hidden, the shoreless oceans of My incorruptible wealth, ye would, of a certainty, esteem as nothing the world, nay, the entire creation.  Let the flame of search burn with such fierceness within your hearts as to enable you to attain your supreme and most exalted goal--the station at which ye can draw nigh unto, and be united with, your Best-Beloved...


Bahá’u’lláh


Gleanings, pp. 323‑324

3. It is clear that whatever glory is gained outside the Cause of God turns to abasement at the end; and ease and comfort not met with on the path of God are finally but care and sorrow; and all such wealth is penury, and nothing more.


‘Abdu’l-Bahá


Memorials of the Faithful, p. 4

True Wealth Lies In A Person’s Character
1. 
Say:  Honesty, virtue, wisdom and a saintly character redound to the exaltation of man, while dishonesty, imposture, ignorance and hypocrisy lead to his abasement.  By My life!  Man's distinction lieth not in ornaments or wealth, but rather in virtuous behaviour and true understanding.


Bahá’u’lláh


Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 57

2.
The purpose of the one true God in manifesting Himself is to summon all mankind to truthfulness and sincerity, to piety and trustworthiness, to resignation and submissiveness to the Will of God, to forbearance and kindliness, to uprightness and wisdom.   His object is to array every man with the mantle of a saintly character, and to adorn him with the ornament of holy and goodly deeds.


Bahá’u’lláh


 Gleanings, p. 299

3.
I desire distinction for you.  The Bahá’ís must be distinguished from others of humanity.  But this distinction must not depend upon wealth--that they should become more affluent than other people.  I do not desire for you financial distinction.  It is not an ordinary distinction I desire; not scientific, commercial, industrial distinction. For you I desire spiritual distinction--that is, you must become eminent and distinguished in morals.  In the love of God you must become distinguished from all else.  You must become distinguished for loving humanity, for unity and accord, for love and justice.  In brief, you must become distinguished in all the virtues of the human world--for faithfulness and sincerity, for justice and fidelity, for firmness and steadfastness, for philanthropic deeds and service to the human world, for love toward every human being, for unity and accord with all people, for removing prejudices and promoting international peace.  Finally, you must become distinguished for heavenly illumination and for acquiring the bestowals of God.  I desire this distinction for you.  This must be the point of distinction among you.


‘Abdu’l-Bahá


Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 190

Material Wealth Is Also Important
4.
The first Taraz and the first effulgence which hath dawned from the horizon of the Mother Book is that man should know his own self and recognize that which leadeth unto loftiness or lowliness, glory or abasement, wealth or poverty.  Having attained the stage of fulfilment and reached his maturity, man standeth in need of wealth, and such wealth as he acquireth through crafts or professions is commendable and praiseworthy in the estimation of men of wisdom, and especially in the eyes of servants who dedicate themselves to the education of the world and to the edification of its peoples.  They are, in truth, cup-bearers of the life-giving water of knowledge and guides unto the ideal way.  They direct the peoples of the world to the straight path and acquaint them with that which is conducive to human upliftment and exaltation.  The straight path is the one which guideth man to the dayspring of perception and to the dawning-place of true understanding and leadeth him to that which will redound to glory, honour and greatness.


Bahá’u’lláh


Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 34‑35

5.
It should not be imagined that the writer's earlier remarks constitute a denunciation of wealth or a commendation of poverty.  Wealth is praiseworthy in the highest degree, if it is acquired by an individual's own efforts and the grace of God, in commerce, agriculture, art and industry, and if it be expended for philanthropic purposes.  Above all, if a judicious and resourceful individual should initiate measures which would universally enrich the masses of the people, there could be no undertaking greater than this, and it would rank in the sight of God as the supreme achievement, for such a benefactor would supply the needs and insure the comfort and well‑being of a great multitude.  Wealth is most commendable, provided the entire population is wealthy.  If, however, a few have inordinate riches while the rest are impoverished, and no fruit or benefit accrues from that wealth, then it is only a liability to its possessor.  If, on the other hand, it is expended for the promotion of knowledge, the founding of elementary and other schools, the encouragement of art and industry, the training of orphans and the poor--in brief, if it 

is dedicated to the welfare of society--its possessor will stand out before God and man as the most excellent of all who live on earth and will be accounted as one of the people of paradise.


‘Abdu’l-Bahá


Secret of Divine Civilization, pp. 24‑25

Bahá’ís Must Develop Material And Spiritual Wealth

6.
Man has two powers; and his development, two aspects. One power is connected with the material world, and by it he is capable of material advancement. The other power is spiritual, and through its development his inner, potential nature is awakened. These powers are like two wings. Both must be developed, for flight is impossible with one wing. Praise be to God! Material advancement has been evident in the world, but there is need of spiritual advancement in like proportion. We must strive unceasingly and without rest to accomplish the development of the spiritual nature in man, and endeavor with tireless energy to advance humanity toward the nobility of its true and intended station. For the body of man is accidental; it is of no importance. The time of its disintegration will inevitably come. But the spirit of man is essential and, therefore, eternal. It is a divine bounty. It is the effulgence of the Sun of Reality and, therefore, of greater importance than the physical body. 

 
‘Abdu'l-Baha

 
Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 60

7.
It may be that a man who has every material benefit, and who lives surrounded by all the greatest comfort modern civilization can give him, is denied the all important gift of the Holy Spirit.

