The Mitten

Jan Brett

Book Description: 

· A young boy loses his mitten and an interesting animal adventure begins.

Academic Objective: 

· SKCS4b – Students will use the ideas of system, model, change, and scale in exploring scientific and technological matters.  Describe changes in weight, color, or movement, and note which of their other qualities remain the same. 
Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Cognitive/Thinking – Interpolation: Students will be able to insert an element or series of elements into a given sequence or series according to the rule that governs them.
Readability Level: 3.9
Essential Question: What happens to objects when they are stretched?

Activating Strategy:  

· Inform students that they will be listening to the story The Mitten.  Ask students to pay careful attention to what happens to the mitten as more and more animals crawl in.  Introduce and read text.
Introduction: 

· Show the students a knitted mitten.  Pass the mitten around and let the students examine it, stretch it, etc.  Ask the students to share what they notice about the mitten, i.e., it’s size, color, texture.  Ask the students if they think that this mitten could hold all of the animals.  What would happen to the mitten if we stuffed it with different items? 

· Discuss the sequence of the animals going into the mitten.  Engage students in a conversation about the changes in how heavy (weight) the mitten would be to lift and the size of the mitten. 
Guided Practice:  
· Place students in pairs and give each pair a mitten and small manipulatives (bears, frogs, etc or other small plastic animals).  Have students stuff the mitten with the animals.  Observe students as they discuss what is happening to the mitten.  Ask each pair to share after everyone’s mitten has been stuffed.  Have the students empty the mitten and share what the mitten looks like now.
Extend/Refine: 
· Review the sequence of the animals.  Give students a construction paper mitten and pictures of the animals.  Allow students to decorate the mitten and color the animals.  Students should place the animals in the mitten in the correct order.  Observe students for accuracy and assist as needed.

Additional Resources:  

· http://www.janbrett.com/put_the_animals_in_the_mitten.htm
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