Grandfather’s Journey
Allen Say
Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will identify the continents of North America and Japan, in relation to one another.
Academic Objective
· SS1G3 The student will locate major topographical features of the earth’s surface.
a. Locate all of the continents: North America, South America, Africa, Europe, Asia, Antarctica, and Australia.

b. Locate the major oceans: Arctic, Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian.

Brilliant Star Objective
· Situation-specific: Students will be aware of their surroundings and the effects they can have on a person’s feelings and reactions. 
Essential Question

· What resources can be used to locate features of earth’s surface?
Activating Strategy

· Show students a map of the world and a globe.
· Ask students how they are the same and how they are different. 

· Ask students, “What are some ways we use a map or globe?”

· Tell students that after listening to a story they are going to have a chance to use a map or globe to locate different continents and countries.
Present

1.
Read the story Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say.
2.    Ask students how Grandfather felt when he was in Japan. How did he feel when he was in America? Why do you think he missed one country when he was in the other?

3.   Ask students how they think they would feel if they left their home to go to a new country. What good feelings might they have? What bad feelings might they have?

4.    Using the globe, show students where Asia and Japan are located. As you turn the globe draw your finger across the Pacific Ocean to show that it is between Asia and North America. Point to where North America and California are.

5.    Explain that if students looked at a map, it would look the same, except it is flat.

Guided Practice

1.
Give the students a map of the world. (Pacific View is best.) You can find reproducible maps at http://www.eduplace.com/ss/ssmaps/wrldpac.html.
2.   Direct students to locate and label North America, California, Asia, and Japan.

3. Students will draw a line between Asia and North America. Label the ocean that lies between the two continents.

Extend

· Using a map or globe, students can finish labeling the other continents and oceans.
· Color the continents and oceans.
· Using scissors cut out the continents and oceans. 
· Use the pieces as a puzzle game.
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