It is indeed a good and praiseworthy thing to progress materially, but in so doing, let us not neglect the more important spiritual progress, and close our eyes to the Divine light shining in our midst.

Only by improving spiritually as well as materially can we make any real progress, and become perfect beings. It was in order to bring this spiritual life and light into the world that all the great Teachers have appeared. They came so that the Sun of Truth might be manifested, and shine in the hearts of men, and that through its wondrous power men might attain unto Everlasting Light.

 
‘Abdu'l-Baha

 
Paris Talks, pp. 62‑63

It Is Sometimes Necessary To Sacrifice Material Wealth For Spiritual Wealth
8.
Reflect: Who in this world is able to manifest such transcendent power, such pervading influence? All these stainless hearts and sanctified souls have, with absolute resignation, responded to the summons of His decree. Instead of complaining, they rendered thanks unto God, and amidst the darkness of their anguish they revealed naught but radiant acquiescence to His will. It is evident how relentless was the hate, and how bitter the malice and enmity entertained by all the peoples of the earth towards these companions. The persecution and pain they inflicted on these holy and spiritual beings were regarded by them as means unto salvation, prosperity, and everlasting success. Hath the world, since the days of Adam, witnessed such tumult, such violent commotion? Notwithstanding all the torture they suffered, and manifold the afflictions they endured, they became the object of universal opprobrium and execration. Methinks, patience was revealed only by virtue of their fortitude, and faithfulness itself was begotten only by their deeds.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
The Kitáb-i-Íqán, pp. 235‑236

9.
Consider how the greatest men in the world--whether among prophets or philosophers--all have forfeited their own comfort, have sacrificed their own pleasure for the well‑being of humanity. They have sacrificed their own lives for the body politic. They have sacrificed their own wealth for that of the general welfare. They have forfeited their own honor for the honor of mankind. Therefore it becomes evident that this is the highest attainment for the world of humanity.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Foundations of World Unity, pp. 42‑43

10.
No sacrifice can be deemed too great, no expenditure of material resources, no degree of renunciation of worldly benefits, comfort and pleasures, can be regarded as excessive when we recall the precious blood that flowed, the many lives that were snuffed out, the wealth of material possessions that was plundered during these most tumultuous and cataclysmic years of the Heroic Age of our Faith.

 
Shoghi Effendi

 
Citadel of Faith, p. 93

God Is The Source Of All Wealth
11.
I bear witness, O my God, that Thou hast created me to know Thee and to worship Thee.  I testify, at this moment, to my powerlessness and to Thy might, to my poverty and to Thy wealth.   There is none other God but Thee, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Prayers and Meditations, p. 314

12.
Cast me not from Thy presence, O my Lord, neither do Thou drive me away from the shores of Thy love and Thy good-pleasure.  For the poor can find no refuge unless he knocketh at the door of Thy wealth, and the outcast can find no peace until he be admitted to the court of Thy favor.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Prayers and Meditations, p. 176

13.
The essence of understanding is to testify to one's poverty, and submit to the Will of the Lord, the Sovereign, the Gracious, the All-Powerful.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 155‑156

14.
I implore by the splendour of the light of Thy glorious face, the majesty of Thine ancient grandeur and the power of Thy transcendent sovereignty to ordain for us at this moment every measure of that which is good and seemly and to destine for us every portion of the outpourings of Thy grace.  For granting of gifts doth not cause Thee loss, nor doth the bestowing of favours diminish Thy wealth.

 
The Báb

 
Selections from the Writings of  the Báb, p. 186

15.
Therefore, our weakness is an evidence that there is might; our ignorance proves the reality of knowledge; our need is an indication of supply and wealth.  Were it not for wealth, this need would not exist; were it not for knowledge, ignorance would be unknown; were it not for power, there would be no impotence.  In other words, demand and supply is the law, and undoubtedly all virtues have a center and source.  That source is God, from Whom all these bounties emanate.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 83

Mankind Is Limited In Understanding God’s Wealth

16.
The realm of Divinity is an indivisible oneness, wholly sanctified above human comprehension; for intellectual knowledge of creation is finite, whereas comprehension of Divinity is infinite.  How can the finite comprehend the infinite?  We are utter poverty, whereas the reality of Divinity is absolute wealth.  How can utter poverty understand absolute wealth?  We are utter weakness, whereas the reality of Divinity is absolute power.  Utter weakness can never attain nor apprehend absolute power.  The phenomenal beings, which are captives of limitations, are ever subject to transformation and change in condition.  How can such phenomenal beings ever grasp the heavenly, eternal, unchanging reality?  Assuredly this is an absolute impossibility, for when we study the creational world, we see that the difference of degree is a barrier to such knowing....

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 172

Manifestations of God Are Mankind's Source of Knowledge About Wealth
17.
Man's highest station, however, is attained through faith in God in every Dispensation and by acceptance of what hath been revealed by Him, and not through learning; inasmuch as in every nation there are learned men who are versed in divers sciences.  Nor is it attainable through wealth; for it is similarly evident that among the various classes in every nation there are those possessed of riches.  Likewise are other transitory things.

