Wemberly Worried

Kevin Henkes

Book Description:

· Wemberly worries about everything, but eventually learns there is no reason to worry so much.

Academic Objective: 
· ELAKR6b: The student gains meaning from orally presented text. The student makes predictions from pictures and titles.

· ELAKW1d: The student begins to understand the principles of writing. The student uses left to right pattern of writing.

· ELAKW1e: The student begins to understand the principles of writing. The student begins to use capitalization at the beginning of sentences and punctuation at the end of sentences.

Brilliant Star Objective:

· Cognitive/Thinking: 
· Classification: Students will be able to organize given elements into sets according to a specified rule or common attributes.
Readability Level: 2.7
Vocabulary: between; especially; jungle; morning; neighborhood; nibblet; peeked; radiators; throughout; worried; butterflies; petal; jewel

Introduction: What do you think this book is about from reading the title? Do you remember how you felt before the first day of school? Did you worry? Did you feel excited?

During Reading: 

· p. 3 – What did Wemberly worry about?

· p. 4 – When did Wemberly worry?

· p. 11 – What did Wemberly do when she was especially worried?

· p. 19 – Will she like the first day of school? (Predict)

· p. 23 – Will she and Jewel like each other? (Predict)

· p. 29 – Did Wemberly like school? 

After Reading: 
· What was this story about?

· Who told Wemberly not to worry?

· Describe Wemberly and Jewel’s first day of school.

· What did Wemberly say to the teacher at the end of the day?

· How do you think Wemberly felt about meeting Jewel?
· Do you have similar worries? Allow students to give examples.

· Do you think Wemberly will continue to worry?

· What might she worry about now that she has completed the first day of school?

Follow-Up Activities: 
1. On chart paper, write “What did Wemberly worry about?” Have students give responses and write them on the chart paper.
2. On chart paper, write “Wemberly Worried About….” Have students identify the beginning letter of Wemberly Worried. Have students identify other words that begin with “w.” List these words on chart paper. Students will each choose a word from the list to illustrate – “Wemberly worried about…..” On art paper, students will copy and complete the sentence, and illustrate the sentence. Share sentences with the class.

3. Students work in pairs to list four things Wemberly worried about in the left column of a T-chart. In the right column, pairs will write a reason that Wemberly should not worry about these things.

4. Write about a time when you were worried. Tell how you got over the worry.

5. Make up a story about the second day of school. Tell what Wemberly and Jewel might do.
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