Just My Friend and Me

Mercer Mayer

Book Description:  

· Little Critter is lonely and wants his friend to come play with him.  

Academic Objective:
· SSKCG2 - The student will retell stories that illustrate positive character traits and will explain how people in the stories show the qualities of honesty, patriotism, loyalty, courtesy, respect, truth, pride, self-control, moderation and accomplishment.
Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Friends – Students will be able to distinguish traits that make a good friend and how friends should be treated.
Readability Level: 1.3
Essential Question:  What makes a person a good friend? 

Activating Strategy: 

· Share with the students that they will be listening to the story about Little Critter and his friend.  Introduce the text and read.
Present: 

· Ask how many students enjoy playing with a friend. Ask a few of the students to share some of the things they do with their friend.  Explain that a good friend or a good person will show others respect and show some self-control.  Explain the ideas of respect and self-control. 

· Refer back to the page where the two friends are playing baseball.  Ask the students what happened on that page.  Is Little Critter’s friend being respectful?  Is he showing self-control?  Ask students to give examples. Refer to the page where Little Critter’s mother is bandaging them up.  Ask students how they think Little Critter is feeling about having his friend over.  Invite one or two students to share a similar experience with the class.  

Guided Practice:  

· After a brief discussion and summary of the story, display a T-chart.  One side should be labeled “Good Friend” and the other “Bad Friend”.  The purpose is to discuss and share traits that make someone a good friend and traits that make someone a “bad” friend. 

Extend and Refine:  

Social Studies: The class creates a “Friendship Pizza” that includes ingredients for being a good friend.
· Obtain a pizza box from a pizza restaurant.

· Make a crust out of cardboard or cardstock and label the crust “friendship”

· Cut out pizza ingredients from construction paper and label some of the ingredients with traits that make a good friend.

· Invite the class to the carpet and inform them that they will be helping to make a “friendship” pizza.  

· Place the first few ingredients on the paper (discuss the trait prior to placing them on the crust). 

· Invite students to think of other traits that make a good friend.  Write the traits on the ingredients and have the students place them on the pizza (some students may be able to write the trait alone or with minimal assistance).  

Follow-up Activities:  

· The class creates a “Friendship Pizza” that includes ingredients for being a good friend.

Friendship Pizza Instructions can be found at:  http://www.tolerance.org/teach/activities/activity.jsp?ar=1023
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