True knowledge, therefore, is the knowledge of God, and this is none other than the recognition of His Manifestation in each Dispensation.  Nor is there any wealth save in poverty in all save God and sanctity from aught else but Him--a state that can be realized only when demonstrated towards Him Who is the Dayspring of His Revelation.  This doth not mean, however, that one ought not to yield praise unto former Revelations.  On no account is this acceptable, inasmuch as it behooveth man, upon reaching the age of nineteen, to render thanksgiving for the day of his conception as an embryo.  For had the embryo not existed, how could he have reached his present state?  Likewise had the religion taught by Adam not existed, this Faith would not have attained its present stage.  Thus consider thou the development of God's Faith until the end that hath no end.

 
The Báb

 
Selections from the Writings of  the Báb, p. 89

18.
The holy Manifestations of God come into the world to dispel the darkness of the animal, or physical, nature of man, to purify him from his imperfections in order that his heavenly and spiritual nature may become quickened, his divine qualities awakened, his perfections visible, his potential powers revealed and all the virtues of the world of humanity latent within him may come to life.  These holy Manifestations of God are the Educators and Trainers of the world of existence, the Teachers of the world of humanity.  They liberate man from the darkness of the world of nature, deliver him from despair, error, ignorance, imperfections and all evil qualities.  They clothe him in the garment of perfections and exalted virtues.  Men are ignorant; the Manifestations of God make them wise.  They are animalistic; the Manifestations make them human.  They are savage and cruel; the Manifestations lead them into kingdoms of light and love.  They are unjust; the Manifestations cause them to become just.  Man is selfish; They sever him from self and desire.  Man is haughty; They make him meek, humble and friendly.  He is earthly; They make him heavenly.  Men are material; the Manifestations transform them into divine semblance.  They are immature children; the Manifestations develop them into maturity.  Man is poor; They endow him with wealth.  Man is base, treacherous and mean; the Manifestations of God uplift him into dignity, nobility and loftiness.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 465‑466

Both Poverty And Wealth Are Aspects of Life’s Journey

19.
O SON OF MY HANDMAID!

Be not troubled in poverty nor confident in riches, for poverty is followed by riches, and riches are followed by poverty.  Yet to be poor in all save God is a wondrous gift, belittle not the value thereof, for in the end it will make thee rich in God, and thus thou shalt know the meaning of the utterance, “In truth ye are the poor,” and the holy words, “God is the all-possessing,” shall even as the true morn break forth gloriously resplendent upon the horizon of the lover's heart, and abide secure on the throne of wealth.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
The Hidden Words, Persian #51

20.
SON OF MAN!

Should prosperity befall thee, rejoice not, and should abasement come upon thee, grieve not, for both shall pass away and be no more.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
The Hidden Words, Arabic #52

21.
Man must walk in many paths and be subjected to various processes in his evolution upward.  Physically he is not born in full stature but passes through consecutive stages of fetus, infant, childhood, youth, maturity and old age.  Suppose he had the power to remain young throughout his life.  He then would not understand the meaning of old age and could not believe it existed.  If he could not realize the condition of old age, he would not know that he was young.  He would not know the difference between young and old without experiencing the old.  Unless you have passed through the state of infancy, how would you know this was an infant beside you?  If there were no wrong, how would you recognize the right?  If it were not for sin, how would you appreciate virtue?  If evil deeds were unknown, how could you commend good actions?  If sickness did not exist, how would you understand health?  Evil is nonexistent; it is the absence of good.  Sickness is the loss of health; poverty, the lack of riches.  When wealth disappears, you are poor; you look within the treasure box but find nothing there.  Without knowledge there is ignorance; therefore, ignorance is simply the lack of knowledge.  Death is the absence of life.  Therefore, on the one hand, we have existence; on the other, nonexistence, negation or absence of existence.

Briefly, the journey of the soul is necessary.  The pathway of life is the road which leads to divine knowledge and attainment.  Without training and guidance the soul could never progress beyond the conditions of its lower nature, which is ignorant and defective.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 295‑296

Unity Produces Wealth/Dissension And Disunity Reduces Wealth
22.
In these days it is incumbent upon everyone to adhere tenaciously unto unity and concord and to labour diligently in promoting the Cause of God, that perchance the wayward souls may attain that which will lead unto abiding prosperity.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 60

23.
Note ye how easily, where unity existeth in a given family, the affairs of that family are conducted; what progress the members of that family make, how they prosper in the world. Their concerns are in order, they enjoy comfort and tranquillity, they are secure, their position is assured, they come to be envied by all. Such a family but addeth to its stature and its lasting honour, as day succeedeth day. And if we widen out the sphere of unity a little to include the inhabitants of a village who seek to be loving and united, who associate with and are kind to one another, what great advances they will be seen to make, how secure and protected they will be. Then let us widen out the sphere a little more, let us take the inhabitants of a city, all of them together: if they establish the strongest bonds of unity among themselves, how far they will progress, even in a brief period and what power they will exert. And if the sphere of unity be still further widened out, that is, if the inhabitants of a whole country develop peaceable hearts, and if with all their hearts and souls they yearn to cooperate with one another and to live in unity, and if they become kind and loving to one another, that country will achieve undying joy and lasting glory. Peace will it have, and plenty, and vast wealth.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Selections ... ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 279

