The Best Book of Weather
Simon Adams
Description

Explores weather-related topics such as climate, the changing of the seasons, and hurricanes,
Objectives

S1E1. 
Students will observe, measure, and communicate weather data to see patterns in weather and climate. 
a. Identify different types of weather and the characteristics of each type. 
Brilliant Star Objectives

SocioCultural: Students will be able to identify the conflicts of man (man vs. man, man vs. nature, man vs. self) and ways to settle the conflicts.
Engage

· The teacher will put a type of weather at the top of several different pieces of chart paper.  In groups of 4, the students will begin at a piece of chart paper and have 2 minutes to brainstorm and write everything they know about that type of weather.  At the end of two minutes, the students will rotate clockwise to the next piece of chart paper.
· The teacher will ask the last group at each piece of chart paper to read the information/prior knowledge that the class has for that specific type of weather.

Explore

· The teacher will read the book to the students.

· After reading the book, the teacher will ask the following questions:

· What types of weather did we learn about in the book?

· Which did you find the most interesting?

· Which ones have you experienced before?

Explain

· The students will make text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections on sticky notes.  They will come up and add them to our chart titled “Our Weather Connections.” 
· The class will fill out a cluster web about weather.  They will extend the web by labeling the different types of weather around the web and the details about each type of weather extending off of them.
Evaluate 

· The students will get an index card for each type of weather.  On the front they will write the type of weather, and they will write a few words or characteristics to describe that type of weather on the back of the index card. Early finishers may draw a picture on the front of each index card to represent that type of weather.
Extend

· Students will choose one type of weather and create an informational piece about it.

· Students can  research more information and facts about a type of weather and create a powerpoint about it to show to the class.

· Students can create a persuasive writing about which type of weather is more dangerous or more fascinating than the others.

· Students can explore different websites about weather.

· Students can participate in science experiments that bring certain types of weather to life (ex. water in two coke bottles glued together at their tops).

Website for Teacher Exploration

· http://www.wildwildweather.com (contains endless information about weather)

· http://www.theweatherchannelkids.com (lots of information about weather)
· http://www.wxdude.com (songs to listen to and learn about weather)

· http://www.miamisci.org/hurricane/weatherstation.html (can be used for science experiments)

· http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwatch (can be used for facts or for science experiments)

Other Resources for Teacher
· Conrad, D. (2002). The Weather Watcher. Minneapolis, MN : Compass Point Books.
· Hoena, B.A. (2005). Weather ABC: An Alphabet Book. Mankato, Minn. : Capstone.
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