Swimmy
Leo Lionni
Book Description
Swimmy is a courageous, young fish.  After a tragedy, Swimmy must find his way alone.  He does this with perseverance, courage, and his unique ability to swim fast and think even faster.  
Academic Objective
SS1CG1 
The student will describe how the historical figures in SS1H1a display positive character traits of fairness, respect for others, respect for the environment, conservation, courage, equality, tolerance, perseverance, and commitment. 

Brilliant Star Objective
Personal Style: Students will be able to describe how they are unique and how they are similar to others.
Personal Style: Students will be able to describe their own potentials, capacities, and achievements.

Essential Question
What positive character traits do historical figures possess? Why?

Activating Strategy 
· Display a Wordsplash with the words courage, perseverance, and commitment.
· Ask students if they know what any of these words mean, and if they know how they are all related.

· Tell students that they are going to listen to a story about a fish that possesses all three of the character traits.
Present 

1. Show students the cover of the book, and ask them if they can predict which fish is Swimmy.
2. Begin by completing a picture walk with the book to allow students to make predictions.

3. Read the book to the students.  Make sure to point out passages in the text where Swimmy is exhibiting one or more of the character traits.  This will make it easier to return to them at the end of the story.

4. Ask students if they would like to be like Swimmy. In what way?  

Guided Practice
1. Ask the students if they have ever felt like Swimmy did at the beginning of the story.  Ask them if they were able to find a way to show courage and persevere through their problem.
2. Discuss with students the definition of certain character traits: courage, perseverance, and commitment.  These are all traits that the main character in our story possessed.
3. Put the students in small groups and give each of the groups one of the historical figures (Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Harriet Tubman, George Washington Carver, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark with Sacagawea) they have been learning about in Social Studies.
4. The groups will brainstorm how this historical figure(s) might have shown one, two, or all three of these positive character traits, and they will list them on a piece of chart paper.
5. Allow groups to share their ideas and have other groups add to the ideas presented by that group.
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