A Pocket Full of Kisses

Audrey Penn

Book Description
· A young raccoon worries that his mother will not have enough love for him and his new baby brother.

Academic Objective

· SSKCG2: The student will retell stories that illustrate positive character traits and will explain how people in the stories show the qualities of honesty, patriotism, loyalty, courtesy, respect, truth, pride, self-control, moderation and accomplishment. 

Brilliant Star Objective

· Family:  Students will be able to discuss their feelings about their siblings and the importance of family members.
Readability Level: 3.7
Essential Question: How do we show our feelings for family members?
Activating Strategy:  

· Inform students that they will be listening to this story again (previously read during an earlier shared reading).  Ask students to listen carefully to how Chester expressed his feelings to his mother.
Present:

· Introduce the story again by showing the students the book cover and reading the title of the book.  Ask students to share what they remember from the first reading of the text.   Engage students in relating the text to their lives by asking students if they have brothers or sisters.  Allow students to briefly share one thing they like about their brother or sister (teacher may model this activity by sharing about his or her siblings). Inform students that after reading the story, they will participate in retelling the story through sequencing the events.

· Begin reading the story to the class.  Pause on page 4 and ask the students to share what has happened in the story so far.  After listening to student answers continue reading until page 12.  At this point in the story ask students to share again what has happened since mother raccoon kissed Chester’s kissing hand.  Assist students with reviewing the story as needed.  Continue reading the story to the end.  Ask students if they remember the story mother raccoon told Chester.  After listening to the students’ answers, review the story events again with the class to assist with helping them remember the sequence of events being sure to use the terms first, next, then, and last.
Guided Practice: 
· Use an overhead projector, Smart Board, or whiteboard to draw four squares.  Inform the students that they will have a piece of paper with four squares similar to what you’ve drawn on the board.  Tell students that they will retell the story by drawing pictures of what happened in the story in the sequence of first, next, then, last. Model the activity by completing the first square.  After modeling the activity and reviewing instructions, allow students to complete the task.
Extending/Refining:  

Art Activity

· Provide students with a construction paper pocket (run on white paper).

· Allow students to color and decorate their pocket.

· Provide tiny hearts for students to place on the front of their pocket.

· Assist students with writing a note on the back of the pocket for their family (note could read, “With love_____________ .  You could also place on poem on the back of the pocket (see additional resources for web sites with poems).

· Students will also participate in an art activity to create their own pocket with a kiss (tiny heart) to share with their parent(s).  

Math Activity 

· Fold construction paper into four squares (make one for each student)

· Place a pre-cut hand into each square (hands can be purchased at school supply, use Ellison die-cut or trace a small child’s hand.

· Program each hand with a number from 1-10.

· Cut out enough paper hearts (on red paper) for each student to match to the number on the hands.

Additional Resources: 

The Kissing Hand at the Virtual Vine - http://www.thevirtualvine.com/TheKissingHand.html
Mrs. McDowell –Back to School - http://www.mrsmcdowell.com/Units%20and%20Themes/school.htm
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