The Tree

Dana Lyons

Book Description:

· An ancient Douglas fir recalls things that have happened to it and ponders what will happen next.
Academic Objectives:

· SS4CG2 The student will [use] the importance of freedom of expression as written in the First Amendment to the U. S. Constitution. 
Brilliant Star Objective:

· SocioCultural: Students will be able to describe the importance of taking care of the environment and the earth. Students will discuss ways they can help take care of the environment (beginning as small as the school). 
Readability Level: K-2

Vocabulary: salmon, glaciers, refuge

Introduction: Before reading, cover up the title on all places that the students may see it. Then tell the students they need to listen to the book and they will be able to guess what the title could be.

Read the book through page 20 without asking any questions.
After reading to page 20: Ask the students if they think the book was about a person, place, or thing and without saying what it is tell what clues they used to come up with their answer. Then have the students guess what they think the title is. Once someone guesses the correct title read the book from start to finish. 

During Reading: Ask the following question on the corresponding pages:

· p 2- How does a river change and grow? 

· p 4- What does it mean “the fire”? 

· p 6- If the salmon are returning where did they go? 

· p 12- What does it mean “met lightening eye to eye”? 

· p 14- Why does the tree think it might die? 

· p 15- How does a tree hold the river’s shore? 

· p 16- Why would the tree’s shadow “fall no more”? 

· p 22- How can the wind carry the tree’s song? 

After Reading: Why is it important that we take care of the trees of the Earth? What are some ways we can take care of trees?

Follow-Up Activity: “Save our Trees!”

1. Have the students create a campaign that focuses on saving trees. 

2. They need to create signs to inform others about how trees are important and signs persuading others to save trees. 

3. Have the students include pictures on their signs.
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