Song of the Swallows
Leo Politi
Book Description:

· The swallows return to Capistrano and to the garden that Juan has made.
Academic Objectives:

· SS3E1a: The student will describe the four types of productive resources: Natural (land)
.

Brilliant Star Objective:

· Cognition/Thinking: Analysis: Students will be able to systematically separate a complex whole into its simple parts in order to fully comprehend their interrelationships and the functions or purpose of the whole.
Readability Level: K-2
Vocabulary: millstone, barracks, gay, bore, perch, twitter, swallow, adobe, subdue
Introduction: Before reading, show the students the front of the book and ask them if they know what a swallow is. Do a picture walk through the book and ask them why they think the author chose the title “Song of the Swallows.”
During Reading: Ask following questions on corresponding pages:

· p 1- Using the word clues on this page what do you think the Spanish words Buenos dias mean?
· P 7- Why do you think the birds liked the garden?

· P 9- How do you think the birds knew when it was Saint Joseph’s Day?
· P 13- Why were the birds leaving?

· P 24- Why were the people so excited about the swallows return?

· P 30- Why do you think Juan loved the swallows so much?

After Reading: Ask the students to think about all the things the author told us about the swallows. Then have the students try and figure out why the swallows meant so much to Juan.
Follow-Up Activities: 
1. Discuss the natural resources that are in the book. (Swallows, plants, water, etc.)
2. Have the students research the ways we use natural resources and the ways nature uses natural resources.

3. Have the students create a triorama using a 10 X 10 sheet of paper. (See instruction below).
4. On one of the spaces of the triorama, have the students write the ways we use natural resources. On another space of the triorama, have the students tell how nature uses natural resources.  On the last space of the triorama have the students contrast the difference between how we use natural resources and how nature uses them- specifically focusing on how nature doesn’t waste the resources as humans do.
*A good website for finding this information: 

Geographyforkids.com http://www.geography4kids.com/files/land_natresource.html
Instructions for triorams:

Using a10 X 10 sheet of paper, fold the paper from corner to corner to make a triangle. Unfold the paper and fold the other two corners together. Open the paper back up to see that there are four fold lines going to the center of the paper. Take the paper and cut along ONE fold line until you get to the center and STOP. Take the two cut pieces, folding one underneath the other and tape or staple them together. Once this is completed, your triorama can sit up on its own. 
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