Religion Is The Source Of Unity And Prosperity

24.
The purpose of religion as revealed from the heaven of God's holy Will is to establish unity and concord amongst the peoples of the world; make it not the cause of dissension and strife. The religion of God and His divine law are the most potent instruments and the surest of all means for the dawning of the light of unity amongst men. The progress of the world, the development of nations, the tranquillity of peoples, and the peace of all who dwell on earth are among the principles and ordinances of God. Religion bestoweth upon man the most precious of all gifts, offereth the cup of prosperity, imparteth eternal life, and showereth imperishable benefits upon mankind. It behoveth the chiefs and rulers of the world, and in particular the Trustees of God's House of Justice, to endeavour to the utmost of their power to safeguard its position, promote its interests and exalt its station in the eyes of the world. In like manner it is incumbent upon them to enquire into the conditions of their subjects and to acquaint themselves with the affairs and activities of the divers communities in their dominions. We call upon the manifestations of the power of God--the sovereigns and rulers on earth--to bestir themselves and do all in their power that haply they may banish discord from this world and illumine it with the light of concord.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 129‑130

Spreading The Cause Of God Is A Source Of Prosperity
25.
Incline your ears, O friends of God, to the voice of Him Whom the world hath wronged, and hold fast unto whatsoever will exalt His Cause. He, verily, guideth whomsoever He pleaseth unto His straight Path. This is a Revelation that infuseth strength into the feeble, and crowneth with wealth the destitute.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Gleanings, pp. 183‑184

26.
Now the believers of God and the maidservants of the Merciful must irrigate these fields and with the utmost power engage themselves in the cultivation of these heavenly plantations so that the seeds may grow and develop, prosperity and blessing be realized and many rich and great harvests be gathered in.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Tablets of the Divine Plan, p. 63

The Family As A Source Of Prosperity
27.
O ye dear children!

Your father is compassionate, clement and merciful unto you and desireth for you success, prosperity and eternal life in the Kingdom of God. Therefore, it is incumbent upon you, dear children, to seek his good pleasure, to be guided by his guidance, to be drawn by the magnet of the love of God and be brought up in the lap of the love of God; that ye may become beautiful branches in the Gardens of EL‑ABHÁ, verdant and watered by the abundance of the gift of God.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Compilation of Compilations, Vol I (Education), p. 291

28.
Deliver my longings and greetings to the consolation of thine eye,
... Verily I love them both even as a compassionate father loveth his dear children. As to thee, have for them an abundant love and exert thine utmost in training them, so that their being may grow through the milk of the love of God, forasmuch as it is the duty of parents to perfectly and thoroughly train their children.

There are also certain sacred duties on children toward parents, which duties are written in the Book of God, as belonging to God. The [children's] prosperity in this world and the Kingdom depends upon the good pleasure of parents, and without this they will be in manifest loss.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá


Compilation of Compilations, Vol I (Family Life), p. 390; (Education), p. 290

Education Is A Source Of Prosperity
29.
The primary, the most urgent requirement is the promotion of education. It is inconceivable that any nation should achieve prosperity and success unless this paramount, this fundamental concern is carried forward. The principal reason for the decline and fall of peoples is ignorance. Today the mass of the people are uninformed even as to ordinary affairs, how much less do they grasp the core of the important problems and complex needs of the time.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 109

30.
One of the most important of undertakings is the education of children, for success and prosperity depend upon service to and worship of God, the Holy, the All‑Glorified.

Among the greatest of all great services is the education of children, and promotion of the various sciences, crafts and arts. Praised be God, ye are now exerting strenuous efforts toward this end. The more ye persevere in this most important task, the more will ye witness the confirmations of God, to such a degree that ye yourselves will be astonished.

This verily is a matter beyond all doubt, a pledge that shall certainly be redeemed.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Compilation of Compilations, Vol I (Education), p. 276

Establishing The Equality of Women And Men Is A Source Of Prosperity
31.
And among the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh is the equality of women and men. The world of humanity has two wings--one is women and the other men. Not until both wings are equally developed can the bird fly. Should one wing remain weak, flight is impossible. Not until the 

world of women becomes equal to the world of men in the acquisition of virtues and perfections, can success and prosperity be attained as they ought to be.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Selections ... ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 302

Scientific Attainments Are A Means Toward Prosperity
32.
Science is the first emanation from God toward man. All created beings embody the potentiality of material perfection, but the power of intellectual investigation and scientific acquisition is a higher virtue specialized to man alone. Other beings and organisms are deprived of this potentiality and attainment. God has created or deposited this love of reality in man. The development and progress of a nation is according to the measure and degree of that nation's 

scientific attainments. Through this means its greatness is continually increased, and day by day the welfare and prosperity of its people are assured.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 49

The Earth Is The Source Of Material Wealth
33.
Every man of discernment, while walking upon the earth, feeleth indeed abashed, inasmuch as he is fully aware that the thing which is the source of his prosperity, his wealth, his might, his exaltation, his advancement and power is, as ordained by God, the very earth which is trodden beneath the feet of all men.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 44

We Should Consult About Acquiring Wealth
34.
O people of God! Give ear unto that which, if heeded, will ensure the freedom, well-being, tranquillity, exaltation and advancement of all men. Certain laws and principles are necessary and indispensable for Persia. However, it is fitting that these measures should be adopted in conformity with the considered views of His Majesty--may God aid him through His grace--and of the learned divines and of the high-ranking rulers. Subject to their approval a place should be fixed where they would meet. There they should hold fast to the cord of consultation and adopt and enforce that which is conducive to the security, prosperity, wealth and tranquillity of the people. For were any measure other than this to be adopted, it could not but result in chaos and commotion.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 92‑93

We Should Trust God To Provide Wealth
35.
And, finally, I beg of Thee by the light of Thy countenance to bless my affairs, and redeem my debts, and satisfy my needs. Thou art He to Whose power and to Whose dominion every tongue hath testified, and Whose majesty and Whose sovereignty every understanding heart hath acknowledged. No God is there but Thee, Who hearest and art ready to answer.

