The Story of Babar
Jean De Brunhoff
Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn the importance money to obtain goods and services.
Academic Objective
· SS2E3 The student will explain that people usually use money to obtain the goods and services they want and explain how money makes trade easier than barter.
Brilliant Star Objective
· Finances: Students will be able to discuss the importance of money in our society. 

Essential Question

· How do you buy goods and services?
Activating Strategy

· Set up a small classroom store.
· Let students look at the items for sell and decide if there is something they want.

· Students will make a list of the items they want.

Present

1. Read The Story of Babar by Jean De Brunhoff.
2. As you read, have students make a list of things Babar bought.

3. When the story is over ask students how Babar paid for his things. How did Babar get the money? How did the Old Lady get the money? How did having nice clothes, an education, and a car make Babar feel about himself? 
Guided Practice

1. Ask students to get their lists of items to buy at the classroom store.
2. Ask students what they are going to use to “buy” the objects. 

3. Ask students how they could “buy” the objects if they didn’t have any money. (i.e. trade or barter)

4. Ask students to give reasons why bartering may not be the best method of buying goods.

5. Explain to students that in some countries bartering or trading is the main way to buy and sell goods because many people don’t have much money.

6. Students will write a paragraph telling why we need money and how it helps us get the things we need.

Extend/Review
· Leave the classroom store up. Create a system of earning play money for good behavior, following the rules, and completing class work or homework, and paying back money to the teacher for breaking the rules or not completing work. At the end of the day, week, or month allow students to use the play money that they earned and saved to buy items from the store.
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