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Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which the students will be able to describe community and family celebrations and customs.

Academic Objective

· SSKG1 The student will describe American Culture by explaining diverse community and family celebrations and customs.

Brilliant Star Objective

· Family: Students will be able to discuss the similarities and differences in families.

Essential Question

· What are celebrations and customs?

Activating Strategy

· Read a story about a little girl and her older brother called, My Rotten-Redheaded Older Brother.
· Tell the students to pay attention to the part where the girl and her grandmother are looking at the sky before bedtime.

· After reading the story, tell the students that it was a custom for the grandmother to spit through her two fingers, hit her chest, and make a wish when she saw a shooting star.

· Tell the students that the girl picked up on this custom.
Present

1. Ask the students if they have an older brother or sister. Ask them if they like to do certain things with their brothers or sisters and family. Explain that that could be a custom for their family.

2. Ask the students what is a celebration. Ask the students what is a custom.

3. Tell the students that a celebration is like a party. Tell them that it is a happy time. Point out different holidays or reasons written on the celebrations word web.

4. Explain the following:

· a custom is something that families always do. 
· different families may have different customs.
· many American families may have the same customs. 
· one family custom could be that you must always eat at the dinner table (in my family, we were aloud to eat dinner in front of the television.)

· Provide other customs if students need more examples. 
5. Make a celebrations word web-students will give you different reasons we celebrate.


Guided Practice

1. Ask the students to write down one celebration or one of their family customs. 

2. Draw a horizontal line to divide a piece of chart paper in half. Write celebration on one side and custom on the other side.
3. As the students share with the class, let the class help to decide if they shared a custom or celebration. If they think that it could be both, post it on the center line.
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