Diary of a Spider
Doreen Cronin
Book Description:
A spider keeps a journal of a day in the life of him.  He begins by taking his grandfather to school on Grandparent’s Day.
Academic Objectives:
· ELA3W2 The student begins to write in a variety genres, including narrative, informational, persuasive, and response to literature. e. Uses organizational structures for conveying information (chronological order, cause and effect, similarities and differences, questions and answers).
· S1L1 Students will investigate the characteristics and basic needs of plants and animals. 
· b. Identify the basic needs of an animal. Air ,Water ,Food ,Shelter 

· d. Compare and describe various animals—appearance, motion, growth, basic needs.
Brilliant Star Objective:
· Friends: Students will be able to describe similar friendship traits or actions between people and animals. 

Readability: Second and Third Grades 

Vocabulary: practice, vacuum, molted, secret, judge
Introduction: 
Before reading discuss what a spider is and what a does in his life.  Ask the students what a diary is and predict what the story might be like.  See if they have read the Diary of a Worm; if so see how the books might be related. As you read discuss the characters, setting, and plot of the story. After reading discuss what a diary is and the significance of the dates.  

Follow-Up Activities:
· Have the students fill out a story map of the narrative elements. 

· Have students keep their own diary for a week.  At the end of the week have the students present their diaries to each other in groups of four.  They will compare and contrast their diaries to the book and then make a presentation to the class.

· After reading Diary of a Worm and Diary of a Spider compare and contrast the two books using a Venn diagram.
Additional Resources:
· http://www.suzyred.com/mbird2006spider.html
· http://users.manchester.edu/Student/JLHintz/LiteracyBlock/index.htm
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