Morality Unit  54

Appendix L
Choice Book Essay: Higher Purpose

Does God exist? Does life have a higher purpose? If so, what is that purpose? Our choice books this nine weeks address these questions from a variety of angles and offer resounding answers of both affirmation and negation. As well, many of these texts encounter the good, bad, and ugly of human existence, running the gamut from the loving family to inherent social racism.

Now it’s your turn. Using your choice book and in-class texts develop a position paper on these issues. Remember to supply specific textual evidence when possible (page numbers, though suggested, aren’t imperative for this assignment). This paper is also an appropriate time to include personal beliefs and rationales for those beliefs. However, this should not be the primary focus of your paper. As well, the outline below is meant to guide you through the writing process, but your essay doesn’t necessarily have to have all of the components below. Instead, work to make your essay readable and introspective.

Outline:

I. Introduction

a. Authors’ names

b. Books’ titles

c. Brief plot summaries of the books (must be at least 5 sentences). Include characters’ names, description of the plot, conflicts faced, and whether or not the conflicts were overcome.
II. Cultural/Thematic Examination

a. What do you see as primary message related to the theme “The Search for a Higher Purpose”? Is the theme treated in an original or unusual way in your texts?

b. Reflect on your own experiences and beliefs in dealing with this theme, and discuss your agreement or disagreement with the authors’ points of view.

c. What do the books say about human nature?

d. What do the books reveal about historical and cultural circumstances?

e. What commentary do they offer about racism, injustice, women's roles, current events, and politics.
III. Literary Examination (choose one book for this section)

a. Focus on the author’s style (aesthetic or intellectual)

b. How are the characters developed?

c. What motivates the characters to act how they do? 

d. How does the narrative unfold?

e. Is a compelling atmosphere created and sustained?

f. What time structures are in place in this text?

g. What archetypes do see at work?

h. What other literary elements are found in this text?

i. If you're reading nonfiction, you might ask whether the author's argument is convincing, whether enough evidence is presented to support his or her claims, and whether the writing style helps make the subject matter accessible.
IV. Final Reflection

a. Give recommendations (good or bad) to classmates explaining why you did or did not like these books. (Be specific!)

b. Give recommendations as to what type of audience would likely find these texts appealing.














































































































