You Are Special
Max Lucado
Book Description:
Punchinello lives in a world where people are given stars and dots based on their abilities. He meets a girl with no stars or dots that tells her about their maker, Eli. Punchinello meets with Eli and learns that he is special simply because Eli made him, regardless of his stars and dots.
Academic Objectives:

ELAKR6 
The student gains meaning from orally presented text. The student 
Listens to and reads a variety of literary (e.g., short stories, poems) and informational texts and materials to gain knowledge and for pleasure. 

ELAKLSV1 
The student uses oral and visual skills to communicate. The student 
Follows two-part oral directions. 

Process Objective 
Spiritual-  Students will understand that our world answers to a higher; therefore, our actions and thoughts should not focus on please one another because that is impossible, but on pleasing our maker.

Readability Level: 2.6
Introduction 
Before reading ask students about times when people said things that made them feel happy or sad. Ask about times that they felt special, or had their feelings hurt.
During Reading: 
· Discuss how the Wemmicks might feel when they get a star or dot. Make predictions about why the girl has no stars or dots. 
· Discuss the fact that God doesn’t care about our stars and dots because he loves us regardless.
Follow-Up Activities: 

Play a game where students sit in a circle on the rug. Sing “If you’re special and you know it, stand up!” to the tune of “If you’re happy and you know it…” Change the verses to include different characteristics of each student (brown hair, play baseball, have a sister, etc.) Every time a student or a group of students stands up they say “I’m special!” Repeat as many times as necessary until all students have had the chance to stand up.
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