 
Baha'ullah

 
Prayers and Meditations, p. 248

We Are Obligated To Work To Acquire Wealth
36.
O MY SERVANT!

Ye are the trees of My garden; ye must give forth goodly and wondrous fruits, that ye yourselves and others may profit therefrom. Thus it is incumbent on every one to engage in crafts and professions, for therein lies the secret of wealth, O men of understanding! For results depend 

upon means, and the grace of God shall be all-sufficient unto you. Trees that yield no fruit have been and will ever be for the fire.



 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
The Hidden Words, Persian #80

37.
Strain every nerve to acquire both inner and outer perfections, for the fruit of the human tree hath ever been and will ever be perfections both within and without. It is not desirable that a man be left without knowledge or skills, for he is then but a barren tree. Then, so much as capacity and capability allow, ye needs must deck the tree of being with fruits such as knowledge, wisdom, spiritual perception and eloquent speech.

 
Bahá’u’lláh


Compilation of Compilations Vol I (Bahá’í Education), p. 247;


(Excellence in All Things), p. 368

38.
All humanity must obtain a livelihood by sweat of the brow and bodily exertion; at the same time seeking to lift the burden of others, striving to be the source of comfort to souls, and facilitating the means of living. This in itself is devotion to God. But the energies of the heart must not be completely occupied with them. Though the mind is busy the heart must be attracted toward the Kingdom of God in order that the virtues of humanity may be attained from every direction and source.

 
‘Abdu'l-Baha'

 
Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 187

We Must Struggle And Be Tested To Obtain Prosperity
39.
A single breeze of His affluence doth suffice to adorn all mankind with the robe of wealth; and one drop out of the ocean of His bountiful grace is enough to confer upon all beings the glory of everlasting life. But inasmuch as the divine Purpose hath decreed that the true should be known from the false, and the sun from the shadow, He hath, therefore, in every season sent down upon mankind the showers of tests from His realm of glory.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Kitáb-i-Íqán, p. 53

It Is Not A Disgrace To Be Materially Poor
40.
Thus Jesus, Son of Mary, whilst seated one day and speaking in the strain of the Holy Spirit, uttered words such as these: “O people! My food is the grass of the field, wherewith I satisfy my hunger. My bed is the dust, my lamp in the night the light of the moon, and my steed my own feet. Behold, who on earth is richer than I?” By the righteousness of God! Thousands of treasures circle round this poverty, and a myriad kingdoms of glory yearn for such abasement! Shouldst thou attain to a drop of the ocean of the inner meaning of these words, thou wouldst surely forsake the world and all that is therein, and, as the Phoenix wouldst consume thyself in the flames of the undying Fire.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Kitáb-i-Íqán, pp. 130‑131

Material Wealth Is Not Lasting
41.
Say: Rejoice not in the things ye possess; tonight they are yours, tomorrow others will possess them. Thus warneth you He Who is the All‑Knowing, the All‑Informed. Say: Can ye claim that what ye own is lasting or secure? Nay! By Myself, the All‑Merciful, ye cannot, if ye be of them who judge fairly. The days of your life flee away as a breath of wind, and all your pomp and glory shall be folded up as were the pomp and glory of those gone before you. Reflect, O people! What hath become of your bygone days, your lost centuries? Happy the days that have been consecrated to the remembrance of God, and blessed the hours which have been spent in praise of Him Who is the All‑Wise. By My life! Neither the pomp of the mighty, nor the wealth of the rich, nor even the ascendancy of the ungodly will endure. All will perish, at a word from Him. He, verily, is the All‑Powerful, the All‑Compelling, the Almighty. What advantage is there in the earthly things which men possess? That which shall profit them, they have utterly neglected. Erelong, they will awake from their slumber, and find themselves unable to obtain that which hath escaped them in the days of their Lord, the Almighty, the All‑Praised. Did they but know it, they would renounce their all, that their names may be mentioned before His throne. They, verily, are accounted among the dead.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
The Kitáb-i-Áqdás, pp. 33‑34 

42.
Consider the human world. See how nations have come and gone. They have been of all minds and purposes. Some were mere captives of self and desire, engulfed in the passions of the lower nature. They attained to wealth, to the comforts of life, to fame. And what was the final outcome? Utter evanescence and oblivion. Reflect upon this. Look upon it with the eye of admonition. No trace of them remains, no fruit, no result, no benefit; they have gone utterly--complete effacement.

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 186

Wealth Should Not Come Between Man And God
43.
O YE THAT PRIDE YOURSELVES ON MORTAL RICHES!

Know ye in truth that wealth is a mighty barrier between the seeker and his desire, the lover and his beloved. The rich, but for a few, shall in no wise attain the court of His presence nor enter the city of content and resignation. Well is it then with him, who, being rich, is not hindered by his riches from the eternal kingdom, nor deprived by them of imperishable dominion. By the Most 

Great Name! The splendor of such a wealthy man shall illuminate the dwellers of heaven even as the sun enlightens the people of the earth!

