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Description 

This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn the importance of rules and laws.
Academic Objective
SS2CG1 
The students will define the concept of government and the need for rules and laws.
Brilliant Star Objective
SocioCultural:  Students will be able to describe the importance of taking care of the environment and the earth. Students will discuss ways they can help take care of the environment (beginning as small as the school). 
Essential Question

Why do we need rules and laws?
Activating Strategy

· As a whole group, visit the website http://www.congressforkids.net/. Some terms or concepts may need further explanation depending on the level of your students.
· Explain that we need laws to protect people and even our land.

Present

1.
Read the story, A River Ran Wild, by Lynne Cherry.
2.    Ask students “How did passing a law help to restore the river?”

3.    Ask students “What might have happened if the government had not passed a law to protect the river?”
Guided Practice

1.
Students will complete a problem/solution outline.
2.   Students may use the problem and solution (law passed) from the story or they may think of another problem which was solved by the passing of a law.

3.   An example of the problem/solution outline can be found at http://www.writedesignonline.com/organizers/sequence.html#probsolution
Return to:

· Brilliant Star Main Page
· Brilliant Star Reading Project: | Index | Compilation |
