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War and Oppression: Unit Purpose

Unit Goals:
The main goal of this unit is for students to understand that one of the most consistent traits of human beings in relation to one another is the urge to persecute and oppress – even to murder. The impulse to violence is universal. Literature contains archetypal characters, symbols, themes, and images that express these impulses and the effects of these actions through various forms of text and media. Students will understand that stories, songs, and poetry are the principal means of understanding oneself and others. Students will also develop an appreciation for foreign literature and world cultures. Through listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing, students will gain an appreciation for the stories, songs, poems, and essays written to challenge our ideas of others and ourselves. Stories of victims show us the uselessness and brutality of persecution, but they also show us courage and strength.  

Students will analyze themes of war and oppression. Students will analyze works that consider world ethics, life in the light of death, our need for heroes, and our roles in society. Through reading and analyzing literature and its intricacies of plot, theme, irony, symbolism, poetic discourse, style, characterization, and genre, students will learn to appreciate and discuss or write about the social and political roles we each play in human rights and be open to what can be learned from texts of a different time and place. 

This unit is designed to last several weeks. There are several lessons included to allow the educator to choose more relevant and meaningful lessons for his or her students. 

Course/Grade Level:
This unit is designed for a tenth grade literature and composition course. The state standards are for Georgia Performance Standards.

Subject/Topic Areas:
Short stories, novels, drama, poetry

Unit Essential Question(s):
· What role does literature play in the area of war and oppression?

· How can you make your own moral decisions concerning humanity? On what do you base these decisions?

· Why do people write about war and oppression?

Course: Tenth Grade Lit/Comp – Fall/Spring Semester 

Unit: War and Oppression






	Concept: Literary Analysis

Students will…

· Locate and analyze structure, imagery, symbolism

· Relate literary elements to theme

· Evaluate diction


	Concept: Poetry

Students will…

· Evaluate diction

· Discuss theme

· Compare/contrast theme across genres
	Concept: Listening/Speaking/Viewing/Writing
Students will…

· Support claims with textual evidence



	Lesson EQ:

* How is oppression represented in literature?

* How important is “telling the story”?

* What is the general opinion of war as expressed in literature?


	Lesson EQ:

* How do songs illustrate the theme of oppression?

* How important is courage?

* What is the general opinion of war as expressed in poetry?

* How does Yevtushenko mount a poetic protest against anti-Semitism?

* How do translations of the same work compare/contrast?
	Lesson EQ:

* How do representations of oppression reflect our similarities and differences?

* Why do people risk their lives to save others?

* How can oppression be achieved through non-violence?

* How does literature from different genres treat the theme of war in similar ways?

* How can someone justify behavior such as that of the Nazis during WWII?

* If put in the same situation as that of a Nazi officer, what would you do? Why?



	Vocabulary:

(Fill in terms as class needs)


	Vocabulary:

(Fill in terms as class needs)


	Vocabulary:

(Fill in terms as class needs)
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Key Learning: The main goal of this unit is to understand that one of the most consistent traits of human beings in relation to one another is the urge to persecute and oppress – even to murder. Literature contains archetypal characters, symbols, themes, and images that express these impulses and the effects of these actions through various forms of text and media. Stories of victims show us the uselessness and brutality of persecution, but they also show us courage and strength.  





Unit essential question(s): What role does literature play in the area of war and oppression?


How can you make your own moral decisions concerning humanity? On what do you base these decisions?


Why do people write about war and oppression?









