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Description
Beginner reader book on an exploration of bears.
Objectives

S1L1. 
Students will investigate the characteristics and basic needs of plants and animals. 

a. Compare and describe various animals—appearance, motion, growth, basic needs.
Brilliant Star Objectives

· Physical: Students will be able to identify animal adaptations in regard to nature during the seasons of the year.

Engage

· Begin the lesson by asking students to brainstorm everything they already know about bears and think-pair-share with their partner sitting next to them.  Have the partnerships share one thing they discussed about bears and add this to a piece of chart paper. 
Explore

· The teacher will complete a picture walk with the students before reading the book.
· After the picture walk, the teacher will read the book to the students.
· After reading, ask the following questions:
· How did the bears change throughout the different seasons?
· What did the bears eat, and how did they catch their food?
· How did the bears’ coats change throughout the seasons?
Explain

· The students will create a main idea and details graphic organizer about bears.  Any type of main idea and details graphic organizer will work.

· Have students turn to their partner and tell a fact they learned about bears.  Allow partnerships to share and add these to the chart paper started at the beginning of the lesson.

Evaluate

· Critical Thinking: Students will complete a quick writing about what they learned about bears.  Early Finishers may draw a picture to go with their writing.
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Extend

· Have students write a persuasive writing to persuade people why bears are the most interesting animals.

· Students can extend their quick writing into an informational writing about bears.

· Students can make a game using bear facts.  They will be responsible for making the game board and creating the questions to be asked.

Website for Teacher Exploration

· http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Animals/CreatureFeature/Brown-bear (video and information about brown bears)
· http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Animals/CreatureFeature/Polar-bear (video and information about polar bears)

Other Resources for Teacher

· Molter, C. (2001). Bears. Edina, Minnesota: Abdo Publishing. 
· Kulling, M. (1998). Bears: life in the wild. New York: Golden Books.
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