Katy and the Big Snow

Virginia Lee Burton

Objectives


S1E2:  Students will observe and record changes in water as it relates to weather.

a. Recognize changes in water when it freezes (ice) and when it melts (water).

b. Identify forms of precipitation such as rain, snow, sleet, and hailstones as either solid (ice) or liquid (water).

Brilliant Star Objectives

· Cognitive:  Students will be able to analyze the differences in matter in regards to changes in the seasons.

Engage

· Begin the lesson by reenacting a snowball fight.  Have the students make snowballs out of cotton balls or crumpled up paper.  Allow them the opportunity to “throw” the snowball.  Discuss what snow is, where it comes from, what it is made out of, and why it appears in the winter (season).  

Explore

· The teacher will begin reading the book by completing a picture walk through the book Katy and the Big Snow.
· After completing the picture walk the teacher will begin reading aloud to the students.  

· After reading ask the following questions:

1. What was Katy’s main job?

2. What season did it snow?

3. After it started drizzling, what came next?

4. What are drifts?

5. What happened to the town because of the snowstorm?

Explain

· The students and teacher will complete a compare/contrast Venn diagram of water and snow.

· Have students make connections to the text (text-to-self, text-to-text, or text-to-world). 

Evaluate

· Inference:  Students write a few sentences discussing the formation of snow.

· Observation:  Students will draw a picture about the book and write a paragraph telling about the picture.

· Inference:  Students and teacher will discuss the following question:  “Why doesn’t it snow everywhere?”

Extend

· Students will make snowmen using cotton balls and construction paper. 

· Students can cut out snowflakes from construction paper.

· Students can write an informational piece on winter (season).

Websites for teacher exploration
· http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/snow.htm
· http://homepage.eircom.net/~snowland/whatissnow.htm
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