Ox-Cart Man
Donald Hall
Book Description
Ox-Cart Man is a story about how families survived during a different time period.  The father goes to the market and is forced to make sacrifices, in order to gain what is most important for his family’s survival.
Academic Objectives:
SS1E3
The student will describe how people are both producers and consumers.
Brilliant Star Objectives:
Finances: Students will be able to discuss the importance of money in our society.
Essential Question:
What are producers and consumers, and why are they important?

Activating Strategy
· Ask students to raise their hand if they have ever been to the store with someone.  
· Ask students to raise their hand if they have ever sold something (lemonade, girl scout cookies).


· Tell students that they have been producers and consumers.  Have students make prediction about the meaning of those two words. Do not give the definition until after reading the story.

Present
1. Complete a picture walk with the students.
2. Ask them questions such as if they think this story took place recently, and do they have some of the same things we have today.

3. Read the story to the students.  Pause for questions the students may have during the story.  
4. Point out that the man in the story is selling his family’s items and using the money to buy more items.

5. Ask students why they think he is doing this.

Guided Practice
1. Divide a piece of chart paper into a t-chart, and explain the definition of a producer and consumer.

2. Ask students to give examples to add to each side of the t-chart.
3. Have students create a t-chart on construction paper.  Students will look through magazine to find examples of producers and examples of consumer.  They will cut them out and glue them under the correct heading.
4. Ask students to write about something that they produce and something that they consume.
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