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
The Hidden Words, Persian #53

44.
O SON OF PASSION!

Cleanse thyself from the defilement of riches and in perfect peace advance into the realm of poverty; that from the well-spring of detachment thou mayest quaff the wine of immortal life.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
The Hidden Words, Persian #55

45.
Say: Pride not yourselves on earthly riches ye possess. Reflect upon your end and upon the recompense for your works that hath been ordained in the Book of God, the Exalted, the Mighty. Blessed is the rich man whom earthly possessions have been powerless to hinder from turning unto God, the Lord of all names. Verily he is accounted among the most distinguished of men before God, the Gracious, the All-Knowing.

 
Bahá’u’lláh


Compilation of Compilations, Vol I (Huqúqu’lláh), p. 496

46.
I want to make you understand that material progress and spiritual progress are two very different things, and that only if material progress goes hand in hand with spirituality can any real progress come about, and the Most Great Peace reign in the world. If men followed the Holy Counsels and the Teachings of the Prophets, if Divine Light shone in all hearts and men were really religious, we should soon see peace on earth and the Kingdom of God among men. The laws of God may be likened unto the soul and material progress unto the body. If the body was not animated by the soul, it would cease to exist. It is my earnest prayer that spirituality may ever grow and increase in the world, so that customs may become enlightened and peace and concord may be established. 

 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
Paris Talks, pp. 106‑108

We Should Be Good Stewards Of Material Wealth
47.
Nothing that existeth in the world of being hath ever been or ever will be worthy of mention. However, if a person be graciously favoured to offer a penny-worth--nay even less--in the path of God, this would in His sight be preferable and superior to all the treasures of the earth. It is for this reason that the one true God--exalted be His glory--hath in all His heavenly Scriptures praised those who observe His precepts and bestow their wealth for His sake. Beseech ye God that He may enable everyone to discharge the obligation of Huqúq, inasmuch as the progress and promotion of the Cause of God depend on material means. If His faithful servants could realize how meritorious are benevolent deeds in these days, they would all arise to do that which is meet 

and seemly. In His hand is the source of authority and He ordaineth as He willeth. He is the Supreme Ruler, the Bountiful, the Equitable, the Revealer, the All-Wise.


Bahá’u’lláh


Compiation of Compilations, Vol I (Huqúqu’lláh), p. 489

48.
O peoples of the world! Forsake all evil, hold fast that which is good. Strive to be shining examples unto all mankind, and true reminders of the virtues of God amidst men. He that riseth to serve My Cause should manifest My wisdom, and bend every effort to banish ignorance from the earth. Be united in counsel, be one in thought. Let each morn be better than its eve and each morrow richer than its yesterday. Man's merit lieth in service and virtue and not in the pageantry of wealth and riches. Take heed that your words be purged from idle fancies and worldly desires and your deeds be cleansed from craftiness and suspicion. Dissipate not the wealth of your precious lives in the pursuit of evil and corrupt affection, nor let your endeavours be spent in promoting your personal interest. Be generous in your days of plenty, and be patient in the hour of loss. Adversity is followed by success and rejoicings follow woe. Guard against idleness and sloth, and cling unto that which profiteth mankind, whether young or old, whether high or low. Beware lest ye sow tares of dissension among men or plant thorns of doubt in pure and radiant hearts.


Bahá’u’lláh


Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 138

Material Wealth Should Be Pure
49.
How many are the souls who with the utmost endeavour and effort, collect a handful of worldly goods and greatly rejoice in this act and yet in reality the Pen of the Most High hath decreed this wealth for others; that is, it is not meant to be their lot or it may even fall into the hands of their enemies! We seek shelter in God from such an evident loss. One's life is wasted; by day and by night, troubles are endured, and wealth becometh a source of affliction. Most of the wealth of men is not pure. Should they follow what is revealed by God, they would assuredly not be deprived of His grace and they would, in all circumstances, be protected under His bounty and blessed by His mercy.


Bahá’u’lláh


Compilation of Compilations, Vol I (Huqúqu’lláh), p. 505

50.
It is clear and evident that the payment of the Right of God is conducive to prosperity, to blessing, and to honour and divine protection. Well is it with them that comprehend and recognize this truth and woe betide them that believe not. And this is on condition that the individual should observe the injunctions prescribed in the Book with the utmost radiance, gladness and willing acquiescence. It behoveth you to counsel the friends to do that which is right and praiseworthy. Whoso hearkeneth to this call, it is to his own behoof, and whoso faileth bringeth loss upon himself. Verily our Lord of Mercy is the All‑Sufficing, the All‑Praised.


Bahá’u’lláh


Compilation of Compilations, Vol I (Huqúqu’lláh), p. 490

51.
They that have kept their promises, fulfilled their obligations, redeemed their pledges and vows, rendered the Trust of God and His Right unto Him--these are numbered among the inmates of the all-highest Paradise. Thus from His mighty Prison doth the Wronged One announce unto them this glad-tiding. Blessed are the servants and maidservants that have performed their deeds and blessed is the man that hath cleaved tenaciously unto praiseworthy acts and fulfilled that which is enjoined upon him in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds.


