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Description 

This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn about Harriet Tubman’s life story. 
Academic Objective
SS1H1 
The student will read about and describe the life of historical figures in American history. 
a. 
Identify the contributions made by these figures: Benjamin Franklin (inventor/author/ statesman),Thomas Jefferson (Declaration of Independence), Meriwether Lewis and William Clark with Sacagawea (exploration), Harriet Tubman (Underground Railroad), Theodore Roosevelt (National Parks and the environment), George Washington Carver (science). 

Brilliant Star Objective
SocioCultural: Students will describe specific examples of how people have risked their own safety so that others may be free. 

Essential Question

Why is Harriet Tubman an important historical figure in America’s history?
Activating Strategy

Complete a KWL on Harriet Tubman. If students do not have much background knowledge on her, the teacher may want to present more information on slavery and the civil war. 
Present

1. Open up to the glossary in the book and go over each word and its definition. 

2. Read the story, Harriet Tubman: Follow the North Star, by David Adler.
Guided Practice

· Explain to students that important historical figures, such as George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, are often on coins. Tell them that today they will be working in pairs to make a coin that celebrates the life of Harriet Tubman. 
· Have students make a commemorative coin celebrating the life of Harriet Tubman. Discuss with students symbols that represent Harriet Tubman that can be used on the coin, such as a railroad or North Star. 
· Have students share their coins and explain why they decorated their coin the way they did. 
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