Morality Unit  30

Choice Book Assignment
Unit Summative Assessment

Georgia Performance Standards:
ELA10RL2: 

· Applies knowledge of the concept that the theme or meaning of a selection represents a universal view or comment on life or society and provides support from the text for the identified theme. 

· Evaluates the way an author’s choice of words advances the theme or purpose of the work. 

· Applies knowledge of the concept that a text can contain more than one theme. 

ELA10RL4:

· Demonstrates awareness of an author’s use of stylistic devices for specific effects. 

· Explains important ideas and viewpoints introduced in a text through accurate and detailed references or allusions to the text and other relevant works. 

ELA10RC1:

· The student reads a minimum of 25 grade-level appropriate books or book equivalents (approximately 1,000,000 words) per year from a variety of subject disciplines. The student reads both informational and fictional texts in a variety of genres and modes of discourse, including technical texts related to various subject areas.
ELA10RC4:

· Explores life experiences related to subject area content. 

ELA10W2:

· Engages the interest of the reader. 
· Formulates a coherent thesis or controlling idea. 
· Coherently develops the controlling idea and/or supports the thesis by incorporating evidence from primary and secondary sources. 
· Follows an organizational pattern appropriate to the type of composition. 
Brilliant Star Objectives:
Spiritual Development:

· Students will be able to identify the importance of a deep connection to themselves, others, nature, or to a higher power. 

· Students will be able to acknowledge the explicit spirituality in the descriptions of themselves, other human beings, nature and the earth, and the unknowns of their lives.

Cognitive/Thinking:

· Analysis: Students will be able to systematically separate a complex whole into its simple parts in order to fully comprehend their interrelationships and the functions or purpose of the whole 
Lesson Essential Questions:
· Does God exist? Does life have a higher purpose? If so, what is that purpose?

· Is the theme of a higher purpose treated in an original or unusual way in your texts?

· What do the books say about human nature?

· What do the books reveal about historical and cultural circumstances?

Text(s):

Multiple texts of student’s choice that deal with the issue of morality and searching for a higher purpose. Titles include but are not limited to:

A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah
A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
Cat’s Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut
Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton
Go Tell It on the Mountain by James Baldwin
Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
Light in August by William Faulkner
Portrait in Sepia by Isabel Allende
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon
The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan
The Jungle by Upton Sinclair
The Known World by Edward P. Jones
The Natural by Bernard Mallamud
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver
The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis
Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen
Zorro by Isabel Allende

Procedures:
Students select an approved novel of their own to read as the unit progresses. Upon completion of the unit, students write an essay following the guidelines on the handout titled “Choice Book Essay: Higher Purpose” (See Appendix L). Grade on included elements, content, and textual evidence support. 

