Morality Unit  45

Appendix H
Of Mice and Men: Writing Stations

Over the next few days, you will complete a series of assignments intended to give you a better understanding of Of Mice and Men by specifically focusing on some aspects of the book’s context (setting, author’s purpose, and characterization) and its important contributions to American literature and culture. Each station will require reading, research skills, writing skills, and your creativity. Take your time on each assignment, but remember we have a very limited time schedule to run on.

Station One: Steinbeck’s Biography
You are museum curators at the National Steinbeck Center in Salinas, CA. You have been hired to create a biographical brochure relating pertinent information on Steinbeck’s life. In this brochure, provide information on the following:

· A short biographical sketch (born, raised, education, family, career, death)

· A summary of his political beliefs and an explanation of how they may have influenced his work.

· A concise bibliography of Steinbeck’s major works

· A brief history of the Salinas Valley

· A brief works cited page

Microsoft Publisher or Word would be good programs to use in creating your brochure.

Station Two: Tableau Vivant
French for “living picture,” tableau vivant was popular in the 18th Century, as families would gather for portraits in various acts of daily life: eating, reading, writing, cleaning, etc. The style evolved into a popular parlor game (similar to charades) where family members would create living pictures of themselves in famous scenes from literature. Around the same time, stage artists began using elaborate costumes to create “performances” of tableau vivant on public stages. We know this today as “performance art.”

Select four to five scene from the novel you find particularly interesting, moving, or powerful. Assign characters to group members and arrange yourself into a tableau vivant recreating each scene frozen in time. Photograph yourself (or get me if you are all involved) in the arrangement. Then, write 2-3 paragraphs explaining why you chose each scene.
Station Three: Mental Disability
Read and take notes on different types of mental retardation, how the mentally challenged were treated in the past, and how they are now treated in our society. Detail the information you find on the chart paper using a T-chart, Venn diagram, or any other graphic organizer with which you are familiar. Be sure to cite any websites you use. Then, write two detailed and unique questions per person you will ask Mrs. Tolbert when she visits. A website to consider: http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/adahom1.htm 

Station Four: A Rationale
Several parents are complaining about the use of Of Mice and Men in our school, citing the explicit profanity, racism, and violence contained in the book. However, your teacher supports its use and claims the text is an excellent example of symbolism, universal theme, and modern tragedy, as well as being a dang good story. Write a short (1-2 page) persuasive letter to Mr. Jones detailing why you feel this novel should or should not be read in school.

Station Five: Migrant Life
Of Mice and Men details migrant life during the 1930s. Living conditions were hard, job prospects scarce, and the chance for sustainable living were nil. Dig into this dark period of American history by researching migrant farm life in this country. Note their lifestyles and responsibilities, financial remuneration, and any other pertinent details. Also, compare migrant farm life from the 30s with that of today. What similarities exist? What differences? How might these factors have influenced considerations of morality? Some websites to consider:

· The Migrant Experience: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/afctshtml/tsme.html
· Migrant Worker Photos: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/fsahtml/fachap03.html
· Migrant Farm Workers: http://www.k12.nf.ca/jmolds/Web%20files/migrantfarmworkers.html
· Exploring the United States Farm Workers History: http://l3d.cs.colorado.edu/systems/agentsheets/New-Vista/grape-boycott/History.html
· Towns-Eye View of Immigration Debate: http://www.fachc.org/pdf/mig_GA%20immigration%20debate.pdf 

Creating a Works Cited page:
Visit the OWL at Purdue University for in-depth help in creating a works cited page:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