Bahá’u’lláh


Compilation of Compilations, Vol I (Huqúqu’lláh), p. 497

We Should Share Wealth For The Social Good
52. 
O CHILDREN OF DUST!

Tell the rich of the midnight sighing of the poor, lest heedlessness lead them into the path of destruction, and deprive them of the Tree of Wealth. To give and to be generous are attributes of Mine; well is it with him that adorneth himself with My virtues.


Bahá’u’lláh


The Hidden Words, Persian #49

53. 
The beginning of magnanimity is when man expendeth his wealth on himself, on his family and on the poor among his brethren in his Faith.


Bahá’u’lláh


Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 156

54. 
Charity is pleasing and praiseworthy in the sight of God and is regarded as a prince among goodly deeds. Consider ye and call to mind that which the All‑Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’án: ‘They prefer them before themselves, though poverty be their own lot. And with such as are preserved from their own covetousness shall it be well.’
 Viewed in this light, the blessed utterance above is, in truth, the day‑star of utterances. Blessed is he who preferreth his brother before himself. Verily, such a man is reckoned, by virtue of the Will of God, the All‑Knowing, the All‑Wise, with the people of Bahá who dwell in the Crimson Ark.


Bahá’u’lláh


Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 71

55. 
Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in adversity. Be worthy of the trust of thy neighbor, and look upon him with a bright and friendly face. Be a treasure to the poor, an admonisher to the rich, an answerer to the cry of the needy, a preserver of the sanctity of thy pledge. Be fair in thy judgment, and guarded in thy speech. Be unjust to no man, and show all meekness to all men. Be as a lamp unto them that walk in darkness, a joy to the sorrowful, a sea for the thirsty, a haven for the distressed, an upholder and defender of the victim of oppression. Let integrity and uprightness distinguish all thine acts. Be a home for the stranger, a balm to the suffering, a tower of strength for the fugitive. Be eyes to the blind, and a guiding light unto the feet of the erring. Be an ornament to the countenance of truth, a crown to the brow of fidelity, a pillar of the temple of righteousness, a breath of life to the body of mankind, an ensign of the hosts of justice, a luminary above the horizon of virtue, a dew to the soil of the human heart, an ark on the ocean of knowledge, a sun in the heaven of bounty, a gem on the diadem of wisdom, a shining light in the firmament of thy generation, a fruit upon the tree of humility. We pray God to protect thee from the heat of jealousy and the cold of hatred. He verily is nigh, ready to answer.


Bahá’u’lláh


Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, pp. 93‑94; Gleanings, p. 285

56. 
Again, is there any deed in the world that would be nobler than service to the common good? Is there any greater blessing conceivable for a man, than that he should become the cause of the education, the development, the prosperity and honor of his fellow‑creatures? No, by the Lord God! The highest righteousness of all is for blessed souls to take hold of the hands of the helpless and deliver them out of their ignorance and abasement and poverty, and with pure motives, and only for the sake of God, to arise and energetically devote themselves to the service of the masses, forgetting their own worldly advantage and working only to serve the general good. “They prefer them before themselves, though poverty be their own lot.”
 “The best of men are those who serve the people; the worst of men are those who harm the people.”


‘Abdu’l-Bahá


Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 103

57. 
What could be better before God than thinking of the poor? For the poor are beloved by our heavenly Father. When Christ came upon the earth, those who believed in Him and followed Him were the poor and lowly, showing that the poor were near to God. When a rich man believes and follows the Manifestation of God, it is a proof that his wealth is not an obstacle and does not prevent him from attaining the pathway of salvation. After he has been tested and tried, it will be seen whether his possessions are a hindrance in his religious life. But the poor are especially beloved of God. Their lives are full of difficulties, their trials continual, their hopes are in God alone. Therefore, you must assist the poor as much as possible, even by sacrifice of yourself. No deed of man is greater before God than helping the poor. Spiritual conditions are not dependent upon the possession of worldly treasures or the absence of them. When one is physically destitute, spiritual thoughts are more likely. Poverty is a stimulus toward God. Each one of you must have great consideration for the poor and render them assistance. Organize in an effort to help them and prevent increase of poverty. The greatest means for prevention is that whereby the laws of the community will be so framed and enacted that it will not be possible for a few to be millionaires and many destitute. One of Bahá’u’lláh's teachings is the adjustment of means of livelihood in human society. Under this adjustment there can be no extremes in human conditions as regards wealth and sustenance. For the community needs financier, farmer, merchant and laborer just as an army must be composed of commander, officers and privates. All cannot be commanders; all cannot be officers or privates. Each in his station in the social fabric must be competent--each in his function according to ability but with justness of opportunity for all.


‘Abdu’l-Bahá


Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 216

Global Vision Is A Prerequisite To Using Wealth For The Social Good
58. 
Every imperfect soul is self‑centred and thinketh only of his own good. But as his thoughts expand a little he will begin to think of the welfare and comfort of his family. If his ideas still more widen, his concern will be the felicity of his fellow citizens; and if still they widen, he will be thinking of the glory of his land and of his race. But when ideas and views reach the utmost degree of expansion and attain the stage of perfection, then will he be interested in the exaltation 

of humankind. He will then be the well‑wisher of all men and the seeker of the weal and prosperity of all lands. This is indicative of perfection.


