All the Colors We Are
Katie Kissinger

Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn how the region a person lives in can affect their skin color.
Academic Objective
· SS2G2 The student will describe the cultural and geographic systems associated with the historical figures in SS2H1 and Georgia’s Creek and Cherokees.
e. Describe how the region in which these historic figures lived affected their lives and compare these regions to the region in which the students live.

Brilliant Star Objective
· Personal Style: Students will be able to identify and discuss physical differences among people.
Essential Question

· How do we get our skin color?
Activating Strategy

· Begin a KWL chart. 

· Ask students the question, “How do you think we get our skin color?” Write the question under the “W” on the chart.
· Record their responses under the “K”.

Present

1.
Read the story, All the Colors We Are, by Katie Kissinger.

2.   Ask students, “After listening to the story, what did you learn?”

3.   Record their responses under the “L”.  

Guided Practice

1.
Show students pictures (preferably in color) of historical figures such as James Oglethorpe, Tomochichi, Mary Musgrove, Sequoyah, Jackie Robinson, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Jimmy Carter.
2.    Ask students to look closely at each picture, then decide if the person most likely had parents or ancestors who came from a very hot and sunny climate or a less hot and sunny climate.

3.   Tell students to look at their own skin and guess what type of climate their ancestors came from.

4.   Students can compare and contrast skin colors with their classmates. 

Extend/Refine

· Students could tell their parents that they are learning about how people get their skin color and ask them what type of climate their ancestors came from. Compare their guess in class with their parents’ answer. Did they guess correctly? If not, what other elements could have created their skin color?

· Students then could create a project about their ancestors and what region they came from.
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