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Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will learn the importance of determination by reading a kid-friendly biography on Harriet Tubman. 
Academic Objective
SS1H1 The student will read about and describe the life of historical figures in American history. 
a. Identify the contributions made by these figures: Benjamin Franklin (inventor/author/ statesman), Thomas Jefferson (Declaration of Independence), Meriwether Lewis and William Clark with Sacagawea (exploration), Harriet Tubman (Underground Railroad), Theodore Roosevelt (National Parks and the environment), George Washington Carver (science). 

Brilliant Star Objective
· Self-reflection: Students will provide examples of the use of volition and determination to overcome obstacles and challenges.

· SocioCultural: Students will describe specific examples of how people have risked their own safety so that others may be free. 
Reading Level: 

Lexile level: 760
Essential Question

· How did Harriet Tubman use determination to help the end of slavery?
Activating Strategy

· Have students tell the teacher if they know anything about Harriet Tubman. Record their responses on the board. 
· Put this website on the promethean board: http://www2.lhric.org/POCANTICO/tubman/tubman.html
View the different artifacts and pictures on the page and tell students how some of this work was done by second graders!
· Record new information learned from the website on the board. 
Present

1.
Read the story, A Picture Book of Harriet Tubman, by David Adler.
2.    Discuss with students how Harriet felt during the book. Questions include: 
· How did Harriet feel being a slave when she worked all day and never got paid?

· How would you feel if you were Harriet?

· What made Harriet continue to work hard to help people even though she knew if she got caught then she would be in serious trouble?
Guided Practice

1. 
Have students write about a time where they felt like giving up on something, but worked hard in order to achieve their goal, just like Harriet Tubman. Students may want to create a Venn diagram to describe the differences in their stories and Harriet Tubman’s story. 
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