Diary of a Spider
Doreen Cronin

Description: 
This activity will be used after reading the book Diary of a Spider. 

Academic Objectives:

· S1L1 Students will investigate the characteristics and basic needs of plants and animals.
· b. Identify the basic needs of an animal.(air, water, shelter, food)
Brilliant Star Objectives:
· Friends: Students will be able to describe similar friendship traits or actions between people and animals. 

Readability Level: second and third

Vocabulary: 
· Reading lesson: 

· practice, vacuum, molted, secret, judge

· Science Lesson

· life cycle, habitat, prey, predator, shelter

Introduction: 
After reading the Diary of a Spider discuss what makes a spider a spider.  Make a web of the characteristics of a spider.  Discuss the basic needs of animals and insects.

During Activity: 
Students will be comparing and contrasting insects and spiders.  They should answer the following questions.  How many legs does a spider have? An insect? How do their bodies differ? What can a spider do that an insect can’t? Students can use nonfiction books from the library and also search the internet.  

Enrichment Activities:
· Students can also compare their lives to a spider’s life. In groups of four, have students compare and contrast their lives to that of a spider.  Have each group make a presentation to the class about their findings.
Additional Resources:
· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/themes/spiders.shtml
· http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/westonwoods/study_guides/diaryofaspiderdvd.pdf
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