It Takes a Village
Jane Cowen-Fletcher
Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn that people are both producers and consumers.
Academic Objective
· SS1E3 The student will describe how people are both producers and consumers.
Brilliant Star Objective
· Friends: Students will be able to describe what friends do together and how they can help each other. 
Essential Question

· How do we get the things we need or want?
Activating Strategy

· Introduce the words producer and consumer.
· Ask students where they go to buy goods (clothes, groceries, etc.) Talk about different types of stores. Explain that some stores can be outside.

· Ask students if they have ever been to an “Outdoor Market.” (A sidewalk sale or arts and crafts show could be similar to an outdoor market.)
Present

1.
Read the story, It Takes a Village, by Jane Cowen-Fletcher.
2.   Ask students what they thought was interesting about the market. 

3.   Ask students to think about times they have been shopping with a grown up.

4.   Ask how their experience was similar or different from Yemi’s shopping experience. 
Guided Practice

1.
Review the terms producer and consumer.
2.   Point out to students that in the story, the people of the village were producers and consumers.

3.   Call on students to explain how the people were producers and consumers (What does that mean? What did they do?)

4.    Set up several craft stations and assign students to a station. 

5.    After students have made crafts, set up a market where students can trade the items they made with one another.

6.    As you observe the class working and trading, try to notice friends/classmates who are helping one another.

7.    Make a list of ways the classmates helped one another.

8.    Show students the list you made and ask if there were any other things to add to the list that you might have missed.

9.    Ask students how it made them feel to have someone help them. How did it feel to help someone else?
10.  Turn to the back of the book, It Takes a Village, and show students the African Proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child.”

11.  Ask students what they think that proverb means.

12.  Call on volunteers to give examples of how the characters in the story helped Yemi’s family.

13.  Have students make a list of people other than their parents who help take care of them. Their list could include grandparents, neighbors, church members, family friends, teachers, etc. (The length of the list is not important; the purpose is for the students to realize that people other than parents help and care about them.)
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