The Paper Boy
Dav Pilkey

Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which the students will be able to explain different jobs and explain why it is important to have the right attitude about work.

Academic Objective

· SSKE1 The student will describe the work that people do (police officer, firefighter, soldier, mail carrier, baker, farmer, doctor, and teacher).

Brilliant Star Objective

· Work/Career: Students will understand the importance of having the right attitude about work.

Essential Question

· Why is it important to have a good attitude about work?

Activating Strategy

· Have several job descriptions and/or pictures posted around the room on chart paper. 
· Give the students a job on an index card.

· Tell the students to find the chart paper that describes their job or has pictures of things that they would see on their jobs.

· Tell the students that you are going to read them a story that has a character with the right attitude about his job.

· Read The Paperboy by Dav Pilkey. Discuss how the boy in the story was a very motivated worker and how he showed the right attitude about his job.
Present
1. Go to each piece of chart paper and discuss the different jobs with the students. Make sure that the appropriate job is posted with the appropriate job description and/or pictures.

2. Ask the students why working is important.
3. Explain to the students the importance of each job. For example, explain that it is important to have a firefighter to save people. Tell the students that it is important to have the right attitude about your job. Tell the students if you don’t have the right attitude about your job, you wouldn’t be motivated to get up and work in the morning and you wouldn’t do a good job while you were at work. Tell the students that if you can’t keep a job, you can’t make money to support your family.

Guided Practice

1. Brainstorm responsibilities of a “student” with the class. Brainstorm reasons why it is important to have the right attitude about learning.
2. Tell the students to choose their favorite job. Tell them to write one sentence telling what they do on their job and one sentence telling why it would be important to have the right attitude about that job.
Additional Activities:
1. Invite children to consider what kinds of work people might be doing during the very early morning hours, including policemen on duty, bakery workers, hospital workers, and firefighters working in firehouses. Plan to visit some of these workers and create a list of questions as a class to discuss with the workers regarding their early morning duties.
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