May I Bring a Friend?
By Beatrice Schenk De Regniers
Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn the roles of elected officials.

Academic Objective
· SS2G2 The student will identify the roles of the following elected officials:
a. President (leader of our nation)

b. Governor (leader of our state)

c. Mayor (leader of our city)
Brilliant Star Objective
· Work/Career: Students will be able to express the importance of work ethics in a job situation exemplifying honesty and integrity. 
Essential Question

· How are leaders in the United States government different from kings or queens of other countries? How are they alike?
Activating Strategy

· Read the story, May I Bring a Friend, by Beatrice Schenk De Regniers.
· Ask students to explain what a king and queen do. What is their job?

· Ask students, “Is a king or queen the ruler of The United States of America?” “What do we call our leader?” 

Present

1.
 Allow students to visit “The Democracy Project” at http://pbskids.org/democracy/
2.    With this site, students can read about how the president is elected, what jobs the president has to do, and how government affects us all.

3.    Allow students to visit http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/government/monarchy.htm
      to learn more about kings and queens.
Guided Practice

1.
Students will use a Compare/Contrast Matrix or a Venn diagram to compare the similarities and differences between kings/queens and elected officials.
2.   Ask students, “Why is it so important for presidential candidates to convince voters that they have a good work ethic and have characters like honesty and integrity? Do kings and queens have to have these qualities to be in power? Should they? 

3.   Have students write a persuasive paragraph to explain to another country why they should change their government, so that they could elect a president.
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