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Academic Objective: 
· S2CS7 Students will understand important features of the process of scientific inquiry. 

d.  Much can be learned about plants and animals by observing them closely, but care must be taken to know the needs of living things and how to provide for them.
Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Physical: Students will be able to identify animal adaptations in regard to nature during the seasons of the year.

· Physical: Students will be able to discuss the relations between animals of a species and between the animals and nature.

Engage

· Begin the lesson by drawing a picture of turtle.  Ask the students to discuss different things that a turtle might do, where a turtle lives, what a turtle eats, and how they would care for a turtle as a pet.  
Explore

· The teacher will begin reading the book by completing a picture walk through the book Franklin’s New Friend.

· After completing the picture walk, the teacher will begin reading aloud to the students.

· After reading, ask the students:

1. How the story began?

2. Why was Franklin afraid?

3. Do you think that the new student and Franklin will be friends?

Explain

· Using the following activity, the teacher will explain where turtles live and how to care for them.

· Divide the class in half.  
· Group 1 will be prompted with actual objects to solicit them to inquire what types of materials the turtles need to survive. On a table, we will have some distracters and actual objects to set up an appropriate tank. We will ask the students to come up and select something to put in the tank. Then we will discuss the items as the students put them into the tank to determine if the object was an appropriate object. (Superficially placing the items in the tank).

· Group 2 will be prompted with icon representations rather than actual objects to complete task listed above.

Evaluate

· Inference:  Students will work together and assemble turtles.  The students will be broken up into two groups. They will be given a sheet with a shell and a head. The students will be asked to cut out these parts. Next, the students will be given a pre-cut body, four legs, and a tail. The students will color these in addition to the shell and head. When the students have finished coloring they will individually assemble their turtle parts. Once assembly has been appropriately accomplished the students will be given glue sticks to permanently affix parts together. Given small pieces of newspaper the students will scrunch the pieces and stuff them between the shell and the body to form a stuffed turtle. 

· Observation:  Students will observe real turtles in aquarium ( www.turtles.com ).

· Inference:  Students will compare and contrast their stuffed turtles to real turtles.  (Pointing out that real turtles have claws, the red eared slider turtle has red ears).

Extend

· Students can write an informational piece on turtles.

· Allow students to explore resources on turtles.


Additional Books:
· Turtle Bay by Saviour Pirotta and Nilesh Mistry  

· A Look Inside Reptiles- 1995 Stewart Cowley and Associates 

· Turtle and Tortoise- Animals in the Wild Steck-Vaughn by Vincent Serventy 

· Turtles- The Cousteau Society 1992 Little Simon Simon & Schuster Building NY 

· Zoobooks- Turtles- Wildlife Education, Ltd. San Diego, California 1997 

· The Tortoise and the Hare adapted by Janet Stevens, Holiday House 1984 

· Wonders of the Pond by Francene Sabin 1982 by Troll 

· Swamp Life- Dorling Kindersley 1993 
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