Caps for Sale

Esphyr Slobodkina

Book Description: 

· A peddler tries to sell caps, but meddling monkeys interfere.

Academic Objective: 

· SSKE1 The student will describe the work that people do (police officer, fire fighter, soldier, mail carrier, baker, farmer, doctor, and teacher). 
Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Work/Career Students will be able to discern the need for developing an interest in a particular career and the attitude necessary for sustaining that career.

Readability Level: 2.4
Essential Question: What are different jobs that people do? 

Activating Strategy:  

· Introduce the book to the students by reading the title and sharing the book cover.  Discuss the work that a peddler might do.  Read the book to the class.
Present: 

· Display hats from different careers around the room.  Ask students to share what they know about the hats, i.e., firemen wear those hats, etc.  Lead students in a brief discussion about the different jobs represented by the hats.  

· Ask the students the following questions

· What was the peddler selling?

· Was he able to sell his caps?
· Why couldn’t the peddler eat lunch?
· Why did he sit under the tree?

· What happened while he slept?

· How did he get his caps back?

· Did the peddler stop trying to sell his caps?

Guided Practice:  

· Reinforce the idea that the peddler kept trying to sell the caps because it was his job.  The peddler wanted to be good at his job and he needed to make money to take care of himself.  Ask students what type of job they would like to do and why.  Ask students to share what they would do if they were the peddler.  Would they quit trying to sell the caps?  Reinforce the idea that people often have to keep trying at a job until they get it right.  They can’t just give up.  

Extend/Refine:   

   Math Activities:

· Create 4 red caps, 4 brown caps, 4 white caps, and 4 gray caps.  Use the printable cap from the Scholastic web site listed below.

· Allow students to sort the caps by color.

· Students can use the caps for learning to skip counts by two’s.  

Additional Resources:  

Scholastic Caps for Sale Extension Activities:  

http://www.mrsmcdowell.com/Units%20and%20Themes/school.htm
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