Show Way
Jacqueline Woodson
Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn how historical figures have shown positive character traits.
Academic Objective
· SS1CG1 The student will describe how the historical figures in SS1H1a display positive character traits of fairness, respect for others, respect for the environment, conservation, courage, equality, tolerance, perseverance, and commitment. 
Brilliant Star Objective
· SocioCultural:  Students will describe specific examples of how people have risked their own safety so that others may be free.
Essential Question

· How did the characters in the story display positive character traits similar to Harriet Tubman?
Prior Knowledge

· Before this lesson, students should have a prior knowledge of Harriet Tubman and the role she played in the Underground Railroad. 
Activating Strategy

· Begin a discussion about Harriet Tubman to remind students of who she is and what her role in history was. 
· Ask students to give examples of character words that would describe her. The teacher may want to give an example first to guide students, for instance, “brave or courageous.”
· Ask students to think of other people, real or fictional, who they believe display similar character traits.

Present

1.
Read the story Show Way by Jacqueline Woodson.
2.
Ask students if they think the characters in the story are similar to Harriet Tubman. 
3.    Tell students to give examples of how the characters are similar or different from Harriet Tubman.

Guided Practice

1.
Give the students a piece of drawing paper.

2.
Show students how to draw a Venn diagram and ask them to draw one on their paper. (Or if you have a reproducible Venn diagram, just pass it out to students.)
3.   Above the first circle, tell students to write “Harriet Tubman.” Above the second circle,                      tell students to write “Show Way Characters.”
4.   Explain to students that in the first circle they will write things that only describe Harriet      Tubman, in the second circle they will write only things that describe the Show Way characters, and in the middle where the circles overlap they will write things that describe both Harriet Tubman and the characters (characters traits that are the same or similar).

5.   After allowing students enough time to work, ask students to raise their hand if somewhere on their Venn diagram they wrote the character word “courage.”

6.   Ask students to give reasons why Harriet Tubman and the storybook characters had to have courage. Guide students’ answers toward the Brilliant Star objective (They risked themselves to help others.)
7. Make a list of modern day heroes who risk their lives to help others. (i.e. police, firefighters, soldiers, etc.)
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