Pumpkin Hill

Elizabeth Spurr

Book Description:

· Thousands of pumpkins roll into a town and the town must decide what to do with all the pumpkins. 
Academic Objectives: 
S2CS5 Students will communicate scientific ideas and activities clearly.
a. Describe and compare things in terms of number, shape, texture, size, weight, color, and motion.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Sensing: Students will be able to name and describe their senses and how they can be used to understand/explore new things. 

Readability Level: 4.1

Vocabulary: plump, fertile, withered, avalanche, bonked, ricocheted, punishment
Engage:

· Tell the students that they will be working with their 5 senses today. Invite students to give examples of using each sense.
Explore:
· Introduce Pumpkin Hill to the class. Explain that the book is about a farmer who unknowingly grows a hill full of pumpkins which eventually rolls down and into the town.  Ask the students to predict how they think the town will smell, how it will sound to have all those pumpkins rolling in, what it would feel like, etc.
Explain:
· Briefly discuss the 5 senses while creating a chart with boxes for each sense. Label this chart “From the story”. Make sure to leave enough room for the students to add information in as you are reading the story. Proceed to read the story to the class, pausing throughout to invite discussion about any of the senses being described and adding it to the story. Review the story and the chart at the end of the story. 

Evaluate:
· Create a second chart with boxes for the 5 senses and have copies for the students. Label this chart, “My Senses”. 
· Make sure to have carving pumpkins with tops already cut open, bowls, spoons, and newspaper. 
· Give each group of students a carving pumpkin. The students will describe the pumpkin using all five senses and record on their paper. The teacher will need to make sure to have the tops of the pumpkins already cut open so that the students will be able to stick their hands into the center of the pumpkin to pull out the inside. 
· For taste, already have pumpkin seeds baked and ready for the students or if access to a stove is available, bake the pumpkin seeds that the students pull out of their pumpkins.  
Extend:

· Have students describe their pumpkin experience on a pumpkin pattern. 
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