What Time is it, Mr. Crocodile?

Judy Sierra

Book Description: 

Mr. Crocodile plans out his day by the hour leading up to capturing the pesky monkeys. 
Academic Objectives: 

ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student
b. 
Uses traditional organizational patterns for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, similarity and difference, answering questions).

Brilliant Star Objective: 
Conation/Volition: Self-reactiveness: Students will be able to define volitional attitudes and how they influence thinking, feeling, and behavior. 

Readability Level: 2.4

Vocabulary:  esquire, pesky, plunge, scheme, capture

Introduction: 
· Ask the students to describe their typical school day, telling when they do what, and giving the times of different activities if they know. Have a copy of the class’s schedule during the school day and go over it with the students. 
· Tell the students that today you will be reading a story about a crocodile who schedules his day for every hour. This crocodile though has a bad attitude and has chosen to be grumpy and ill-tempered. 
· Ask the students to listen carefully to the story and see what happens to the crocodile and the pesky monkeys. 

During Reading: 
· Read the story to the students. Halfway through stop and ask the students to predict what they think will happen with Mr. Crocodile and the pesky monkeys. 
· At the end of the story talk with the students how Mr. Crocodile chose to change his attitude and enjoy the monkeys. 
· Tell the students that people are in charge of their attitudes and can change their thinking, feeling, and behaviors because they are in control of it. All they have to do is make the decision and change their attitude. 
· Ask the students how they think Mr. Crocodile felt once he changed his attitude. Does it feel better to be grumpy or happy? 
· Lead the students in a discussion of how the author organized the story with the time and the importance of organizing a story so that it makes sense. 

Follow-Up Activities: 
· Students will write a story similar in layout to What Time Is It, Mr. Crocodile but with different characters and situations. The story will be broken up by the hour and the main character will need to change his or her attitude for the better at some point in the story. Use a graphic organizer that breaks up the time by the hour for prewriting. 
· For publishing, students can create an analogue clock out of construction paper to be the cover and back of the book and write the title of their story on the clock. The sheets of paper the story is written on can be cut down into circles to fit within the clock covers. 
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