Stone Soup

Marcia Brown

Book Description: 
· Three hungry soldiers make a wonderful soup and help villagers learn to work together.

Academic Objective: 

· SKCS1 – Students will be aware of the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness, and skepticism in science and will exhibit these traits in their own efforts to understand how the world works.
Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Perceiving – Students will be able to name and describe their senses and how they can be used to understand/explore new things.
Readability Level: 3.6
Essential Question: How do we use our five senses?
Activating Strategy: 
· Ask students if they know what the term “five senses” means. Inform them that this next story will encourage them to use them.
Present: 

· Kindergarteners have big imaginations. Showing the students three (small) smooth stones. Pass the stones around so that the children can touch them and describe how they feel. Ask if they believe that these stones would make a good soup. Explain to the students that the class will be making their own soup. 

· Ask students the following questions:

· What did the villagers hide their food? 

· Why did the villagers decide to help the soldiers make the soup?

· Were the soldier’s the soldiers greedy like the villagers thought?

· Share with students that often we may think people are one way, but once we get to know them we find out something different about them. Also discuss how working together can bring good results.

Guided Practice: 

· A day or two prior to this lesson have students begin bringing in items for the soup. Also enlist the help of a paraprofessional and parents to assist with making the soup. This lesson should be started as early as possible so that the soup has time to cook. Remind the students that the class still has three smooth stones of their own. Divide students into groups according to the ingredients that they brought in (prior to starting make sure that the stones have been washed thoroughly and that all hands are clean). Have parents assist students with preparing their vegetables and then placing them in the crock-pot. As the soup is cooking discuss how the class worked together to create the soup. 
Extend/Refine: 

Science Activity: Create a Five Senses Station
· Hearing – fill three film canisters with different items. Let students shake the canisters and guess at the ingredients inside.
· Sight - Place hand-held lens at the table with various objects (rocks will work fine) for the students to examine.
· Touch – Place a rocks with a variety of textures at the station for students to examine.

· Smell – Place a blindfold at the station along with various food items (grape jello, orange jello, strawberry jello) and have students identify the scents.

· Taste – students taste different food items and identify whether the food is sweet, salty, sour, etc. 
Additional Resources: 
· Stone Soup Recipe can be found on the Family Fun web site: http://familyfun.go.com/recipes/family/feature/famf107stonesoup/famf107stonesoup2.html
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