Amazing Grace
Mary Hoffman
Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn how historical figure, Jackie Robinson, became successful despite cultural differences and discrimination.
Academic Objective
· SS2H1 The student will read about and describe the lives of historical figures in Georgia history. 
a. Identify the contributions made by these historic figures: James Oglethorpe, Tomochichi, and Mary Musgrove (founding of Georgia); Sequoyah (development of a Cherokee alphabet); Jackie Robinson (sports); Martin Luther King, Jr. (civil rights); Jimmy Carter (leadership and human rights).

Brilliant Star Objective 

· Self-reflection: Students will provide examples of the use of volition and determination to overcome obstacles and challenges.
Essential Question

· How did Jackie Robinson and others overcome discrimination to become successful and pave the way for others to be successful?
Activating Strategy

· Have students research and read biographies of Jackie Robinson. 
· As a class, discuss how Jackie Robinson had a hand in ending segregation.

· Students will then write character words to describe Jackie Robinson. 

Present

1.
Read the story Amazing Grace, by Mary Hoffman.
2.    Begin a discussion with students about similarities and differences between the true story of Jackie Robinson and the fictional story of Amazing Grace. How were their situations alike? How were they different? How did they overcome their obstacles and challenges? 
Guided Practice

1.
Ask students to look back at the character words they wrote to describe Jackie Robinson and decide which of those words also describe Grace. If students think of new words they may add them to their list.

2.   Using a Venn diagram, students will compare and contrast Jackie Robinson and Grace. Students will include in their diagram: the struggles, the goals, and the characteristic traits that describe Robinson and Grace.
3.    Ask students to think about this: “What might have happened if, after being told he couldn’t play in the major leagues, Robinson had simply given up?” “How might it have changed Grace’s story?”

4.    Have students write a paragraph explaining why it is important to never give up on your dreams. Students may even want to include their own dream and how they plan to accomplish it.
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