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Objectives


S1E2:  Students will observe and record changes in water as it relates to weather.

a. Recognize changes in water when it freezes (ice) and when it melts (water).

b. Identify forms of precipitation such as rain, snow, sleet, and hailstones as either solid (ice) or liquid (water).

Brilliant Star Objectives

· Cognitive:  Students will be able to analyze the differences in matter in regards to changes in the seasons.

Engage
· Begin the lesson by having students visual a snowy place, especially a snowy forest.  After the visualization exercise the teacher will begin a discussion of what the students envisioned.  

Explore
· The teacher will begin reading the book by completing a picture walk through the book The Big Snow.
· After completing the picture walk the teacher will begin reading aloud to the students.  

· After reading ask the following questions:

1. Where did the story take place?

2. What season did the story begin in? How do you know?

3. Why were the animals getting prepared?  How do you know?

4. What season did the end in?  How do you know?

5. What was the problem in the story?

Explain
· The students and teacher will discuss why animals prepare themselves for the winter and make a discussion chart.

· Have students make connections to the text (text-to-self, text-to-text, or text-to-world). 

Evaluate
· Inference:  Students write a few sentences discussing snow and the ways animals behave in the winter.

· Observation:  Students will draw a picture about the book and write a paragraph telling about the picture.

· Inference:  Students and teacher will discuss the following question:  “How do animals know and understand the seasons?

Extend
· Students can write an informational piece on winter (season).

· Students will create “snow” projects. (These can be created on poster board, in shoe boxes, etc.)  The teacher will determine the guidelines for the project. Example:  using a shoebox the student creates a snow bank with animals playing on it.  One poster board the student draws a snow-covered landscape with animals and snow-covered trees. 

· Students may view a video from United Streaming available at www.unitedstreaming.com Title:  “Weather Smart: Winter and Snow”—adapted for grades 3-5, “Blue Dragon, The: Slipping and Sliding”, and “The Four Seasons.”

Websites for teacher exploration
· http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/snow.htm
· http://homepage.eircom.net/~snowland/whatissnow.htm
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