Alexander, Who’s Not (Do you hear me? I mean it!) Going to Move
Judith Viorst

Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn about needs and wants.
Academic Objective
· SS2E1 The student will explain that because of scarcity, people must make choices and incur opportunity costs.
Brilliant Star Objective
· Perceiving: Students will be able to recognize that perceptions can impact thinking and beliefs, and how preconceived perceptions can be changed.

Essential Question

· What changes do people have to make when money (or other resources) are scarce? Why?
Activating Strategy

· Ask students to raise their hand if they have ever had to do something that they really didn’t want to do.
· Give an example of a time you didn’t want to do something. Explain that after it was over it really wasn’t so bad. (An example might be going to the dentist or trying a new, strange food).

· Call on volunteers to share their experience.
· Ask the volunteers to tell what happened after. Was it as bad as you thought? Now that you have done it, would you do it again? How did you feel before/after? 

· Tell students that you are going to read a story about a boy who really doesn’t want to move to a new place.

Present

1. Read the story Alexander, Who’s Not (Do you hear me? I mean it!) Going to Move, by Judith Viorst.
2. Ask students to raise their hand and give some reasons why Alexander didn’t want to move.

3. Talk about Alexander’s concerns. Will there be boys his age in a new town? Will he find new neighbors, a soccer team, a sitter, a new school, etc.?
4. Ask students why Alexander’s brothers didn’t mind moving. Do you think they were upset at first? How did they change their minds?

5. Explain to the students that even Alexander’s mom and dad may not have wanted to move at first. Give reasons like, they liked their house, church; they had friends and family in that town. Explain that sometimes adults and children have the same feelings.
6. Tell students to think back to the story. Why did Alexander’s family have to move? 

7. Explain to students that sometimes things happen (maybe a parent loses a job, a new baby is born, or someone if the family gets sick) and people have to make choices or even  make changes, so that they will have enough money to pay bills, buy clothes and groceries, and all the things a family needs. For Alexander’s family they had to move to a new place because that is where Dad found a job.
Guided Practice

1. On the board or chart paper, begin a T-chart of needs and wants. Explain to students that some things we really don’t have to have, but maybe we just want them. Other things we must have, or need, to live. 
2. Ask students to give ideas of things that could go on the wants side. Write about 3 things on the board.

3. Ask students to give ideas of things that should go on the needs side. Write about 3 things.

4. Give each student a T-chart (or let him or her make one). Ask students to think of as many things as they can to add to the T-chart.

5. After students have enough time to add to the chart, add their ideas onto the class chart. 

6. Tell students to notice which side is longer, needs or wants. (Most likely it will be the Wants.)

7. Explain that when money or other resources are scarce, we sometimes have to give up some of our wants so that we make sure we have all the things we need. Tell students to look at their list of wants and circle two or more things they think they could give up. 
8. Let students share. 

9. Explain that everyone experiences times of scarcity, but it doesn’t last forever. When you stay positive, it can make a bad situation seem better. Just like Alexander’s family.
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