‘Abdu’l-Bahá


Selections ... ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 69

One Must First Acquire Wealth In Order To Share It
59. 
Therefore, let your faces be more radiant with hope and heavenly determination to serve the Cause of God, to spread the pure fragrances of the divine rose garden of unity, to awaken spiritual susceptibilities in the hearts of mankind, to kindle anew the spirit of humanity with divine fires and to reflect the glory of heaven to this gloomy world of materialism. When you possess these divine susceptibilities, you will be able to awaken and develop them in others. We cannot give of our wealth to the poor unless we possess it. How can the poor give to the poor? How can the soul that is deprived of the heavenly bounties develop in other souls capacity to receive those bounties?

Array yourselves in the perfection of divine virtues. I hope you may be quickened and vivified by the breaths of the Holy Spirit. Then shall ye indeed become the angels of heaven whom Christ promised would appear in this Day to gather the harvest of divine planting. This is my hope. This is my prayer for you.


‘Abdu’l-Bahá


Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 7

God Rewards Those Who Contribute Of Their Wealth

60. 
The benefits accruing from benevolent works shall fall to the individuals concerned. In such matters only a word would suffice. Should anyone offer Huqúq with utmost joy and radiance, manifesting a spirit of resignation and content, his offering shall be acceptable before God, otherwise He can dispense with all the peoples of the earth... Well is it with them that have fulfilled that which is prescribed in the Book of God. It is incumbent upon everyone to observe that which God hath purposed, for whatsoever hath been set forth in the Book by the Pen of Glory is an effective means for the purging, the purification and sanctification of the souls of men and a source of prosperity and blessing. Happy are they that have observed His commandments.


Bahá’u’lláh


Compilation of Compilations, Vol II (Huqúqu’lláh), p. 502

61. 
Arise with every power to assist the Covenant of God and serve in His vineyard. Be confident that a confirmation will be granted unto you and a success on His part is given unto you. Verily, He shall support you by the angels of His holiness and reinforce you with the breaths of the Spirit that ye may mount the Ark of Safety, set forth the evident signs, impart the spirit of life, declare the essence of His commands and precepts, guide the sheep who are straying from the fold in all directions, and give the blessings. Ye have to use every effort in your power and strive earnestly and wisely in this new century. By God, verily the Lord of Hosts is your support, the angels of heaven your assistance, the Holy Spirit your companion and the Center of the Covenant your helper. Be not idle, but active and fear not. Look unto those who have been in the former ages--how they have resisted all nations and suffered all persecutions and afflictions, and how their stars shone, their attacks proved successful, their teachings established, their regions expanded, their hearts gladdened, their ideas cleared and their motives effective. Ye are now in a great station and noble rank and ye shall find yourselves in evident success and prosperity, the like of which the eye of existence never saw in former ages.


‘Abdu’l-Bahá


Bahá’í World Faith, pp. 362‑363

62. 
We must be like the fountain or spring that is continually emptying itself of all that it has and is continually being refilled from an invisible source. To be continually giving out for the good of our fellows undeterred by fear of poverty and reliant on the unfailing bounty of the Source of all wealth and all good--this is the secret of right living.


Shoghi Effendi


Directives of the Guardian, p. 32

The Wealthy Have An Obligation To Promote Religion
63. 
The first Ishraq

When the Day-Star of Wisdom rose above the horizon of God's Holy Dispensation it voiced this all-glorious utterance: They that are possessed of wealth and invested with authority and power must show the profoundest regard for religion. In truth, religion is a radiant light and an impregnable stronghold for the protection and welfare of the peoples of the world, for the fear of God impelleth man to hold fast to that which is good, and shun all evil. Should the lamp of religion be obscured, chaos and confusion will ensue, and the lights of fairness and justice, of tranquillity and peace cease to shine. Unto this will bear witness every man of true understanding.

 
Bahá’u’lláh

 
Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 125

Material Wealth Is Not Necessary For Successful Teaching
64. 
That the Cause associated with the name of Bahá’u’lláh feeds itself upon those hidden springs of celestial strength which no force of human personality, whatever its glamour, can replace; that its reliance is solely upon that mystic Source with which no worldly advantage, be it wealth, fame, or learning can compare; that it propagates itself by ways mysterious and utterly at variance with the standards accepted by the generality of mankind, will, if not already apparent, 

become increasingly manifest as it forges ahead towards fresh conquests in its struggle for the spiritual regeneration of mankind.

 
Shoghi Effendi

 
World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 51‑52

65. 
We can truly say that this Cause is a cause that enables people to achieve the impossible! For the Bahá’ís, everywhere, for the most part, are people with no great distinguishments of either wealth or fame, and yet once they make the effort and go forth in the name of Bahá’u’lláh to spread His Faith, they become, each one, as efficacious as a host! Witness what Mustafa Raumie accomplished in Burma, and a handful of pioneers achieved, in a decade, in Latin America! It is the quality of devotion and self‑sacrifice that brings rewards in the service of this Faith rather than means, ability or financial backing.

 
Shoghi Effendi

 
Letters to Australia and New Zealand, pp. 70‑71

Source: Huitt, W. (2011). Becoming a Brilliant Star: Citizenship: Work and career. Valdosta, GA. Available online at http://www.edpsycinteractive.org/religion/bahai/brilstar/14citizen4-finances.pdf

     � “Consolation of thine eye”--idiomatic Persian expression meaning child 


     � Qur'an 59: 9


     � Qur'an 59: 9
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