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Objectives

· S2L1—Students will investigate the life cycles of different living organisms.
a. determine the sequence of the life cycle of common animals in your area:  a mammal such as a cat or dog or classroom pet, a bird such as a chicken, an amphibian such as a frog, and an insect such as a butterfly.

Brilliant Star Objectives

· Physical:  Students will be able to discuss the relationships between animals of a species and between the animals and nature.

· Physical: Students will be able to identify animal adaptations in regard to nature during the seasons of the year.

Engage
· Word splash graphic organizer will be used as an activator.  The word for the graphic organizer is “frog.” The teacher and students will discuss frogs.  The teacher will discuss the life cycle of the frog briefly in order to begin building background knowledge.

· After completing the word splash, the teacher will show the video (Online video source)--United Streaming Video—“Animal Lifecycles”

· The teacher can also view the PowerPoint sites listed in the “Resources for the teacher” section as activators. 

· After viewing the video or PowerPoint, the teacher and students will discuss information that was covered.

Explore
· The teacher will begin reading the book by completing a picture walk through the book Fish is Fish.
· After completing the picture walk the teacher will begin reading aloud to the students.  

· After reading ask the following questions:
1. How did the two characters look when they first met?

2. Why did the tadpole change into a frog?

3. What did the minnow change into?

4. Why did the frog grow legs and not the minnow?

5. What happened when the minnow (fish) tried to leave his habitat?

6. Why can frogs live in water and on land?

Explain
· Have students explain the life cycle of the frog.

· Have students make connections to the text (text-to-self, text-to-text, or text-to-world). 

Evaluate

· Observation: Have students draw and label the life cycle of the frog.  The students can do a four-square life cycle graphic organizer (shown here)
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      or make a step book for the life cycle. 
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(Directions for flip book in “Resources for the teacher” section)

· Inference:  Students write a few sentences discussing how the frog turns from an egg to a frog.  

· Inference:  Students will write an informational piece about the life cycle of a frog.

Extend

· Students will explore websites on life cycles

Student websites for exploration

· http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Themes/frogs/lifecycle.html
· http://www.vtaide.com/png/frog.htm


· http://www.fi.edu/fellows/fellow9/jun99/lifecycle2/cycle1.html
· http://www.zephyrus.co.uk/lifeofthefrog.html
Resources for the teacher

· PowerPoint sites (all are adapted for 2nd-4th grade)

· http://www.graves.k12.ky.us/powerpoints/elementary/ffagreen.ppt


· http://t4.jordan.k12.ut.us/BYU_Interns/pages/resources/gradelevel/2nd%20grade/frog-cycle.ppt


· http://www.hcbe.net/itc/powerpoints/science/files/FE45DAB978E0400A9C9ECE2FDC557325.ppt


· Handout for class

· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/amphibians/Frogprintout.shtml
· How to make a step book:

1. You will need 3 different colors of paper (this will make 6 separate sheets for flip book).

2. Take the 1st sheet and lay it flat on the table.

3. Take the 2nd sheet and line it up with the sheet on the table but pull the 2nd sheet down 1 inch from the top.  

4. Lay the 3rd sheet on top of the 2nd sheet; pull the 3rd sheet down 1 inch from the top.

5. Fold the bottom of all three sheets up and line this section up to the 3rd sheet, leaving an inch like before.

6. Staple at the very top where there is a crease).  Now you have step book with 6 sheets.

It is very simple, but takes some practice.  Refer to the diagram within the lesson plan.
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