Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Book Description:
A biography of the renowned, Martin Luther King, Jr.  It sees MLK, Jr. through his childhood and into his adulthood while explaining definitions such as segregation.
Academic Objective
SSKH1 
The student will identify the purpose of national holidays and describe the people or events celebrated.
e. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Brilliant Star Objective
· Conation/Volition: Students will be able to discern how perseverance and determination help one to achieve goals in a specific situation.
· Moral Character: Students will describe how character and inner strength can contribute to overcoming difficult circumstances and situations.

Essential Question:

Who was Martin Luther King, Jr., and why do we celebrate his life?

Activating Strategy
· Have the boys go to the back of the room and invite the girls to the carpet. 
· Tell the students that only the girls get to participate in this lesson and activity. Wait a few minutes and ask how everyone feels.  
· Tell students that a long time ago black and white students were not allowed to attend the same school.  Have them raise their hand if they think this is fair.
· Tell them that because of Martin Luther King, Jr. students can all come together to learn.  Ask if any of the students have heard of him.
Present: 

1. Begin lesson by creating a K-W-H-L chart.  Fill out the K (what you already know), the W (what you wonder or want to know), and the H (how will you learn).
2. Read the book to students stopping at spots to ask them how they would feel or if they believe something is fair or unfair.
3. Tell students that Dr. King fought for African Americans to have the same rights as white people.  He wanted everyone to be treated equal.
4. Complete the L (what you learned) section of the K-W-H-L chart with the students.
Guided Practice:

1. Create a T-chart with one side labeled fair and the other side labeled unfair.
2. Ask students to name some things that are fair.  Add these to the chart.
3.  Ask students to name some things that are unfair.  Add these to the chart.
4. Ask students to think about a time when they had to be strong because someone was being unfair or hurt their feelings.
5. On a piece of paper, students will draw a picture of the time they had to be strong and show inner strength to overcome an obstacle.
6. Students will share their pictures when they are done.
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