The Great Kapok Tree

Lynne Cherry

Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which the students will be able to locate the continents on a map.

Academic Objective

· SS1G3 The student will locate major topographical features of the earth’s surface

b. Locate all of the continents:  North America, South America, Africa, Europe, Asia, Antarctica, and Australia.

Brilliant Star Objective

· SocioCultural: Students will understand the importance of taking care of the environment and the earth.

Essential Question

· What is a rainforest?

Activating Strategy

· Create a KWL chart and ask the students what do they know and what do they want to know about the rainforest.

· Read The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry.

Present

1.
Talk about the way rainforests look.  Tell the students about the temperature and 
how much rain a rainforest gets.

2.
Tell the students about the layers of the rainforest (emergent layer, canopy, middle layer, and the understory).  Tell the students how the taller trees block the sunlight and the smaller shrubs and trees can’t get sunlight.

3.
Tell the students about the bottom being very moist and muddy because the sun can’t get through to dry up the rain.

Guided Practice

1.
Tell the students that we are going to locate the seven continents on a map and 
find the rainforests that are locate there.  

2.
Show the students a transparency of the map from the front of the book, The Great Kapok Tree or a map with different rainforest areas colored in for each continent.
3.
Point out each continent and tell the students the names of each of the continents.  Point out the areas where rainforests are located in each area.

4.
Talk about the importance of not ruining the rainforests because of the many animals that live there.

5.
Possibly have a Save-the-Rainforests bake sale.

6.
Finish the KWL chart.  Let the students tell you what they have learned about the rainforest.  Let the students point out the seven continents and label them on a map with a partner.  
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