The Three Little Javelinas
Susan Lowell
Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn about the desert and other landforms.
Academic Objective
· SS1G3. The student will locate major topographical features of the earth’s surface.
c. Identify and describe landforms (mountains, deserts, valleys, plains, plateaus, and coasts).
Brilliant Star Objective
· Family: Students will be able to discuss their feelings about their siblings and the importance of family members.  
Essential Question

· What are landforms?
Activating Strategy

· Show students photographs of landforms.
· Ask students to name the things they see in the pictures.

· Explain to students that the pictures they are looking at are landforms. Explain that a landform is a naturally formed feature on the earth’s surface, that is, that humans did not create it, and nature did.

· Tell students that you are going to read a story and when you show them the illustrations to look carefully to see if there are any landforms in the pictures.

Present

1.
Read the story The Three Little Javelinas by Susan Lowell.
2.
Ask students what landforms they saw in the pictures.
3.   Ask them if they know of other landforms that were not in the illustrations.
4.   As students give examples of landforms, write the names of the landforms on the board or a piece of chart paper.

Guided Practice

1. Tell students that they are going to create a landform. They may choose to draw the landform or they may choose to get modeling clay or play-doh to create a model of the landform. 

2. Students also need to label the landform and write at least one sentence to describe the landform. 
3. Place the drawings and models around the room and allow students (a few at a time) to move around the room and observe each piece of work.

4. While students take turns looking at work, return to the story The Three Little Javelinas. Remind students that the javelinas were siblings, or brothers and sister.

5. Ask students what kind things the javelinas did for one another. Why was it important for the javelinas to help one another?

6. Have students write a short story about a time that they helped a sibling. If a student is an only child they could write about helping another family member or friend, or they could write a fictional story about helping a sibling.

Extend/Refine
1. Remove the label from the drawings and models, but leave the description. Allow      students to move around the room and again look at each piece of work and read the descriptions to see if they can identify the type of landform.
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