Morality Unit  21

Zen Parables and World Ethics
Georgia Performance Standards:
ELA10RL2: 

· Applies knowledge of the concept that the theme or meaning of a selection represents a universal view or comment on life or society and provides support from the text for the identified theme. 

ELA10RC2:

· Responds to a variety of texts in multiple modes of discourse. 

Brilliant Star Objectives:
Spiritual Development:

· Students will be able to acknowledge the explicit spirituality in the descriptions of themselves, other human beings, nature and the earth, and the unknowns of their lives.

Social/Cultural

· Students will be able to identify physical, gender, social, ethnic, and cultural factors that contribute to people being alike and different.

Lesson Essential Question(s):
· How does religion help develop a person’s sense of morality?
Texts:
Parables: “Muddy Road,” “A Parable,” “Publishing the Sutras,” “The Thief Who Became a Disciple,” and “The Taste of Banzo’s Sword”

Versions of the golden rule from various religious texts:


Hinduism: The Mahabharata, Anusasana Parva 113.8


Judaism: The Talmud, Shabbat 31a


Zoroastrianism: Shayast-na-Shayast 13:29


Buddhism: Udana-Varga


Islam (Muslim): Forty Hadith of an-Nawawi 13


Christianity: Matthew 7:12 and Luke 6:31; Matthew 22:36-40


Jainism: Sutrakritanaga 1:11:33


Taoism: T’ai Shang Kan Ying P’ien


Baha’I Faith: Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 30


Confucianism: Mencius VII.A.4 and Analects 15:23


African Traditional Religions: Yoruba Proverb (Nigeria)

Procedure:
Activating Strategy: 

Think-Pair-Share Questions: What defines a parable? How do parables exemplify the ethics of a particular society?

Teaching:

As a class, read the five Zen parables. 

Group Work:

Assign groups different parables and have them assume the roles of the characters. Students dramatize their quest for understanding and enlightenment. Groups perform for the class.
Teaching:

Ask students to recall parables they may already know and share them with the class. Create a word splash on the board. 

Group Work:

Have students gather into groups to complete the following questions:

· Name the parables and the moral or lesson learned.

· In “Muddy Road,” what does Tanzan’s question imply?

· Why does the strawberry taste so sweet in “A Parable?”

· What motivated Tetsugen to give away his donations?

· Why would Shichiri let the thief get away with stealing his money?

· Why does Matajuro go to Mount Futara? Why is he in a hurry to learn swordsmanship?

· Who triumphs and learns in each parable?

· Compare and contrast the Zen parables with parables you may know.

· Which Zen parable do you agree with most? Why?

· Which Zen parable do you disagree with most? Why?

Formative Assessment:

Grade groups’ reactions to the questions to gauge understanding of concepts and parables.
Teaching:

As a class, read the various versions of the golden rule. Discuss how these beliefs are like or are not like their own.

Culminating Group Activities:

Have differentiated groups of students complete the following activities.

· Pick a sampling of religious music from each religion. Play it for the class and explain its meaning.

· Research on of the religions and write a small report on the religion’s philosophy to guide you through a brief presentation. Be sure to find the country in which the religion is practiced. (This activity could be given to a number of groups.)

· Read some African proverbs that can be found at http://www.afriprov.org. Read the proverb to the class, explain its lesson, discuss its biblical parallels, and explain its contemporary use and religious application.

Formative Assessment:

Observe groups’ participation, understanding of concepts, and presentation. If students seem to have difficulty understanding, remediate individually with familiar proverbs.
Assessment:

Reflection piece
Write an answer to the following questions:

· How does spirituality reflect on you as a person? 

· Consider morals, values, and expectations of others? 

· How do other people’s values reflect on them and their treatment of you? 

· What elements make you and people who practice other religions different and alike?
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