The Berenstain Bears Get the Gimmies
Stan and Jan Berenstain
Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn the difference between wants and needs.
Academic Objective
· SS2E1 The student will explain that because of scarcity, people must make choices and incur opportunity costs.
Brilliant Star Objective
· Cognitive/Thinking: Decision Making: Students will be able to select the most efficient and effective alternative course of action from a variety of known possibilities.

Essential Question

· Why is it important to know the difference between wants and needs? Why is it important to make good choices?
Activating Strategy

· On the board or chart paper, begin a T-chart of needs and wants. Explain to students that some things we really don’t have to have, but maybe we just want them. Other things we must have, or need, to live. 

· Ask students to give ideas of things that could go on the wants side. Write about 3 things on the board.

· Ask students to give ideas of things that should go on the needs side. Write about 3 things.
Present

1.
Read the story, The Berenstain Bears Get the Gimmies, by Stan and Jan Berenstain.
2.    Ask students to give words to describe the cubs’ behavior.

3.    Ask students to be honest and raise their hand if they have ever begged for something at the store. 
4.    Tell students to think about what it was they begged for and if it was something they wanted or needed.

Guided Practice

1. Give each student a T-chart (or let him or her make one). Ask students to think of as many things as they can to add to the T-chart.

2. After students have enough time to add to the chart, add their ideas onto the class chart. 

3. Tell students to notice which side is longer, needs or wants. (Most likely it will be the Wants.)

4. Explain reasons why we can’t have everything we want. 1) That when money or other resources are scarce, we sometimes have to give up some of our wants so that we make sure we have all the things we need. 2) We can become greedy (always wanting more) and ungrateful (never thankful for what we do have.) Refer to Papa’s “talking to” on pages 16 and 17.

5. Tell students to look at their list of wants and circle two or more things they think they could give up. 

6. Let students share. 
7. Tell students to look at their list again and think about which one item they would choose if they could have one thing from their want list. Underline it.

8. Let students share.
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