The Story of Ruby Bridges

Robert Coles

Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which the students will be able to describe the importance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Academic Objective

· SSKH1 The student will identify the purpose of national holidays and describe the people or events celebrated


e. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Brilliant Star Objective

· Social/Cultural: Students will be able to describe how others have risk their lives for people to be free.

Essential Question

· Why is Martin Luther King Jr. an important part of history?

Activating Strategy

· Call the students by name to divide the students into two groups. Make sure that all of the white children are together and that all the minorities are together.

· Ask the students how are the two groups different. Write down their answers on the board.
· Read The Story of Ruby Bridges.

Present

1. Tell the students that they are going to learn about Martin Luther King, Jr.

2. Tell the students that a long time ago black children and white children were not allowed to go to school or do anything together.

3. Tell the students that Martin Luther King, Jr. is one reason that we can be together today. 

4. Tell the students that he wanted black and whites to be together so he fought for our rights. Tell them that he wrote a speech “I have a dream.” (Let the students listen to the speech on tape or read it to them).

5. Tell the students that we have Martin Luther King, Jr. day to celebrate Dr. King and his bravery. Tell them that on this day we can show our appreciation for he did. Tell them that it was not easy to fight for our rights because people who didn’t want us together would try to hurt him. Tell them that he had to be brave to help us to be together today.

Guided Practice

1. Tell the students that you are going to read them a story about another important black person in our history. Tell them that this is a true story. 
2. Tell the students to write a short story telling why they think we have Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
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